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2 tues, tho they always draw 
the Envy of the ignorant 
and vicious Part of the 
World on him who excels 
in either, yet do ever attract the Love 
and Eſteem of all who relpect. and are 


able to diſtinguiſh Merit; and tis every 
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iv The DEDICATION. 
honeſt Man's Duty to applaud the few 


Excellent Perſons this depraved Age 


produces, and to publiſh what their 


| Modeſty endeavours to conceal, that 


Mankind may be directed where to find 


a bright Example to follow. Yourun- 


affected Piety, great Skill in that no- 
ble and uſeful Profeſſion which you 
have ſo perſectly ſtudied, and ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully practiſe; your extenſive Ge- 
neroſity, and unblemiſh'd Life, make 


you dear to all that know you, and 


muſt create in me, who love and ho- 
nour Virtue and Learning at my Soul, 
the greateſt Reſpect and Veneration 


imaginable for you. *Tis theſe have 


made me your eternal Friend, and di- 
rected my Choice in this publick De- 
dication of theſe Hiſtories to you; be- 
ing fond of this Opportunity to in- 
form the World of your Worth, who 
are doubly uſeful to Mankind; as be- 
ing Heaven's Agent to repair their 
Healths and reform their Manners ; 
whilſt atheiſtical Quacks cheat them 
of their Fortunes and Lives, and, in 
all probability, of their eternal Re- 
poſe, by flattering their hopes of f. 

an 


The DEDICATION. \Y 
and incouraging them in their Vices. 
And ſurely no Bleſſing can attend their 
Endeavours, who live at enmity with 
that God who made the ſalutary Herbs, 
and every healing Plant, balſamick 
Gum, and Mineral, that can mitigate 
5 our racking Pains and ſcorching Fevers, 
: and render Life ſupportable. Tis half 
a Cure to fee ones kind Phyſician,when 
he gives the unpleaſant Potion, lifting 
up his Eyes to Heaven to ask a Bleſſing 
on his Toil ; one who won't flatter us 
in the ſad Moments when he finds his 
? Art can do no more. Such a Phyſician, 
ſuch a Friend, may I. and every truly 


great and good Man find; and ſuch a 
e * 

one You are. May you live long, 
| bleſt in your virtuous Conſort's Com- 
. Pany; and may your. Offspring an- 
; ſwer your utmoſt Hopes and Withes ; 
4 and may propitious Heaven dail 
2 augment your Power of doing Good, 
4 that you may have a greater Share 
4 of Glory in the World to come. Ex- 
gquſe this Rapture, occaſion'd by my 
m Zeal for Truch and You, and accept. as 
* a Teſtimony of my Eſteem, theſe two 
. Volumes of True Hiſtories; which I 
a R have 


Pa 
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have at my leiſure Hours tranſlated 
from the French, and now dedicated to 
you, hoping they will help to divert 
you in thoſe few Hours which you 
ipare from your more uſeful Studies. 
Their coming to you in an Engliſh 
Dreſs, will not render them leſs accept- 
able, I am'confident, ſince you are a 
true Patriot of your Country. And, 
be aſſured, if the Genius of the Age 
would permit, or give the leaſt Encou- 
ragement for Works more uſeful and 
learned than Novels and Stories, 1 
would have preſented you with ſome- 
thing better 'worth your Acceptance 
and my Labour. But that muſt be de- 
ferr'd till 1 find an Auguſlus, or at 
leaſt a Macenas, to aſſiſt me. At pre- 
ſent can do nothing more, to bew 
that I am with the utmoſt Sincerity, 


SSM. 1 
wur unalterable Friend, 
Wu and bumble Servant, 


© Penelope Aubin, 
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< vers all the following Hif- 
„ tories to be true; and that 
— be bad them from ſuch 
Haut as he could entirely confide in. 
Nay more... that he was perſonally ac- 
 quainted with ſeueral of the Heroes 
2 N * 9 ** here 
Preſents ta the „eng 4 
bounce of l „r n las 
Aa 1 
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vil The PREFACE, 


| thus employ d, becauſe he thou ght ſuch 
Hiſtorees were-uſefwl-to eri thoſe 
'V; irtues in athers, which theſe illu- 
|  firious Lovers practiſed. And thats 


he gives the Moral of each Hiſtory.” 


Monſieur des Ronais's Story, ſays 
be, makes appear that if all Parents 
would at? with regard to their Chil- 
dren, as Monſieur du Puis did with 
his Daughter, they would be always 
. and re ſperred by them, and 
not end their days in Miſery, by put- 
tun their Children into the Poſſeſſion 

"all their Fortunes before they are 
dead; "who are often /0 A and 
ungrateful as to deſpiſe and neglet? 
them, hen they have no more to 

T \ 
„ ˙ 2 
4 a ot Was 

In Maden ug s ; Hiſtory, 
be ſhews, That 4 wiſe and virtuous 
Maid may both hope and pretend to 
rhe" greatefl Advantages, and "nr 5 
FHurbund , Lg 2-4 
"Fortine; 95 Bey Vitue 


( J * 65 75 e oo 
Condutt. LIAM). Who W 
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The PRE FACE. ix 
- Monſieur and Madam de Terny's 
Story makes appear how greatly Pa- 
rents are to blame, who go to force 
their Children to do things contrary to 
their Inclinations : And that tho they 
may hinder them (and ſometimes with 
_ Reaſon) from marrying according to 
therr Fancies, yet they ought never to 
force them to marry againſt their 
5 = Wills; or to become Religious, . 
7 cially when they find them much a- 
4 werſe to it. | 


7 Madam de Jufly's Story ſhews, 
e | That when a young Lady has once 
4 | had the Weakneſs to yield to a Lover, 
e ought to repair ber Fault by keep- 
o | ng the Promiſe ſhe has made to him, 
| F being only his, even to Deu; 
ahh ber Conſtancy to her firſt En- 
 Lagement, ſbe that it mar nb Vitt- 

ous Inclination that induced her 10 

oblige him, but only Love, and the en. 

tare Confidence for had in bim. whith,. 
„ 
te ber pitted,” and him feorm ana 


. 


deſpiſed 
- AW Monſieur 
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Monſi ſeur des Prez's Hiſtory, ſhews 
the Fruits of a tod violent indiſcreet 
Paſſion on both Sides ; and that a 
Woman ſhould: always give ear to 4 
good Huvband's Advice; and that 
when ſhe is bereft of him, the whole 
World flights her : And that even 
our neareſ! Relations, if they are. of 
mean, mercenary Diſpoſitions, are not 
zo be truſted with any Secret, becauſe 
they will ſacrifice all Pings. to Ly 


intereſt. 


: — 


Mon ſieur des Frans's e 
Story, it an Advertiſement. to all 
Wuomankind, to be ever upon their 
Guard ; and the more Beauty and 
Merit a Woman has, the more doubr- 
ful and cautious ſhe witft be b f grþ 
any Opportunities to the faithleſs Sex, 
who always plot the Fair Ones ruine, 
not truſting to her own Virtue alone:: 
And here appears what Rage and Fea- 
heufy can ſpur a Man's ee, 2 
act even upon the Woman he 2 
0 2nd. what 2755 Trage dies 
Revenge octaſion in t e World, 


1 


©2713 


Charlotte's Hiſlory does ſbew, That 
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Monſieur du Puis's mad Adventures, 
are a Leſſon to warn us of being Li- 
bertines in our Touth ; and his Cou- 
verſion to Virtue, after having atted 
the Part of a Rake and a Hero before, 
ſhew the Power a wirtuous Woman, 
who has ſenſe, may gain over the moſt 
vitions Man. His Fuſtification of 
Silvia, in diſcovering the Secret of 
Gallouin's manner of gaining ber; 
Gallouin's turning Friar, ang freq e 
Death; all ſhew, That the Man — 
is moſt addicted to his Pleaſures, e- 
ven to the ſacrificing of his Fortune 


and Conſtience for them, if be dots 
but once 15 himſelf time to reflect. 


as a Chriſtian, on his life paſt, he will 
not fail to repent and change his man- 
ner of life, and generally make a good 


End. —% | 
Vallebois and 


In fine: Monſteur 


Strangers are oft-times more touch'd 

with our Misfortunes than our neareſt 

Relations ; and that we muſt not judge 

of” Perſons by their outward appear- 

ance only, ſince, like — _ 
Z 
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Minds may be lodged under mean Ha- 
bits. *Tis alſo a Warning againſt that 
ruinous Vice, Gaming; which redu- 
ccd Monſieur Vallebois to ſuch mean 
wretched Straits. - 


The Reader, ſays our Author, will 
not here find any of thoſe ſtrange and 
furprizing Accidents and Turns of 
Fortune which we are frequent- 
by entertain'd withal, in fictiti. 
ons Stories and Romances, becauſe 
here is nothing but what is really true 
and natural ; which I thought, ſays 
he, it would be a Crime to embelliſb, 
and ſet off with Falſities of my 0wn 
Invention. Nothing appears roman- 
tick but Monſieur du Puis's falling up- 
on hir Sword for Madam de Londe ; 
but it is really matter of Fact, and 
there fore could not be omitted. The 

Hrories are, ſays he, in my Opinion, 
very particular and extraordinary, 
and very different from any I ever 
ſaw.in print: And if they had fallen 
into the Hands of ſuch as are uſed to 
teal, from other People's Works, the 
Stories they turn into Novels and Ro- 

f mMances, 


— 
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mances, they might have been very eaſi- 
ly improved into ſeveral Volumes. But 
I have related them juſt as they were 
related to me ; in the ſame Style, and 
as few words as if 1 were relating 
them to ſome of my Friends in private. 
And if the Publick gives theſe a good 
Reception, I hope to oblige them with 
ſomething elſe of the ſame kind no leſs 
diverting and inſtruſkliue. And now 
nothing more remains but to exciſe the 
firſt froe or fix Pages at the beginning 
of theſe Hiftories, which ſeem a litt 
obſcure and embarraſ#4d, as to the firſt 
appearance of Monſieur des Frans, 
aud bis Friends meeting with bim; 
but our Author declares that he never 
ed, but took the firſt Notions that 
came into his Head, to introduce bis 
Heroes and their Miſtreſſes, and be 
hopes the Sequel makes all plain and 
Tntelligible. There are ſome who have 
blamed him for not relating all Silvia's 
Story intire, but dividing ſo that the 
Reader is long kept in ſuſpence before 
he knows the Concluſion. To this he 
anſirers, That Madam de Londe be- 
ing preſent at des Frans's relating his 
So, 
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Story, it was alto gerher improper to 
have her Brother's Crime ment ion d 
before her ; and next, ſays he, why 
Should T fully the Story with 4 Falſ- 
hood, ſince the Story was related in this 
manner at different times ? Nothing 
more remains but ſome pleaſant Ne- 
Nections which he makes upon his call. 
ing his Heroines by their true Chriſtian 

Vames, ſuch as Manon, Babet, Sc. 
without any Titles, tho they were Per- 
ſons f Quality. Tic true, ſays be, 
the Corruption of the preſent Age has 
brought à ridiculous Cuſiom in the 

French Nation, of giving every Son 
and Daughter a different Name or 
Title; and a Citizen, that has only 
a Thatch'd Cottage in the Country, be- 

Sides his Shop in Town, ſhall call his 
Son the Seigneur de Chaumiere, or 
the Pomire, the Apple-tree or the 
Fountain: ſ that Tradeſmens Chil- 
dren, like the ruin d Nobility r, being 
uſed to falſe Titles, forget their Fa- 
ther's Name before they grow up, and 
fancy themſelues Lords and Ladies. 
And can there be any thing more di- 
verting, than to hear a Merchant 
| ready 


3 


ready to fit down to Table and arting 
r his Daughter of a Servant in this 
manner, Good Gad, where is Made- 
moiſelle fach a one? Go, Toinon, and 
tell her that we wait Dinner for her. 
If ho would imagine that this Made- 
moifelle is his own Daughter? The 
Ladies and Gentlemen I treat of, ſays 
he, were People of better ſenſe, and 
deſpiſed ſuch Follies as much as I do; 
their Families were antient and noble. 
Theſe Vanities always reign among lt 
the upftart L . * or the degenerate 
Offspring of Nobility, whoſe Fathers 
having laviſhed their Eſtates, ſeek to 
hide their ſhame by giving new Titles 
to their unhappy Ch:ldren, he the 
Lands are gone belonging to thei own. 


This is what the French Author ſays 
in behalf of his Work. And all I can 
ay of mine, it, That I have endea- 
vourd to tranſlate it both faithfully 
and in good Language, and a familiar 
Style, like his ; and I hope it will 
meet with a kind Reception, ſince I 
am ſtill pur ſuing my Deſign of re- 
commending Virtue and Piety to the 

World, 
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World, and preſenting new Examples 
worthy our Imitation to the Publick, 
who have hitherto ſhew'd me a great 
deal of Favour, which if continued 
may encourage me to publiſh ſomethin 

more valuable out of the Frenc 

Tongue, to oblige my own Nation; 
which none has a greater love and re- 
ect for than their | | 
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ris was not as yet obliged to 
LMonſicur Peletire, late Miniſter 
4 of State, for building that beau- 
itiful Wharf which reaches from 

| = the Bridge Notre Dame to 
the Greve, which his Modeſty 

calld the North-Key ; and the Publick, as 
an Acknowledgment of their Gratitude to 

him, have ever call'd by his Name, with 
— to render the Memory of this P-. 

vat des Marchands immortal. When a wei. 
dreſs'd Cavalier, whoſe Habit, Boots, and 

E Horſe, being very dirty, ſhew'd that he had ® 
come from far, found himſelf ſtop'd in one of 
thoſe Crowds of Coaches which every day 
— at the End of the Street des Geſvres, 
and unfortunately for him the Coaches meeting 
in Ranks on every fide, he could by no means 
get out from amongſt them, A Servant that 
| B __- tollowd 
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follow'd him was in the ſame Condition, and 


they were both in danger of being thrown, | 


and cruſh'd to pieces between the Wheels, 
'The gcod Mein of the Gentleman. attracted 
the Eyes of all thoſe thatwere in the Coaches 
round him; the Fear they were in of his be- 
ing hurt, made them call out and offer him a 
Place in any of their Coaches; which he readi- 
ly . of, and did not ſtand to deliberate 
which to chuſe; when one of the Gentlemen, 
who had a Lawyer's Gown on, calling to him 
more vehemently than the reſt, made him 
look that way; on which he thought he 
knew him, and was ſoon convinc'd he was in 
the right, ſeeing him throw himſelf half way 
gut of the Coach- door, crying, Mon/7eur. de 
Frans, come in here. Ab, Sir, ſaid our Ca- 
valier quiting his Horſe, how am I tranſ- 
orted to ſee and embrace you again! He 
eapdup into the Coach, and bid his Servant 
et up behind and leave the Horſes to the 
zard, rather chufing to riſque his Horſes 
than leave the Lad in danger to be hurt. 
This Action convincing the Lookers on he 
was ſome Man of Quality, the Maſters of the 
Coaches round call'd to their Servants to take 
care tonot-harm the Horſes. Des Frans hear- 
ing them, bow'd, and thank'd them with an 
Air that aſſur'd them they were not deceived 
in the good 7 they had conceived of 
him. Their Commands were obey'd, and the 
Horſes, contrary to all Appearance, got ſafe 
out of the Crowd, paſſing along with the 
Coaches. The Valet remounted his own 
Horſe, and led his Maſter's by the Bridle, 
following the Coach he was in, How 


- 
— 


% 
* 


French LOVERS. 3 
How overjoy'd am I to ſee and embrace you, . 
my dear Monſieur de Ronais, ſaid des Frans 
when he enter'd the Coach. And I am the 
ſame, anſwer'd the Counſellor, ro ſee you: I 
have this Day taſted the greateſt Satigfaction 
¶ have a long time known, in ſeeing you again 
return d to your Friends, after having ſo long 
afitted them with your abſence. Tes, an- 
ſwer'd des Frans, I am now come back to my 
Relations and Friends; and hope to reſtore 
Peace to my ſelf by returning to my native 
Country, from which my Misfortunes have ſo 
long baniſD'd me; and tis a lucky Omen to me, 
to have thus met at my arrival the deareſt and 
moſt ſincere of my Acquaintance. T will not 
ask the ſtate of your Health, becauſe I ſee it is 
good ; but I mult ask you ſome News of my 
Family. My Lady your Mother is dead, 
ſaid the Counſellor. 7 have been acquainted 
with that News long ſince, ſaid des Frans 
ſighing; but my Uncles, Have you no News 
of them to tell me? No, anſwer'd 4e Ronais, 
only that they are not in Paris. So much the 
worſe, ſaid des Frans; for I ſhall be at a loſs 
where to live in Paris with Convenience. Ton 
have forgot, ſaid the Counſellor ſmiling, that 
we are Friends, my Houſe is big enough to 
hold us both; and ſince I now know that you 
have no Lodging provided, you ill diſoblige 
me if you go elſewhere : I hope I have a 
Lodging fit to receive you, for it is not long 
ſince that I thought to be marry'd 2 
Took a large Houſe, and furniſb'd it, aud am 
at preſent the only Perſon, except my Servants, 
that do live in it. 5 7 not refuſe your Of- 
| B 2 


: fers, 
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ers, ſaid des Frans, 'twas only the fear of 
incommoding, that hinder d me from asking 
this Favour of you ; but ſince you have re- 
tmoved that Scruple, I willingly renew the 
Preedoms of our Youth, and ſhall act without 
reſtraint. You will highly oblige me, anſwer'd 
des Ronais, and you would do unkindly to 
treat me with reſerve.. 


1 


By this time the Coach arriv'd at Jes Ro- f 
nais's Houſe, where they alighted. He led 
des Frans to a Chamber, and gave Order: \, 
that Dinner ſhould be immediately ſerved up 
without Ceremony. Are you willing, laid + 
des Frans, that we ſhould live as intimai'Y } 
Friends? *Tis my Deſire, ſaid des Ronais 3 
hy then, ſaid des Frans, do not take it amiſ | » 
'#hat I cannot this Day dine, nor perhaps ſuf t. 
avith you; I am engaged elſewhere, at 1 4 
Place where Imuſt be immediately: It wal f, 
on this Condition that I was let go, and I calf 1 
ftay with you no longer than to fhift lll «| 
«Clothes and get a Taylor ſent for, to rake mea ce 
ſure e me for a new Sute ; I miſt therefore beg ſa 
"you to ſend for one by one of your Servant b. 
Mhat, ſaid the Counſellor, nor dine with me n 
No, Taid des Frans, and I beg you to excuſ 70 
"me, and believe that tis ſome honourabl R 
Affair, and of great Conſequence, that carry /þ 
me elſewhere, and makes me break the Bound ; 
good manners in quiting your agreeabl: 1 
«Company. You are Maſter in all things her: E, 
Laid es Ronais; but howſcever, whilſt t wi 
Taylor is ſent for wwe will drink one Glaſs ſh 


Mine to = goods Succeſs, Four or five to, 
rans 


{ſmiling ; but give me leau 
e 


aid des 
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mean time to ſhift me, for in the Condition 
1am in, dirty and unwaſh's, I even hate. 
my ſelf. | 

Des Ronais left him alone with his Servant, 
who had brought up his Portmantua ; he ſoon 
changed his Habit, and went down to the 
Parlor to his Friend, who waited his coming: 
They talk'd of their old Acquaintance, parti- 
cularly of au Puis and Gallowin : He learn'd 
that 4uPuts was {till his good Friend, agg thar 
Gallouiu was dead. He is then dead Aid he 
with ſome Diſorder. Yes, ſaid the Counſellor, 
he died like a Saint, and in ſuch a manner as 
will ſur pie you when you know it : He was 
Four Years à Capuchine. How, ſaid des 
Frans, did Gallouin die a Capuchine ? He 
would have proceeded, when the Taylor en- 
tered the Room ; he took his Meaſure, and 
des Frans gave him Money to make a rich, 
faſhionable Habit againſt the next Day, and 
Livery for his Servant. After which he told 
the Counſellor that he was extremely con- 


cern'd that he muſt leave him fo ſoon : For, 


ſaid he, be/tdes the Pleaſure I ſhould have 
had in being with you, what you have told 
me of Gallouin, has given me à great Deſire 
to be inform'd of all that concerns him, for 
Reaſons you are vet a Stranger to, which I 


Hall inform you of my ſelf hereafter : Pray, 
if you ſee Monſieur du Puis before me, aſſure” 


im that I am return'd as much or more his 


Friend than eder. Des Ronais ask'd him 
when he would return? He aſſur'd him it 
ſhould be as ſoon as he could poſſibly, and ſo 
took leave. 


B 3 After 
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After he was gone, des Ronais, who was r 
one of Monfieur au Puis's moſt intimate g 
Friends, tho he was fallen out with Madam ab. 
his Couſin, ſent to inform him of Jes Frans's 4. 
Arrival. At which News au Puis came to ie 
his Houſe ; but finding Jes Frans gone thence, iW yo 
he return'd every Day for three Days toge- 7 
ther; the laſt of which Jes Frans return d. I 
Whence do you come, ſaid des Ronais, after NA 
fo long au Abſence ? embracing him. I come, Nef 
faid des Frans, from affiſting at a Lady's . 
Marriage, which was perform d the Night I tb 
left you. How, ſaid des Ronais laughing, you fat 
have then already met with ſome pleaſant Ad- n 
ventures, tho you have been here ſcarce three / 
Days ? Yes, anſwer'd des Frans ſmiling, and | hi 
very ſurprizing ones to; Tat firſt intended || ſai 
only to ſatisfy my Curioſity, but afterwards i ſb 
was induced to be genddus in the Service of an WW 
honeſt worthy Gentleman, on an Occaſion ac 
ewhich preſented : I will tell you another time ofi 
all the Stony; but at preſent I deſire to know co 
Something elſe. Pray tell me what you have Nc 
done in my Abſence from France, and in- | ke 
form me of all that you know concerning Gal- I be 
Jowin,, I knew norhing, ſaid des Ronais, but Ml th 
zobat every body knows of him; but du Puis, I ct 
a will be here by and by, ill tell you all 17 
Particulars, becauſe they were dear Friends, 
and conceal'd nothing from one another, and 
their Affection laſted to death, aud continues 
ſtill freſh in the Survivor Monſieny du Puis: 
He has been here four times to ſee for you, 
and I have juſt ſent to inform him you are 
come, and I doubt not but be will be here 


pre- 
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preſently. I 9 to have prevented that by 
going to him, ſaid des Frans; but I will now 
wart his coming, and learn from him what I 
am impatient to know : But I would fain 
learn . your ſelf what has happen d to 
you in particular. You told me you were on 
the point of marrying, and were prevented. 
I muſt knew the Cauſe, and if it were 4 
Marriage of choice or mtereſt, that you miſt 
of it. You ſhall be inform'd of all when you 
leaſe, anſwer'd the Counſellor, Let it be 


this Hour than, ſaid des Frans. I want time, 


ſaid des Ronais, becauſe du Puis will be im- 
mediately here; and tis not convenient I 
ſhould fpeal before him of my Rupture with 
his Couſin. What, my beautiful Partner ? 
ſaid de Frans. Yes, the ſame, anſwer'd he; 
ſhe is the moſt faithleſs Maid in the whole 
World. Tou ſurprize me, faid des Frans, to 
accuſe her of Falſhood, becauſe your have ſo 
often boaſted that ſhe was the moſt ſincere, 
conſkant Lady upon Farth. She is much 
changed, ſaid des Ronais ſighing, ſhe ſo long 
kept up that Character that I had like to have 
been fool; but at laſt I was undecei ved, at 
the ſame Inſtant that wwe were going to con- 
chude on our Marriage ; the manner I ſhall in- 
form you of ſo ſbon as we have time. 

The Taylor who had been ſent for arri- 
ving, hinder d him from proceeding ; hedreſs'd 
des Frans in a Sute of Cloths ſo well made 
and rich, that he appear'd altogether as agree» 
able as he was before he left France. Du 
Puts enter'd a few Minutes after, they mutu- 
ally careſs'd one another in the moſt tender 

B 4 man- 
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manner that Two fincere Friends could do af. 
ter having been long aſunder: not with feign'd 
Embraces and diſſembled Kiſſes, as is too 
frequent in this depraved Age, but their Ac- 
tions truly expreſs d the noble Friendſhip that 
glowed in their Hearts. Des Ronais, as 
Maſter of the Houſe, the Supper being ready, 
uſher'd them to the Table; where being 
ſeated they paſs'd the time in talking of all 
their old Acquaintance, and gave one another 
a general Account of what had happen'd to 
them fince their Separation, referring to their 
better Leiſure to give the Particulars. - Thus, 
ſaid an Puis, you find us much amicted for 
the unfortunate Death of our religious 
eee — —_— me, ſaid du Frans : 1 
avas not his Enemy to ſ6 great. a degree as to 
aviſh him dead. Tou — have been to 
blame to have been ſo, anſwer'd du Puis, 
ſince he had a ſincere Eſteem for you, and 
' the Injury he had done you was the Occaſion 
of his quiting the World. He did not injure 
me, cry d des Frans, much confuſed. He in- 
jured you more than you imagine, cry'd du 
Puis, I am better inform of your Aﬀairs 
than you are your ſelf; but Rar nothing, 
your Secret is known to none but me, and 
never ſhall be divulged it haut your conſent. 
You have no need to make a Secret of it 
here, ſaid des Frans, I am ready to hear it 
whenever you pleaſe, and have promiſed 
Monſteur des Ronais to inform him of all my 
Misfortunes ; therefore you may ſpeak all 
things plainly. Then, ſaid du Puis, 1 ſball 
explain my ſelf more fully, aud beg his _ 
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don that I have ſo long kept any thing a ſecret 
from him; but when he knows the Import- 
auce of what 1 have to diſclaſe, I am certain 
he has ſo much Honour as to agree with me, 
that it ought never to be reveal'd without your 
Leave ; and ſince you ask, I do aſſure you 
before him, that Galloüin did not deſign to 
injure you ſo highly as he really did, becau 

he did not know that Silvia was your Wife, 
and alſo that ſhe never thought to wrong you, 
Sed; but wwas forced to what ſhe did by, the 
power ful Force of Philters. I don't wonder 
that you ask not after. her, for doubtleſs you 
know what is become of her much better than 
we do, tho a Letter ſhe ſent Gallouin (ix 


Months after be and you left. Paris, which he 


ſhew'd and gave me a Copy of on his Death. 
bed, has partly inform'd us of the fatal Se- 


French LOVERS. HV 


cret. Did the faithleſs Silvia, ſaid des Frans, - 
lifting up his Hands, hen 2vrite to him? YT, 5 | 


anſwer'd 4u Puis, a Letter ſo ſpiritual an 
pious, that it might juſtify her doing it ; Me 


inform'd him that ſhe retired into. a Convent, 


but conceal d the Place, and adviſed him to 40 


Ronais interrupted them, laying to 4e Fran 

You appear much concern'd, what ſhare ha. 

you in Silvia's Proceedings, that you are thus 
moved? Alas | anſwer d de Frans, that's 10 
you a Myſtery as yet; but Silvia is dead: For 
ber I fought with Galloüin, they were the Oc- 
caſion of my leaving France; be alone was the 


fatal Cauſe of all my Misfortunes, and made 
my native Country appear a Hell to me. 1 


wil infarm you of all at our leiſure, when - 
. 
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the ſame, which accord! "gy he did. Des 
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Monſieur de Jeſſy is preſent. Ts he in Paris? 
ſaid Je Ronais, and du Puis. Yes, ſaid des 
Frans, we arrived together, we have been 
together for two Nears paſt, and I have been 
at his Meding. ſince T left you; he has at laſt 
married his old Miſtreſs the beautiful Ba- 
beta Fenoiil ; he has related to me the fore- 
going part of bis Hiſtory, and I have ſeen the 
happy Concluſion. You have already met with 
Some diverting Adventures, tho it is but three 
Days ſince you arrived in Paris, ſaid 4e Ro- 
22ais laughing. Tes, ſaid des Frans, I have 
been at the Marriage of a Man who has been 
vaniſb d France above this ſix Tears, with 
the Woman on whoſe Account he was baniſb'd: 
A Man whom the World has believed dead 
theſe four Years paſt, and yet has at his Re- 
turn found his Miſtreſs ſtill conſtant, for 
which Reaſon I adore her Virtues. He has 
had good Luck, ſaid des Ronais, my Fortune 
has not been ſo good. You have no juſt Rea- 

to complain, ſaid du Puis, and if you 
avould but hear Reaſon I could aiſabuſe you, 
but you are deaf to me and every body elſe ; 
« but I hope Monſieur des Frans will be heard, 
and reconcile you and my Couſin, who has 
ſent by me to beg the Favour of his Company 
to-morrow, <vhen he Hall be inform of all 
the truth. Could I ſtay longer with you, I 
oi even now in your Preſence, ſaid he to 
des Ronais, convince you of your Error; 
and I muſt tell you ſhe has condeſtended to do 
more to procure a Reconciliation with you 
than you Aeſerve, if you refuſe longer to 
hearken 10 Reaſon, I will not fail to — of 

2-6 er, 


coe =% yk Aa kk A, x 


des Londe, ſaid 4u Puis, therefore muſt take 
Leave till anon. Who is that Lady ? ſaid des 
Frans. *Tis a Siſter of the unfortunate 
Gallouin's, ſaid Jes Ronais, and our Friend's 
Miſtreſs, to whom it is time he were marry'd; 


her maiden Name was Nanetta, but ſhe is now- 


the Widow of Monſieur de Londe, one of the 
moſt agreeable honeſt Gentlemen that ever was 
born. I knew him, ſaid des Frans : Go, go, 
my Friend, ſaid he ſmiling to du Pmis, the 
Company of a Miſtreſ is always to be prefer a 
to 4 Friend's. TI cannot avoid waiting on her 
to-day, ſaid he, but to-morrow I «will be at 
your ſervice all day. He took Leave and left 
des Ronais and des Frans alone, who took 


that Opportunity to claim Jes Ronais's Promiſe 


of telling him what had happen'd between. 
him and his Miſtreſs; which he did in theſe 


Terms, 
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her, ſaid des Frans. I am going to Madam & 
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The humorous FATHER and 
LoveR: Being the Hiſtory 
of Monſieur des Ronais and 

Mademoiſelle du Puis. 


© SEG Need not, ſaid he, mention my 
7 


Pamily and Birth, fince you and I 
Ys were born Neighbours and were 
Rat educated together; I ſhall — 

relate what is paſt ſince we parted. 

Various Reports were ſpread of your leaving 

Paris; ſome were of Opinion that you were 

gone to the Army again ; others fear'd that 

you had withdrawn, and quarrel'd a ſecond 

time with Gallczin and kill'd him, and ſo con- 

ceal'd your ſelf and eſcaped to ſome foreign 

untry; but ſome of your Friends, who 

guels'd rightly, ſuppos'd that you were re- 

tired with Silvia, ert juſt at the 

fame time : In fine, every one ſpoke their 
Sentiments except your near Relations, and 

they were all filent ; my Lady, your Mother 

was more reſerved than the reſt, which made 

every body conclude ſhe was privy to the Se- 

cret, and deeply concern d. Galloiin and du 

Puis did all that was poſſible to diſcover 

. | Wherg you were; and at laſt, as 4 why” 
: nce 
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ſince told you, ſix Months after your Departure 
he retired to a Convent and became a Capu- 
chine ; giving no other Reaſon but that he 
was diſguſted with the World, tho' it ſeems 
he had other ſecret ones which u Y muſk 
acquaint us withal, and I at preſent 4 
Stranger to, Your Departure was long 
Subject of our Converſations, and 2 re- 
tted by all your Friends, but by none more 
than by Mademoiſelle Grandet, who thought 
her ſelf to have much Right to your Heart; 
ſhe was long inconſolable. She has been ſince 
marry' d, but very unfortunately, and had not 
her Mother compel'd her to it, ſhe had been 
fill a Maid; ſhe is, thank Heaven, now a 
Widow, and more beautiful and charming 
than ever, and has lately refuſed ſeveral very 
advantageous Offers; and being now free, will 
not ſacrifice the Inclination ſhe ſtill has for 
you, to gratify another's. Theſe are the very 
Terms in which ſhe has expreſsd her Thoughts 
to Mademoiſelle du Pris, from whom I had 
my Information, and I dare credit the Truth 
of it ſince they are inſeparable Friends, and 
conceal nothing from one another, Perhaps 
this is what ſhe wants to ſpeak with you -a- 
bout. You flatter me, ſaid des Frans, I am 
not worthy to be ſo eſteem'd by a Perſon 7 . 
great Merit. You will ſoon be convincd 1 
ſpeak truth, /ai4 des Ronais, for you were ro 
— gone but ſhe declin'd all Company, 
and admited none but thoſe who by viſiting 
her Mother got Sight of her; being her 
Neighbour, I often viſited there, and the 


ſweetneſs of her Converſation engaged me to 
25 covet 
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covet her Friendſhip, and, without becoming 
her Lover, I had the Honour to be her inti- 
mate Friend There I ſaw Mademoiſelle 4 
Puis, who came to pay her a Viſit in Com- 
pany with her Mother, ſhe was then about 
ern, (you ſaw her ſome time before, when 
ſtood Godrather and Godmother together 
'0 a Child) ſhe was juſt come out of the Con- 
vent where ſhe had been bred from fix Years 
old, to ſee her Father and return'd to it again, 
having ſtaid but three Months in the World, 
becauſe her Mother could not endure to be 
ſeen with a Daughter almoſt as tall as her 
ſelf, You know ſhe was a Lady that was a 
little too gay, and did ſome things that ſully'd 
her Reputation, tho not criminal, and none 
but her Husband ever judg'd ill of her, which 
all the World condemn'd him for. You may 
judge of the Man when I tell you what he 
did the very Day that ſhe died, which is now 
about four Years and a half ago : You know 
he was bred to the Sword, and had ranged 
the World and return'd little the richer, yet 
he was a Man of Wit, fincere and frank in 
his Converſation, and never trick'd any body 
but his Daughter and me. He had been very 
unſucceſsful in all his Undertakings, and there- 
fore was cautious how he parted with what 
he had gotten, and unwilling to Portion his 
Daughter tho his only Chil, and would not 
difpoſe of her but according to her Merit and 
Ambition; and fo was refolv'd to keep 
her fingle, «nd what Fortune he had, fo long 
as he lived, and not truſt o Fortune any more. 
In his Youth he had been very W 
an 
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and at the Siege of Charenton, being then a 
Captain, received three Wounds, and being 
like to die ſent for a Prieſt, to whom he made 
a general Confeſſion. He would not give him 
the Sacraments unleſs he would marry the 
Lady (his late Wife) u ho was then with Child 
by him, and to whom he had promis'd Mar- 
riage. They were accordingly married as he 
lay in Bed, and a Report was ſpread that they 
had been privately married a Year before; 
but yet the Truth got Air, and fix Months after 
ſhe was brought-io-bed o the lovely Manon, 
and never had a Child fince. They lived very 
happily ſome time together; but au Pris be- 
ing eight and fifty, and worn out with the 
Fatigues he had ſuffer'd, grew fickly and 
jealous of his Wife, who was young 
beautiful, and loved Finery and Mirth, tho' 
innocent. She died in the Carnwal-time, and 
her Husband went in Maſquerade that very 
Night to the Marquis e Yerry's, who gave a 
Ball and Treat, to entertain a young Lady of 
great Quality whom he married Tas Days 


after. Di Puis went mask'd to the Baſſet- 


table, and ſet fifty Zowis-d'ors on a Card to 
the Marquis, who bad heard of Madame du 
Puis's Death, and having an honourable Re- 
ſpe& for her was cconcern'd for it; the Marquis 
play'd with him, and fo did ſome others; and 
au Puis won ſix Hundred Piſtoles, and this 
was, as he thought it, one of the moſt for- 
tunate Days of his Lite ; becauſe he loſt his 
Wife, and gor ſo much Money. Bein 
ask'd to unmask he refuſed a- while, but at lat 
yielded. The Marquis cried out, at fight of 
2 m: 
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him: How, ſaid he, a Man that has this 
Day toſt a virtuous Wife, and run a Maſque- 
rading | Monſter, are theſe the Tears you 
ſhed for the Loſs of one of the fineſt and beſt 
Women the World ? Soft, my Lora, ſaid he, 
von feel the Loſs of my Wife more than I do; 

for tho I was the Owner, you had the Uſe of 
her: Had I loſt my Money perhaps I might 
have cried, or at leaſt been out of Humour, 
but having won I have Reaſon to be merry; 
ſiuce I have loſk a Wife who made me ſad, aud 
gotten what will: make me gay; but your 
Lordf/bip having loſt both 'a Miſtreſs and your 
Money, may be concern'd, and ſo good-night 
to you. At theſe Words he went  briskly out 
of the Houſe, and ſtay'd not for an Anſwer, 
The Company were ready to die with laugh- 
ing, which confounded the Marquis, who pro- 
teſted the Lady was innocent, and that he 
would vindicate her Reputation to-Death, de- 
firing his Friends never to mention what had 

ſe d, or report what that ill Man had ſaid. 
fine, au Puis's Behaviour made the World 
cenſure him, and ſome ſuſpected he had 
iſon'd his Wife; he forefaw this, and there- 
re had her Body open'd by the Surgeons, 


the Phyſician being preſent, and they declared 


that ſhe died a natural Death. Thus he gave 
the World occafion to think ill both of him 
and her: A Husband's Jealouſy, tho unjuſt, 


injures his Wife's Henpur ; becauſe the ill. 
natur'd World always judges the worſt. 

For his Daughter, (who has her Mother's 
Beauty) he continued her, in the Monaſtety 
tho! ſhe was ſeventeen, and had not his In- 
3 $16 "(> firmities 
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6rmities made him want her to tend him and 
manage his Houſe, ſhe had been there to his 
Death; but about three Years ago, he ſhew'd 
her to the World, and call'd her forth to 
manage that Fortune that ſhe muſt at his 
Death be the Miſtreſs of. It was four Years 
fince I had ſeen her the firſt time, but at this 
ſecond View I thought her ten times more 
charming than before. I met her at Madam 
Granaet's, who was then married to Monfieur 
au Mongey ; I am not able deſcribe her, her 


Shape was divine, ſhe had the Air ofa Prin- 
ceſs, a blooming Youth with a Skingavhiter- 
than Snow, which had never been extfjaſed to 
the Sun or Air, but retain'd the deli Look 


of her infancy ; her Eyes are black, And have 
a brightneſs and languiſhing Soſtneſs cat i in- 
expreffible ; her Lips are Coral, and her Teeth 
Ivory and Pearl: In fine, every Feature is 

and charming, and ſuck a Virgin- in- 
nocence adorns her Face, and all her Motions, 
Gaite, and Actions are ſo genteel, lively, and 
engaging, that ſhe is a perfect Beauty; and 
has a Soul — the bright 2 holds 
it, a piercing Judgment, admirable pre- 
hen vaſt Memory, with ſo much Modedy. 
that ſhe charms all that converſe with her. 
For my part, I no ſooner ſaw, but I lov'd her 
even to Madneſs ; I abandon'd' my ſelf to the 
Paſſion, and courted her, and was well re- 
ceived ; but, tho ſhe heard me, yet ſhe re- 
turn d me no poſitive Anſwer. I remain'd 
long in Uncertainty, and it was by a lucky 
Accident that I diſcover'd, that ſhe liked me 
well enough to have ſome ſerious —_— 
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about marrying me: One Day when I was to 
viſit her, a Prieft was there, and the Diſcourſe 
fell accidentally upon the Subject of Marriage, 
and what wre juſt Impediments to render it 
unlawful. He ſaid, The primitive Church 
was much more rigid in obſerving thoſe 
things than the preſent ; and that it was 
* not then permitted for Perſons who had 
* {ſtood Goſſips to a Child together, to marry 
* one another : And that it was his Opinion, 
© that it was very unfit that it ſhould be now 
© {ſuffer'd, and had obſerved that the Children 
of ſuch Perſons were very unfortunate, by 
* which God ſhew'd that he did not bleſs ſuch 
* Marriages no more than thoſe of near Re- 
lations.” This Diſcourſe made ſuch an Im- 
proton upon her, that ſome Days after, a 
ntlewoman, to whom ſhe had promiſed to 

be Godmother: to her Child, being deliver'd, 
ſent for us, having often. ſaid ſhe would have 
me and Madam au Puis ſtand together, 
The Husband came wana to. me, and I 
promiſed to be there in the Afternoon ; but 
when he went to her, ſhe refuſed, and ſaid, 
ſhe only promis'd it in jeſt ; but having no 
luck, the Children always dying, ſhe would 
ſtand no more. The Gentleman came back 
to me, defiring I wou'd uſe my Intereſt with 
her. I promis d to bring her, and accordingly 
went to her ſo ſoon as I was drefs'd ; but ſhe 
abſolutely refuſed. Atdaſt 1 was fo vex'd 
that I told her, I ſuppoſed it was becauſe ſhe 
would not ſtand with me. She anſwer'd 
briskly, Indeed that is the Reaſon. I con- 
tinued to perſecute her; at laſt ſhe reminded 
| me 
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me of what the Prieſt ſaid, 2 like Scarlet, 


and turn'd from me in great confuſion, ſaying, 
I have a good Memory, and will not venture 
to commit a Sin, or put it out of my Power 
to do any thing I may one time or other be 
perſuaded to. I was fo charm'd at the tender 
and baſhful manner in which ſhe ſpoke theſe 
Words, that I ſcarce knew how to find Ex- 

reſſions to thank her, but ſhe ſaved me that 
trouble; for ſhe ſtaid not for an Anſwer, but 
fled to her Chamber and lock'd her ſelf up: 
Madame de Mongey, at her Requeſt, ſtood 
with me. That very Evening I return'd her 
my Thanks for this generous kind Diſcovery, 
and it being in vain to hide her Love any 
longer, we agreed that I ſhould ask her Fa- 
ther's Conſent, which I doubted not eaſily to 
obtain, As for my part, I was at my own diſ- 
poſal, being of Age, and having no Relations 
alive whoſ: Conſent needed to be ask'd. My 
Family and Fortune was ſuperior to his, and 
therefore we ſuppoſed he would readily em- 
brace the Offer; but we were much deceived: 
For having employ'd one of my Relations to. 

ropoſe it to him, he gave him this Anſwer, 

hat he was much obliged to me for the 
Honour I did him and his Daughter ; but, 
That he could not accept of my Offer, be- 
cauſe he could not part with ſuch a Part of his 
Fortune as was fit to offer a Man of mine; 
that whilſt he kept it intire, he could make 
a Shift to keep a Chariot, which his ill State 
of Health requir'd, and live handſomly ; but 
ſhould he divide it with a Son-in-law, he 
muſt retrench his Expences and live meanly: 
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And that he had ſaved what he poſſeſſed with 


great Difficulty, and was too old to get more 
and therefore thought it was but Reaſon he 
ſhould. enjoy it whilſt he lived. That he had 
taken his Daughter-out of the Convent with 
Deſign that ſhe ſhould comfort and aſſiſt him 
in W and not to give her away to another 
Man, who might hinder her, as his Wife, from 

being ſerviceable and paying him the dutiful 
Regard he could oblige her to whilſt ſhe 
was ſingle. That if ſhe was diſobedient and 
negligent, or marry'd without his Conſent, he 
ſhould give away what he had to others, and 

leave her no more Fortune than what her 
Mother brought him, which ſhe very well 
knew was never a Groat: And that if 
ſhe defired to have what he had, at his 

Death, ſhe muſt deſerve it in his life-time 
by living fingle. That this was his Reſolution 
unakerably ; and defired none of his Friends 
would mention any ſuch Propoſals to him any 
more, as they valued his Friendſhip. 

This Anſwer, like a Sentence of Death 
ſurprized us: She wept, and I was in the 
utmoſt Deſpair ; but there was no Remedy 
but Patience. Du Puis was a poſitive Man, 
and had long before reſolved what to do, and 
it was in vain to try to moye him, tho we 
uſed all Means poſſible; and at laſt uſed one 
which had like to have intirely ruin'd us ; 

Which was, that we made his Confeſſor ſpeak 
to him : He repreſented to him, That his 
Daughter might never again have ſo good an 
Offer as I was : That the would 15 her 

ö rime: 
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Prime : That ſhe was of an Age to marry: 
That I conſented to take her without a Groat 
Fortune, on Condition that he would promiſe 
to give her ſome at his Death ; and that he 
ſhould enjoy it all during his Life : That in 
ſuch a Son- in- law, he would find a double Sup- 

t and Comfort: That in Conſcience he was 
lr to conſent to it, to prevent a thouſand 
Misfortunes which his Daughter, being paſ- 
fionately in love, and croſs'd, might occation 
him: That the World was full of Examples 
of this kind; and that he ought to prevent 
the worſt by a ſpeedy Marriage. In fine, This 
good Father ſaid all that Reaſon, good Naturs 
and Chriſtianity could plead in our behalf, but 
did not ſucceed ; he had to do with a Man 
whom Misfortunes had ſoured, and who was 
an Enemy to Marriage, And he anſwer d 
him to every Article in this manner: That 
he allow'd, that according to Appearance, he 
could not find a better Match for his Daugh- 
ter; but that he did not know but his Daugh- 
ter's Fortune, when he was dead, might equal 
mine: That ſhe was young enough to ſtay 
ſeven Years longer, without fearing any De- 
cay : That the longer ſhe lived fingle, the 
fewer Children ſhe would have, and the leſs 
Care; and that they would be ſtronger and 
longer lived, and that ſhe would be more 
ſtay d, and fitter to govern them and her Fa- 
mily : That as for my Offer, of letting him 
enjoy his Fortune whilſt he lived, he did not 
think himſelf obliged to me for leaving him 
the Poſſeſſion of what was his own already, 
and that his Daughter was ſo too ; and there- 


fore 


# 


22 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


fore he reſolved to keep her and his Eſtate ſo de 
long as he lived, and not to ſtrip himſelf be. th 
fore he was dead: That when once he had £© 
put it out of his power to diſpoſe of his Fot. H 
tune elſewhere, his Daughter and Son-in-law bi 
would be impatient for his Death; and that cl 
he would not put them under a Fempration 1 
to offend God by wiſhing it: That the World h 
was full of old People who had made them- ! 
ſelves wretched by their fooliſh Bounty to Wh ® 
their Children, who to the great Scandal of fi 
Piecy and Religion, do negle and deſpiſe them Wh Z 
when they have got all they can; and thete- l 
fore he was reſolved his Daughter ſhould al- © 
ways depend upon him: That he knew Chil- Wl * 
dren made fine Promiſes to get their Ends ; tl 
but, when he had fign'd and ſeal'd, they Ml P 
might act contrary ; and therefore would not 
ut it in his Child's Power to do ill by him : F 
hat he did not want a Son- in law's Help, nor {MW © 
had Occaſion for a Friend or a Lawyer, ſince 0 
he was out of Debt, and had a clear Eſtate: 1 
That for his own particular Uſe, he needed 
only a Valet- de chamber, a Cook and a Nurſe: ſ 
That for his Daughter's Conduct; he did not h 
think Parents anfwerable for their Childrens 1 
Actions, when they let them want for nothing b 
fitting : That he thought Parents much to 
blame to force their Children to marry, or go 1 
into Convents, againſt their Inclinations; 1 
and that he would never do either; reſolving 
not to marry her whilſt he lived ; but to leave 0 
her at liberty to diſpoſe of her ſelf and Fortune, i 
after his Death : That, in the mean time, he ſ 
debarr'd her of nothing ; but was more ready a 


to 
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to give her Clothes and Money, than ſhe to ask 
them, even to Profuſion, and never call'd her 
to an Account; but left her to manage his 
Houſe and Fortune; and that he knew nothing 
but the Deſire of a Bedfellow that could in- 


cline her to wiſh to change her Condition: 


That if he thought ſhe had ſuch Iuclinations, 


he could eaſily prevent his Diſhonour and her 


Misfortune, by ſetting a Governeſs over her 
who ſhould never quit her Company ; or con- 
fine her to her Chamber, and never let her go 
on Pilgrimages, or on Pretences of Devotion, 
farther than the Pariſh-Church with her At- 
tendant: That as for receiving Billetdoux 
and Love-Letters, he did not value it ; fince 
that Converſation (provided no Meetings were 
permitted) could never hurt her Virtue : But 
that he knew bis Daughter's Virtue and good 
Education ſecured her, and had Confidence 
enough in her Conduct, not to reſtrain her from 
ſeeing me, or going abroad with me in Com- 

ny: But that if ſhe deceived him, and un- 
lid ber ſelf, he ſhould not anſwer for it, and 


ſhould juſtify himſelf to the World by giving 


her never a Groat ; but would follow Madame 
de Lepine's Example, which was {till freſh in 
his Remembrance. Bos - 
What is that Story ? ſaid des Frans, inter- 
rupting him. Why 'tis a Lady, anſwer d des 
Ronais, whoſe Daughter ſtole a Marriage 
without her Conſent, and was carried, being 
taken in travail, to her Mother's to lye in ; 
but ſhe eruelly turn'd her out of Doors, a 
ſacrificed her to Monſieur 4e Pres the Father 


of her Lover; and the poor young Creature 
was 
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was carried to the Hoſpital of God, where ſhe 
died that ſame Day. I remember, laid ge; 
Frans, that I have heard that diſmal Story 
from a Gentleman of Paris, when I was at 
Lisbon. You ſhall know the Particulars of it, 
ſaid des Ronais, from au Puis, tor he knows 
it perfectly; we muſt engage him to tell it, 
for it is very extraordinary, and well worth our 
ones, Well, we'll try what awe can do with 
him, ſaid des Frans, but T beg Pardon for in. 
terrupting you, and muſt deſire you would pro. 
| Cceed with your own Hiſtory. Old Monſieur du 
Puis's tedious Diſcourſe, tho, in my Opinion, 
very cruel, yet was very wiſe and prudent. 
Having thus concluded it, ſaid des Ronais, 
he hearing ſomt Noiſe in the next Room, 
- imagined his Daughter and I were there 
liſtning, as we really were. At which he be- 
gan to ſatyrize upon us ſo comically, that we 
were both extremely mortify'd, and Made- 
moiſelle fell a crying, on which we- retired, 
having heard all this fine Lecture, which we 
'heard him finiſh in this manner. 

Sir, ſaid he to his Confeſſor, am not I very 
unfortunate ? I have toil'd and labour d all my 
Life, more than can be imagin'd, to provide 
for old Age, and been very unſucceſsful, ha- 

ving loſt great part of my Fortune, not by my 
don fault, but by the Will. of Heaven. I 
have juſt enough left to ſupport me handſom- 
ly, and have but a ſhort time to live, being 
outy and paralitick, And having but one 
Child, who owes her Being and All to me, 
The now would leave and defpoil me of Part of 
it, before Death gives her a Right to it all, 
1 3 
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to give it to a Stranger, who will not think 
himſelf*oblig'd to me for it, or perhaps love 
her better than I did her Mother, to whom 
I made ten thouſand Proteſtations of my Love 
before I had enjoy'd her, but never cared a 
farthing for her after the firſt three or four 
Nights, tho I ſwore I would love her eternal- 
lys but Fruition murder'd Love: And had 
the not prov'd with Child, and the Appre- 
henfions of dying frighted me, I had never 
marry'd her. Indeed I diſputed it, as long as 
[ was able, againſt a rigid Jeſuit, who retus'd 
me the Sacraments unleſs I would do it, tel- 
ling me, I was certainly dying, and would not 
recover; ſo for fear of future Puniſhments (for, 
alas ! things appear to us quite different on a 
Death-bed, from what they do when we are in 
Health) I marry'd her, to legitimate the 
Child, and ſecure my ſelf a Place in Paradiſe. 
Nor need I fear Hell, for ſhe kept me 


__ Years in Purgatory, and I have done 
a 


evere Penance for c{caping Death: but, by 
dying, ſhe has at laſt freed me; and indeed 
it was the only thing ſhe ever did to p'eaſe 
me ſince our Marriage. Tis true, I -lived 


quietly. with her for my own Credit, and 


wink d at what I thought amiſs for my own 
and my Child's Honour, who has as yet be- 
ha ved her ſelf gilcreetly. I tell you this, h 
he, under the Seal of Confeſſion. I have 
been very. unfortunate all my life, andy if my 


Daughter leaves me, I am determin'd tg/ forget 


her, and give my Fortune to Stangers ; and 


retire to ſome place v here I may be reſpected, 


and die in peace. We heard no more; but 
1 * went 
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went down into the Parlor, where we look'd on 
one another for ſome time, with much Diſorder. 
At laſt the good Father came to us, and re- 
lated in few words, what Monſieur au Puis 
ſaid in relation to our Marriage, without 
mentioning the ſevere things he ſaid of his 
Wife and us; but told us in the concluſion, 
That we ſhould lay afide all Thoughts of 
marrying whilſt he lived, and ſpeak no more 
about it to him, leſt it ſhould ruin us: That 
he found he was unalterable, and would never 
Move it more to-him if he lived a hundred 
Years. God forhid, ſaid I, I know not in 
what manner I ſpoke this; but the Confeſſor 
and Mademoiſelle du Puis both fell a laugh- 

ing. When the Prieſt was gone, ſhe went u 
to her Father, who had call'd for her, and bi 
me come to her again in the Evening; and 
we had reſolved to paſs the time at the 
Gate together, if we could not go a walking 
as heretofore : ſo we parted. As ſoon as 
ſhe enter'd her Father's Chamber; The 
World is not like to be at an End yet, ſaid 
he, I perceive the Defire of increaſing it con- 
tinues. You thought a Prieft would carry your 
Cauſe as well as your Mother's ; but you are 
deceived. Pray importune me no more, I am 
too old to be tutor'd ; I read you no Lectures, 
but confide- in your Conduct, take care not 
to offend me any more: I ſhall not reſtrain 
you from ſeeing Monſſeur des Ronais, this ac- 
compliſh'd Lover whom you ſo much efteem ; 
govern your ſelves ſo wiſely that the World 
may have no juſt ground for Cenſure. I ſhall 
ſay no more; but take care to merit my Fa- 
your 
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your and his Reſpect; for if you diſoblige me, 
you will dearly repent it all the Days of your 
life. After this, he never mention'd this Step 
of ours any more. IL now found my ſelf ohli- 
ged either to quit my Miſtreſs and Hopes, 
or become a perfect romantick Hero, and 
love like a Platonick ſo long as he lived, 
which was about eighteen Months ; when his 
Death releas'd us. | 
I had all the reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve this — loved me, all Favours that 
were honourable ſhe granted me. I ſaw 
her every Day; nay, we often went a- 
broad together, and I was always welcome to 
du Puis, who was infinitely, kind and civil to 
me, tho he doubted not but I wiſh'd him 
in the other World. | 
I was obliged to go to Angoumois, for ſome 
of my Family Affairs, in which I was the 
the chief Perſon concern'd : I deſign'd to ſtay 
but fix Weeks, but I was obliged to ſtay much 
longer. I beg'd her before I went, to give 
me her Picture; which, after ſome little Ce- 
remony, ſhe condeſcended to do, on conditi- 
on that I ſhould give her mine: I had mine 
drawn immediately, and having cauſed it to 
be decently ſet in a plain Gold Caſe, preſented 
it to her: After which ſhe gave me hers, on 
the Day when we paced ; but it was much 
finer and richer than mine; the Painting was 
extreme fine, and perfectly reſembled her, a. 
row of large Pearls was ſet round the inſide 
of the Cale next the Picture, there was a 
Looking-glaſs on the other fide, as there was 
in mine; on the back = the Caſe, in Enamel, 
2 Was 
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was repreſented, on the fide behind the Pic- 
ture, Dido on the Funeral Pile with a Dagger 
in her Hand, and a Sea cover'd with Ships, 
of which the Admiral appear'd at the Head 
of the Fleet, with the taithleſs Aineas ſtand- 
ing on the Deck; with this Motto round the 
Picture, ſe . 

Te ſurvrois ſon exemple. 

2 0 In igll 
I will follow her Example. 


On the back of the Glaſs was painted a Gen- 
tleman riding full ſpeed, and a Cupid flying 
before him holding the Bridle of his Horſe, 
going from a City, and ſeveral fine Women; 
the Motto round it was, | 


Rien ne retient un Amant conduit par Þ Amour. 

"—_ In "Enghfp : © 4 

Nothing can detain a Lover, when Love 
calls him away. K 


This was a very rich Preſent, and the 

eweller who ſett my Picture, aſſur'd me, 

oth the Picture and Caſe was admirably well 
done, and well worth, at leaſt, two hundred 
Louis dors. Nothing could better ſhew her 
Affection; for the Gentleman on Horſeback, 
admoniſh'd me to return with all ſpeed ; and 
the Women, to beware of breaking the Vows 
1 bad made her; and Dido, aſſured me of 
her Conſtancy, even to death, Yet my Diao 
has play d me falſe ; but of that I ſhall talk 
Hereafrer. 
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I leave you to gueſs whatAcknowledgments 
I made her, and what Proteſtations of Con- 


ſtancy paſt on both Sides. LI parted: with the 


utmolt regret, and tho I ſtaid longer by, much 
than I deſign'd, yet I return'd more in love 
than I went from her. She likewiſe ſeem'd to 
be more fond of me, and lels reſerv'd; and 


received me with more Joy and Affection than 


ſhe had ever ſhewn before. We had not 
miſs'd writing to one another every Poſt, and I 
ſent her Preſents of whatever I could get that 
was rare, and worthy her Acceptance. 
I was charm'd with her Wit in Converſation 
before ; but her manner of Writing was income 

rable, her Style was lively, caſy, compre- 
Ae nh and ſo ſweet and touching, that ſhe 


who rally'd me for pay Indifference for them; 
and they all, conk s'd, 


Contents of which were as follows: d 
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, FF I were govern'd by my Reaſon I ſhould 
* write no more to you, for I am really 

* very much diſpleas'd : Can any thing be 
more provoking than to receive from you 
Letters writ in a Style fo pleaſant, and to 
© hear that you enjoy your Health perfectly? 
* You have told me a thouſand times that 
you loved me, and that you would nor ſtay a 
Month from me on any Conſideration. I 
* let you go on this Condition; , and four 
* Months are already paſs'd, and yet you are 
neither ſick nor lunatick. How happy are 
* you that have ſuch a ſtrong Heart and Brain, 
* that is proof againſt the racking Pains of 
* Abſence and Jealouſy ! I am not ſo ha 
* as to be like you; I am jealous to the laſt 
* degree, and could wiſh that all the World 
* hated you fo, that you may be forced to re- 
turn to me at laſt: yet, on reflection, I 
* wiſh the reverſe, and defire my whole Sex 
* would court and follow you, that I might 
* be juſtify'd in the Choice I have made of 
* you ; but tho I would have all Women look 
on you with my Eyes, yet I would not have 
, you turn yours upon any body but me, for 
I begin to fear the provincial Beauties have 
* ſupplanted me. When will you return? 
or muſt I fee you no more? Have you no 
* better Teſtimony to give me of your Con- 
* ftancy than Letters? Adieu. I am fo diſ- 
* trafted that I cannot write Senſe. I reſolved 
to quarrel with you at the beginning of this 
Letter; but Jour Idea, when we really 
loved, has fo ſtrongly pofleſs'd my Imagina- 
tion, 
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* tion, that I cannot think it poſſible that you 
* are changed, and ſtill flatter my ſelf you will 
* ſoon return as amorous and paſſionate as ever, 
and put an End to my Anger and Suſpicions. 
Mademoiſelle Mallet has this Day made her 
* Vows, and is at laſt a Nun: How happy is 
* ſhe if her Heart be diſingaged from the 
World! But how wretched if ſhe {till loves 
* Beaulien with the ſame Sincerity that I do- 
the unkind Jes Ronais ! Be conſtant and re- 
turn ſoon. | 
. Adieu. 


Shutting up the Letter, the Ladies ſaid 
they were all charm'd ; and inſtead of tempt- 
ing me to be falſe, did nothing but excite me 


to be conſtant to one ſo worthy to be beloved. 


I did all that was poflible to finiſh my 
Affairs in order to return to her, but was 
forced to oy two Months longer at Anguleſine, 
during which time her Letters were the Sub- 
je& of our daily Converſation, and her Health 
was toaſted at every Meal. But I had a Ri- 
val at Parts, the Son of an Officer of the 


King's Houſhold, a young Courtier, who- 
made love to my Miſtreſs : but being a 


Novice who had juſt left the Schools, and as 
ignorant of the World as if he had never 
been without his College Walls, ſhe made him 
her Diverſion; and ſo deſcribed him to me 
in her Letters, that Cato himſelf would have 
{miled, had he ſeen them ; and all thoſe to 
whom I ſhew'd them, admired the Vivacity 
of her Wit, and Delicacy of her ſatirical 
Style. In fine, I return'd more enamour'd” 
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than ever, and fully reſolv'd to uſe the laſt 
Efforts to obtain 4 Pruis's Permiſſion to marry 
her; but he having got fight of ſome of the 
Letters I writ to her on this Subject, had 
us'd all poſſible Precautions to prevent me. 
She received me with open Arms; we both 
wept for Joy, and I fell at her Feet in ſo great 
a Tranſport, that for ſome Moments 1 could 
not ſpeak ; and I perceived ſhe was little leſs 
diſorder'd than I was. After a thouſand ten- 


der Expreſſions and Embraces, I told her my 


Reſolution to purchaſe her Father's Conſent at 
any rate; and the next Morning early I. went 
to him, when fne was gone to Prayers, which 
I thought. the moſt proper time, and threw 
my felt at his Feet, and intreated him to give 
me his Daughter in her Shift, without a Groat 
Fortune, or any Hope or Pretence to any 
thing after his Deceaſe; offering him, That 
he ſhould give his Fortune to whom he 
pleaſed; That I would renounce all, Preten- 
fions to it, and ſettle upon her whatever, Part 
of my Fortune he thought fit. Could I do 
more? He ſeem'd touch'd with the generous 
manner of my Procedute, and muſed awhile 
before he anſwer' d. At laſt he told me, That 
my long Ablence had made him conclude, 
that I had laid aſide all Thoughts, of his 
Daughter; and that he had therefore 
hearken'd to ſome Propoſals made him by 
an intimate Friend, whoſe Son was fall'n in 
love with her as well as I; and thinking you 
(ſaid he) would not take it ill, I have given 
him my Promiſe that he ſhall have her, and 
all the Devils in Hell ſhall not make me 

| | | 5 break 
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break my Word: Yet I will not force her; 
for if ſhe will not conſent to it, I will 11 
no farther of it. Compleat your Bounty, fl. 
J. embracing his Kees ; and ſince you at 
laſt conſent to let her marry, give her to me 
if ſhe defires it, and makes me her Choice. 
The Tranſport I was in made me add many 
Reaſons ; ſo that at laſt T extorred from him 
a Promiſe to give her to me, if ſhe deſired 
it, And he made me ptomiſe, that if ſhe 
declared herſelf in favour ,of my Rival, I 
ſhould quit her; which I freely conſented to. 
Then he. ſmiled, and ſaid, You are very con- 
fident of her Affection to you, I find; finee 
you are ſo poſitive of her Conſent; but be- 
ware you be not ' deceived ; you are little. 
skill'd in Women, I perceive ; rhey are a ſub- 
tle Sex, and very Kat. I know her 
perfectly, ſaid J, and fear nothing: She ts 
conſtant, and above the little Artifices and 
Frailties of mean Souls: I dare truſt my Fate 
in her Hands. He look'd ironically - upew 
me, and turn'd away. Tho I put a good Face 
upon it, I was at this Moment ſtung with 
Jealouſy ; and ſo going down into the Parler, 
waited for Madam % Pris's return home 
with much impatience. It was not long be- 
fore ſhe came, and was ſurpriſed to find me 
there ſo early; but much more when J told 
her the Reaſon of my coming. You will un- 
do us, ſaid Me, you ought to have firſt con- 
ſulted me, and have ask'd my Conſent : He 
has promis'd me to another, and only fools 
you, and I am poſitive will never keep the 
romiſe he bas made y ou. This Anſwer threw 
wh {1 444 7] 15719 0 5* 11 24 8 
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me into a Paſſion: I have nothing, ſaid I, to 
fear, but from your ſelf; and if I am not 
happy, it muſt be your own fault: Your Fa- 
ther, doubtleſs, is ſenſible that you are falſe, 
and do '- She my Rival in your Heart before 
me; 1 | 
declare your ſelf in my Favour this very Mo- 
ment, or expect never to ſee me more. I 
2 theſe Words in ſo haughty a Tone, that 
e knew. was in earneſt, and calmly an- 
ſwer'd: If you ſuſpect my Fidelity to you, 
after all the Proofs I have given you of my 
Affection, tis juſt that I ſhould puniſh you 
with refuſing to expoſe my ſelf, by declarin 
that I love you in ſo publick n 
make you wait longer for. a Happineſs you 
don't deſerve at — I could convince you 
how imprudent the Step is you have taken, 
but this is no proper, Place ta do it in ; meet 
me at three in the Afternoon in the Garden of 
the Arſenal, there we may talk alone without 
being interrupted ;, and I will acquaint you 
with things you are yet a Stranger to, and 
put an End to your Uneaſineſs. She ſaid no 
more, but went up Stairs to her Father. I 
fail'd not to keep the Aſſignation. We met: 
Tam, ſaid /he, at a loſs to know my Father's 
Deſign; be aims, I believe, at making you 
Jealous, and parting us; he deſpiſes the young 
Fop he has promiſed me to as much as I do, 
knows I will never conſent to have him, 
yet has poſitively promiſed that I ſhall ;' and 
{nce you went away this Day, has ſent for 
him and his Father, to conclude on our Mar- 
nage: be has at the ſame time promiſed yous 
: 


ſo, it is no time to diſſemble, either 


ow * 
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that if I conſent I ſhall be yours. I am de- 
termin'd to comply with your Defires ; and 


'4- WF this very Hour, in the Preſence of your 
ſe, Rival, to convince you of my Affection and Fi- 
4 delity, and expoſe my ſelf, Tho I know it 


will not procure our r let us put 
him under a Neceſſity of keeping his Word; 
I or being ridiculous. I was fo tranſported at 
at her Generoſity, that I went into the Coach 
1- which had 9 her and waited, which 
1, vas a Hackney, for ſhe did not dare to make 
Y BW uſe of her Father's on this Occafion ; and we 
u BF went together directly to: Monſieur au Puit, 
3 whom we found quite changed from what he- 
ear'd to be in the Morning, and ſeem'd to 
bare repented of the Promiſe my violent Im- 
* NN had extorted from him. He was in- 
eed reſolved that I ſhould have her, but 
not whilſt he lived; and aim'd to ſow diſ- 
ſenfion between us only to delay our marrying, 
but not to part us quite; and meant by this 
Trick to- engage me to her-the faſter, by her 
being put to this Trial: in order to which he 
had in my Abſence procured me this worth- 
leſs Rival, whom he uſed as his Tool, whoſe - 
Father he had given his Word to, that his 
Son ſhould have his Daughter, provided ſhe 
conſented. When we enter'd the Chamber, 
my Rival, young au Pont, and his Father 
were there: Monſieur du Puts had told him, 
That finding himſelf declining he reſolved to 
ſee his Daughter diſpoſed of, and had ſent for 
him to conclude the Affair. This ſo tranſ- 
Ported the young Fool, who was mad in love 


with her, that he hung about his Neck, 
* calbd 
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call'd him Father, and ask'd when the Day 
ſhould be; but the Father prudently thank'd 
him, with many Acknowledgments of the Fa- 
vour he had done him in preferring his Son be- 
fore ſo many Men of greater Fortune and De- 
ſert who had courted Madam a Puis ; then 
next proceeded to talk of Portion and Settle- 
ment, as if all things were ready to be agreed. 
Du Pont granted all Monſieur 4 Pris ask'd, 
and left all to his Diſpoſal. . During this Diſ- 
courſe we arrived : My fimple Rival came 
briskly up to her, and with a ridiculous Air of 
Aſſurance, ſaid, Mademoiſelle, give me leave 
to. teſtify my Joy to you by this Kifs ; your 
Father 3s this Day made me the, happieſt 
Man on Earth, by giving you to me; for I 
know you are a Lady of more Wiſdom than 
to reject his Choice. She bluſh'd, and was 
in great Confuſion, but yet did not hefitate ; 
but immediately threw herſelf at her Father's 
Feet, regardleſs of the Father and Son, and 
laid all the handſome things in my behalf that 
was poſſible; nay, ſhe proceeded to ſpeak 
ſome bitter things againſt my Rival, and 
ſhew'd fuch a paſſionate Love and tender Re- 
ſpe& for me, that I could ſcarce forbear fallin 

at her Feet, to thank her. She condhillet 
with aſſuring him, that as ſhe was reſolved 
never to marry againſt his Conſent, ſo ſhe ne- 
ver would yield to marry againſt her Inclina- 
tion: That I was her Choice, and ſhe would 
never break the Faith ſhe had given me. 
Then I ſeconded her, and reproached him 
ſharply with his breach of Promiſe to me. In 
fine, old 27! Pont, who was a Man of Honour, 
2 if: 85 ' took 
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tock our Part, and told him, he never would 
have made any Advances in relation to his 
Son, had he been inform'd of our Engage- 
ment before: That he could not do better 
than to unite two Perſons whoſe Hearts and 
Affections were ſo join'd : And that he coun- 
ſell'd him, both as an honeſt Man and a ſin- 
cere Friend, to delay our Happineſs no longer. 
Du Puis was quite confounded, and at laſt. 
fell into a Paſſion, calling his Daughter inſo- 
lent and immodeſt, for declaring herſelf ſo 
boldly before the World : That ſhe wanted 
the Reſpe& that was due to him and herſelf :. 
That tho he had promiſed not to force her to 
marry againſt her Will yet he was reſolved 
not to conſent to her Choice. I reproached 
him in vain with his Promiſe to me, he was 
immoveable; and turning rudely away, left us. 
Old Monfieur 41 Pont was furpriſed ; the Son 
was diſtracted to find his Hopes all fruſtrated, 
Madam u Huis was drown'd in Tears, and'l 
was ſo enraged that I knew not what I faid : 
ſhe retired to her Chamber, I follow'd her 
and there we condoled our Misfortunes ; 
Monfieur au Pont follow'd Monſieur au Pulis, 
and did all that was poſſible on our behalf. 
Madam 4 Puis and I went down into the 
Partor, where in ſome time the two, Jy Ponts 
came to us; I expected a Quarrel from my 
Rival, but was deceiv'd: the Father and Son 
handſomly' ask'd Pardon for the Trouble they 
had occaſion'd us, and Madam diu Pris obli- 
gingly told him, She was ſorry her Heart was 
i aged, otherwiſe , ſhe ſhould, have re- 
pected him before any.Man,; but that her 


bar 
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Inclinations being fix'd, ſhe could not accept 
of a ſecond Choice. Come my Son, ſaid t 

Father, take your laſt Leave of Mademoiſelle, 
and let us expiate our Fault by giving her no 
farther lubjekt of Complaint againſt us by re- 
peating your Viſits here, where your Preſence 
and Addreſſes are diſtaſteful, My paflive 
Rival readily obey'd; and we parted with a 


hundred Compliments on all fides ; and in- 


deed he was very civil, for he never return'd 

to trouble us any more. 5 ® 
Thus I got rid of my Rival, and yet was 
never a jot the happier ; we found it was in 
vain to make any farther-Attempts upon, her 
Father, and ſo reſolved to wait with patience, 
and ex from Time what we could not 
now. obtain, I took no farther notice to 
Monſieur au Puis, nor he to me or her, of 
what had paſs'd; but I went every Day to 
viſit there, and was received as if I had been 
his Son, and all the World look'd upon me as 
ſuch, and no Perſon preſum'd to rival me; 
and indeed he always defign'd his Daughter 
ſhould have me, that is, when he was dead.: 
Nay he loved me dearly, as he manifeſted in 
leſs than a Month after this Quarrel in the 
moſt generous manner imaginable. You muſt 
know that I had agreed for the Poſt I now 
poſſeſs, during the Life-time of him I ſuc- 
ceeded: he dying at this Juncture, and I ha- 
ving engaged to pay what I was to give for it 
all at one Payment on his deceaſe, So ill luck 
a Banker who had above twenty thouſand 
Crowns of mine in his Hands, died at the 
fame time; and, as is very frequent with tho 
—— 2068 
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fort of People, left his Affairs ſo intangled 
that there was no geting any Sum of Money 
there, and I fear d it was in danger of being 


all loſt. This oblig'd me to ſeek out for Mo- 


ney which was very ſcarce, ſo that I offer d to- 
mortgage my Lands ; but this muſt take up 
ſome time, which put me toa great. Dilemma.. 
I know. not how aun Puis came to hear of it, 
for I never mention'd any thing of it to him 
nor Madam Manon; but he borrow'd Money. 
of all his Friends, nay even pledged his Plate, 
and; when F leaſt expected any thing of this 
nature from him, fent her to me to tell me, 
That her Father hearing I had Occafion for 
Money, had ſent me a Note for twenty thou- 
fand Crowns, and if that would not ſuffice, he 
would be bound for me for whatever Sum I. 
wanted more; ſhe told me, moreover, That 
ſhe was quite aſtoniſn'd when ſhe ſaw him 
ſend the Plate out of the Houſe, and borrow, 
and call in Money at ſuch a Rate, and fear'd he 
was going to make away all he had. I was fo. 
ſurpriſed, for my part, that I knew not what 
to think: This generous Deed- of his made 
me forget all he had before done to vex me, 
and from this Moment I dearly loved him. 
This Supply arrived very luckily, for I was to 
pay the Money for my Poſt that very Afﬀeer- 
noon. The firſt thing I did was to go and re- 
turn him Thanks: I got into the Coach with 
Madam du Pris, and went to him. I made 
him a thouſand Acknowledgments for the Pa- 
your he had done me, and offer'd to give him. 
my Note, or Bond, or the Deeds of wy 
Eltace, as a Security ; but he refuſed 4 
1 | and 
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and would not ſuffer me to ſay. half I would. 
Say no more, ſaid he, a Friend is beſt known 
when wanted: I know you have often wiſh'd 
me dead; but I ſhall convince you that it is 
more to your Advantage that I am {till living, 
no Man loves you better than I do; go finiſh 
your Buſineſs and come to donde IANY me, 
and then we'll talk farther. I was, much 
pleaſed with his ſincere plain way of treating 
me, and accepted his Coach to go about my 
Buſineſs, which I that Day finiſhed; to my 
Satisfaction, and return'd to Supper; where 
I again ' renew'd my Acknowledgments to 
Monſieur a Puig; but he ſtill interrupted 
me: Morblen, ſaid he, give me leave to 
ſpeak, and don't teaze me any more: Did J 
not more conſult your Intereſt than my own, 
when I refuſed to give you my Daughter 
without a Fortune, as you defired me? Had 
I conſented to your Marriage, and given you 
the Money I have this Day ſupply'd you with- m 
al, after you had marry'd her you would not ve 
have thought your ſelf obliged to me; but IM a; 
now I have. found the way to convince you Hit 
that I am your real Friend, and love you ſin- x 
cerely : My dear Friend, ſaid he, clapping me L. 
on the Shoulder, learn of me to be always the WW th 
Diſpoſer and Maſter of what you poles and . 
ſo, engage your Children te reſpect and court N 
your Fayour, and never diveſt your ſelf of an 
your Fortune before you die, to depend on }f yi 

them; manage them as I have done Manon and L. 
you, for I look on you both as mine, and you | co] 
will be ever honqur'd_and reyer'd. Tho his I los 
Morals were very diſpleaſſug to us, yet in my wh 
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Soul'I could not but confeſs they were pru- 
dent, and too often true ; and if all Parents- 
would act ſo, Children would be more obedi- 
ent; and it is very improper that thoſe to 
whom we owe our Beings ſhould depend upon 
us; Whereas it is natural, and ſutable to the 
Laws of God, that we ſhould depend on thoſe 
who brought us into the World. I could not 
but admire this Man's Reſolution, who tho 
he loved me ſo well, yet would not give me 
his Daughter, becauſe he would continue the 
ſole Proprietor of her and his Fortune. Nor 
would he be perſuaded to take any Security 
or Acknowledgment under my Hand for the 
Money, part of which I that Night return'd 
him, having more than ſufficed for my Occa- 
frons, and in ſome time after the reſt. Sure, 
ſoid he, you expect to die before me, and ne- 
ver have Manon, or elſe you might have kept 
this Money. It was / not long before he gave 
me another Proof of his Love: There was a 
very pretty young Woman who lived with Ma- 
dam de Ricoux, at whoſe Houſe I lodged; for 
it is but ſince au Priis's Death that I have 
kept Houſe, till then I boarded with this 
Lady who was my Relation; and I kept but 
three Servants, a Coachman, a Footman, and 
Valet de Chamber, to whom I gave boatd- 
Wages : The young Woman' was well born 
and bred, ſhe came often into my Apartment 
with Meflages from her Lady, to take my 
Laces and Linen to mend, or bring my Cho- 
colate; ſometimes ſhe would come on frivo- 
lous Errants three or four times - following, 


ill 


4 


converſed with Ma 
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ill Thoughts into my Head. In fine, tho ] 

32 au Puis, as Angel 
do with one another, yet Nature inſpired me 
with mortal Defires with one who ſeem'd a 
willing as I; in ſhort I dally'd with her fe 
Diverſion, ſhe was gay and witty, and but 
Fourteen ; we two made a third. It was: 
pretty while that we carried on this Intrigue 
without being ſuſpected; but at laſt all came 
out, and du Puis was inform'd of it, and that 
ſhe was near her time, and had begun a Suit 
againſt me in the Biſhop's Court; and one 
came and told him, That that very Morning 
ſhe had obtain'd a Decree againſt me. 8 
ſoon as he ſaw me enter his Chamber, he told 
me all, and put me into the greateſt Contu 
fon that ever I was in all my Life; bu 
he would not ſpeak before his Daughter, yet 
Me overheard every Word. Tho it is but 1 
Frifle, ſaid he, yet it will diſgrace and vet 
you. ſhould you be arreſted, eſpecially at thi 
time, when you are juſt entering on the Stage 


of the World in ſo conſiderable a Poſt, and 


blaſt your good Name: Stay here in my 
Houſe, where no will dare to enter to 
look for you, and I will go and make up the 
Matter; but firſt ingenuouſly tell me whether, 
when you ruin'd her, you did not make her 
a Promiſe of Marriage, or on what Term 
— gain'd her. I aſſur'd him I never made 

r any Promiſe, but only made her a Preſent 
af thirty Zowis-&'ors, You bought a mortal 
Sin, ſaid he laughing, very dear, my Friend; 
but did you give her nothing ſince? No, ſaid 
4 ſhe would never take any thing, tho LN 
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offer d her Money and Preſents. She was 


I warrant her; Intereſt made her yield, and 


Pleaſure made her continue her Satisfaction. 
But to be ſerious, we muſt put an End to 


this Buſineſs quickly. He had not been able 
to ride in his Coach for ſome Months before, 
and-was very unfit to go abroad ; yet, tho his 
Daughter and I beg'd him not to venture, he 


went out in a Chair. 1 know not whither he. 


went; but in four Hours time he came home 
again with a Parchment- Writing in his Pocket, 
which pulling out and ſhewing to me; Here, 
nid he, is emplaſſyum contra contuſionem ; 
your Lady cannot now arreſt you, you may if 
3 puniſh her; but that I know 

to do, I have a Decree againſt her, and. 
ſhe will ſoon be humbled to come to-your own 


— 


fine, the Girl was fo frighted, findi 

what — Friends I bac ts ſtand by 125 
bat inſtead of oing about to compel me to. 
narry her, ſhe beg d for an Accommodation, 
and accepted of a ſmall Sum of Money, on 
condition that I ſhould take care of the Child. 
80 the Affair was ended in two Days, tho 
with no ſmall: Expence. The Child died in a 
Fortnight after it was horn, and du Puis and 
bis Daughter were ſo kind, to procure my 
Peace, and ſo manage the poor Girl's R - 
tion, that they got ber marry'd to one of his 
Country Tenants : and Monficur an Puis 
gave her a'Preſent, and oblig'd me to contri- 
dute ſamething as a Portion for her; 9 


in the right, ſai4 he, a good - natur d Girl, 


Terms: I have ſent an Officer to her. It 


1 
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lives very happily, and, for ought I know, ve- 

This Buſineſs cauſed me to have ſome 
trouble with my Miſtreſs, who was much dil. 

leaſed, and continually reproached me for 
2 falſe to her, as ſhe call'd it; and it 
was a Comedy, to hear Monfieur 4% Puig 
who was a. pleaſant Droller: Theſe Maids, 
ſaid he, are ſtrange Creatures, the poor Men 
can't live at quiet for them; poor Monſicur 
des Ronais reſiſted all he could, I am con- 


fident ; but the Women will not be denied, 


not a Day paſſes bur ſome, Woman is undone; 
one dies in Child-bed, others clandeſtipe]y get 


great Bellies and lole their er 


8 and Fortunes: Madam, the Viſcount' 
f ho, . bg La ae 5 ſix 
nths ago, ſhe ſuffer'd inſupportable Pains, 
55 was 10 ill many Days tba ber Lite was 
defpair'd-of : She ſwore by Heaven and her 
Soul, that if ſhe recoyer'd this time, her Hul 
band ſhould never come to Bed to her any 
more, forſwore all Communication with Man- 
kind, yet ſhe is again with Child, and 'tis re- 
vsband; ſure the Company of a Man mul! 
very pleaſing to that Sex, Curiofity draws 
then. in-to taſte the Pleaſure 5 a Lover Riſe 
them in the Moment of Temptation, they” re- 
ſiſt a little, to gender the Conqueit more 4. 
grecable to the Man; at laſt they yield thro 
Frailty, and then grow bold and continue the 
vitious Courſe by Inclination; and in time 
they grow audacious, and ſollicite the Man, 
who being tired and cloy'd, flys the Woman 
| | he 


. 


French LOVERS. 


till at laſt the Devil ſeizes both the Gallants 
and Miſtreſſes. His Style was fo ſatyrical, it 


he was in this vein, his Daughter always 
quitted the Room if ſhe could ſo ſoon as he 
began; but he was often ſo malicious; that he 
would be ſure to prevent it, 'by employing her 
about him, or when we were ſeated at Table. 
She often defended her Sex very handſomly : 
Why, ſuid ſbe, do you not fear my Conduct 
vith Monfieur Jes Ronais, ſince you think fo 
ill of Women? No, ſaid he, if I lock'd you 
op from him I ſhould fear you; but Women 
left at liberty, are wiſeſt : Lou are (tho not 
exempt from 'Inclinations) a Woman of Senſe, 
and know your Duty; and he will never 
tempt you himſelf, becauſe he deſigns you for 


— 
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ou ever had any Thoughts of attempting m 
Deighter's Honour, when you lvoe ide x4 
lone with her? I dare be confident you have 
not. No, ſaid J, ſiniling, not yet: But why 
do you put me to ſo cruel a Trial, and run ſo 
great a Venture? How can 1 tell but my Pa- 
tience may be worn out, and my Love daily 
augmenting, may tempt me to commit ſome 
Extra vagance? Since you appear to approve 
of our conting together, why do you keep us 
in Pain ? I daily preſs'd him in this manner, 
but could never get a poſitive Anſwer, Thus 
we paſs'd our time. I was continually with 
my Miſtreſs, and was treated as if I had been 
her Husband ; there wanted nothing but the 
freedom” of ſharing a Part of her Bed = 

| - er, 
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he purſued, and ſo forces her to ſeek for others, 


was impoſſible to forbear laughing. When 


a Wife. Confeſs now, ſaid he to me, have 
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was ſufficient to warn her; as was my own 


ask for in other Places. No, ſaid I, I ca 
- fire, but tis with yot-only that I can enjoy 


ſaid /he, I am certain. I could never get any 


with a Man whoſe Death could only make me 


her, which I did all I was able, to make het 
conſent to: I urged the particular Love and 
Eſteem her Father had for me: That he had 
declared, that he deſign'd her for me; and 
his Tenderneſs for her: That we were aſſurd 
of his Conſent, if our ſecret Converſe were 
diſcover d; and that it was the only Means to 
facilitate our Marriage, when he ſaw no other 
Remedy or Means to prevent it with Honour, 
But all my Rhetoric was loſt, ſhe heard me 
patiently, but it prevail'd nothing upon her, 
She ſmiling, anſwer d me always in one Tone: 
That ſhe loved me too well to run the Risk 
of loſing me: That her Mother's Example 


Adventure: What haſte are you in? ſaid /be 
laughing, you know, where to find what you 


find elſewhere what may ſatisfy a ſenſual De- 
true Satisfaction. Tis all Chimera and Fancy, 


other Anſwer from her; ſo that at laſt I be 
gan to be ſo uſed to live with her after thi: 
Platonick manner, that I ſeem'd to have forgot 
we were of different Sexes : I convers'd daily 


happy, and yet one whom I could not hate; 
one who uſed me like his Sen, and yet made 
me languiſh in Miſery ; he tortured and di 
verted me at the ſame time: I every Day 
ſaw a Woman whom I loved even to DiftraQt 
on, and of whom I was paſſionatly beloved; 
yet I grew inſenfible, and felt none of thoſe 
warm Inclinations which Love inſpires 15 - 
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which I can give no other Reaſon, but that 
finding the Impoſſibility of ſucceeding, m 
Body grew to be in ſubjection to my Mind, 


my Reaſon. | 
In fine, Having lived a long time (to my 


J thinking) in this manner, an Pris fell ſick, 


and became extreme weak on a ſudden ; he 
had lived long enough to think of dying, and 
repared for it as became a Chriſtian: and find- 
ing his Time was come, he was defirous to 
make me amends, and to ſee me happy be- 
fore he died ; and having received all the 
Sacraments of the Church, he cauſed me to 
fit down on his Bedfide, and defixed all but 
his Daughter and me to quit the Room. 
Then he briefly related to us all his Life 

ſt, which was a Series of Traubles and 


ries and Flights there appear'd a great deal of 
Honour and Generofity, and ſomething very 
noble and honeſt ; and certainly he was a Man 
of excellent Principles. He'told me, the many 
Loſſes and Misfortunes he had met withal, 
had render'd him ſo very cautious and care- 
— to provide = the _—_ I give you no- 
thing ue, ſaid he, in givin u 
BE kive, 4ou well deſerve hay ſhe 7 juſtly 
yours on a thouſand Accounts; I ask both 
your Pardons for having kept you ſo long 
aſunder 3 but 1 hope you wil confider, that 
the fear of loſing the Comfort of her Com- 
pany and Aſſiſtance in my Age, being ſo very 
inkrm, and unable to help my ſelf or manage 
my Family, occafion'd it : I know you _ 
| er 
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and all my Paffions were become ſubſervient to 


isfortunes ; but among all his Debauche- ' 
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her fincetely, and I cannot put her into better 
Hands. I beg you to reſpect her for my ſake 
as well as her own: Look on her as the Gift 
of a dying Friend, who dearly loved and re. 
ſpected you in his Life- time. Let me ſee you 
join Hands; and may ſhe be ever as dear to 
you after, as before Marriage, by continuing to 
deſerve your Affection, nd never give you 
any Cauſe to repent of the Honour you have 
done her in the Choice you have made of her; 
I beſeech God to heap his Bleflings upon 
you. And my dear Child, ſaid he to hi 
Daughter, I give you mine, but with this 
Charge, that you continue to deſerve it by 
your Virtue, and dutiful Love and Fidelity to 
Monſieur des Ronais, your Husband : Return 
Thanks to God, that has given you ſuch an 
honeſt Man, and continue to love and reſped 
him as 0. ought; he might have pretended 
to a richer and more noble Wife; and there- 
fore-make up to him what is wanting in you, 
by that Submiſſion and Tenderneſs which 2 
good Wife ought to ſhew to her Husband, \ 
Theſe are the Conditions on which I bleſs you, 
Then addreſſing himſelf to me ;. Tell my 
Conteſſor, ſai4 he, my Deſire is, That you ſy 
may be married immediately in my Chamber. 
I have now done with the World, and ſhal 1 
die content, if I can but ſee you both happiy ** 
united before I expire. Make haſte, leit 
be deprived of this Satisfaction; my Spirit 
decay much, I cannq; laſt thrge Hours longer, 

be quick. He was doubtleſs ſenſible of i 
Death, which we did not , apprehend ſo nca- 


I was glad of this favourable Diſpoſition * 
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I found uim in, nor imagin'd him dying, his 
Voice and Senſes were ſtrong, his Eyes look'd 
bright and lively, and he ſpoke like a Man in 
erfe health. I could not but admire the 
kran uillity of his Mind, he comforted his 
Daughter, who was drown'd in Tears, in a 
manner ſo ſerene and moving, that it touch'd 
me to the very Soul ; nay he died like a Stoick, 
and not a Word or Sigh eſcaped from him 
that Rew'd the leaſt impatience, or unwilling- 
neſs to die. I ſpoke to his Confeſſor in his 
Preſence. and he avouched all I ſaid. The 
Prieſt told us, The time was very improper, 
and that he could not marry us without Leave 
from the Archbiſhop of Paris, which he 
doubted not to obtain ſince Monſieur an Pris 
defired it. We beg'd him to go immediately 
about it. So he took our Chriſtian-Names 
and Qualities, and leaving another Prieſt to 
attend Monſieur au Puis, went to procure a 
Licence from the Archbiſhop. We remain'd 
in the Chamber, where I beheld in a dying 
Man that true and fincere Reſignation and in- 
tire Diſingagement from the World that be- 
comes a true Chriſtian in Death ; in fine, 
ſuch a temper of Mind as I defire to have 
on the ſame Occaſion. He recited to us ſome 
Verſes he had made on the Subject of Death 
ſome time before, intitled , - | 
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Du Puiss Sentiments of DEATH. 


Will not be long ere Death my Eyes. ſhall 
| cloſe, IF 

And I the glorious Sun no more ſhall ſee 
But, from the Miſeries of Life ſet free, 
Amongſt the Dead ſhall find a bleſt Repoſe : 
Then hall I be no more oblig'd to bear 

T he Soul's and headſtrongÞaſſion's cruel War, 


A wiſh d-for Death, Hall all my Troubles end, 
Which numerous as the Hours of Life haue been, 
Each Day in the tumultuous buſy Scene, 

Has new Misfertunes brought, and Fate did ſend 
To me freſh Trials; but kind Death ſhall ccme 
Aud getitly lay me in the ſilent Tomb. 


Death is no Ill: Unmov'd Ti leave the Earth, 
And, for my Change, as a wife Man, prepare; 
To Nature's Laws ſubmit as void of Fear 
As when my tender Mother gave me Birth; 
Freely as I receiv'd it, Life reſign, © 

As ouly lent me by the Power Divine. 


« Mortals, vo now are entering on Life's Stage, 
J envy not your Lot; for did you know 

T he Pains and Troubles you muſt undergo, 
You wou'd, like me, neer wiſh to ſee old Age: 
Had I before that I was born, but been 

Put to my choice, the Sun I had not ſeen. 


7 
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Each Day to various Ills expos'd wwe are, 

Our ſickly Boay's to Corruptions born, 

Our Mind's with every Contradiftion torn 

By raging Paſſrons ver d, and racking Care. 
This is the ſad Condition of Mankind, 

Aud 'tis in Death alone wwe Reſt can find. 


From all theſe Evils Death ſhall ſet me free, 
Into his icey Arms with Foy TI fly, 
No idle Fears my Soul ſhall terrify, 

Nor will T quit the World unwillingly: 


| In „, Creator's Mercy Tl confide, 
And h 


ope with him I. ſhall in Peace reſidc. 


I was ſo pleas'd with theſe Verſes that I 
writ them down. He then return'd to his 
Prayers, and in ſome few Minutes after, in a 
very compoſed manner, expired in my Arms. 
| melted into Tears at this moving fight, and 
heartily join'd with his Daughter, whoſe Grief 
was ſincere and very violent, in bewailing his 
Death. The Prief arrived not with the Li- 
cence till he was dead, but then decency obli- 
ged us to delay marrying for ſome time. I 
was forced to be civil ro this Prieſt ; but I 
never loved him heartily afterwards, for he 
was indeed the cauſe of all the Misfortunes 
that have fince befallen me ; for he was on 
this Occaſion too ſcrupulous, and might have 
comply'd with the Requeſt of a dying Man, 
without fearing to be cenſured by his Biſhop z 
but there are too many ſuch rigid Bigots, as 
well as thoſe who are too newligent of their 
Duty. Yet I ſuſpect W the faithleſs * 
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had engaged him to refuſe me, and was con- 
ſtrain'd by her Father's Preſence from decla- 
ing her Reaſons, and ſo was glad of this Pre- 
tence to conceal the baſe Deſign ſhe had alrea- 
dy form'd to leave me; yet I ſuſpected her not, 
but believed her ſincere, and that ſhe would 
keep her word with me ſo ſoon as decency 

rmited. She appear'd extremely concern'd 
for her Father; and I did all I was able to 

comfort her : I perſuaded her to go home to 
my Houſe which I now live in, and had taken 
ſome time before, on my Quarrel with Madam 
ge Ricoux about the young Woman I had got 
with Child. Hither I brought Madam 4» 
Pris and Madam Grandet, who was then a 
Widow; and Madam de Contamine came and 
kept her Company, whilſt I return'd to her 
Houſe to take care of her Affairs, having left 
Madam au Puis, and her Son, Monfieur 4 
Pris, Siſter-in-law, and Nephew, and ſeveral 
others his Relations there, who all reſpeRed 
and look'd on me as the Maſter of the Houſe, 
and permitted me to act as ſuch, Madam 4 
Pruis had given me the Keys of all; I took 
care of every thing, and two Days after, had 
Monſieur au Puiss Will open'd and read in 
the Preſence of his Relations: I gave Order: 
for his Funeral, for Prayers, and all thing 
requifite for the Occafion, and took an 
Inventory of all. 'The faithleſs Maid permit 
ed me to do every thing I deſired, and ſign'd 
all that I K proper, and refuſed - to dc 
any thing that I thought otherwiſe, nor did | 

ive her the leaſt Occaſion to repent of the 


nfidence ſhe repoſed in me. Her Father 
left 
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left her no Debts to pay, and had made her 
his ſole Heir and Executrix; ſo that ſhe had 
no Perſon to diſpute any thing with her; all 
the Family loved and reſpected her, and ſhe 
took full Poſſeſſion of all. And after all was 
done, and the Houſe in order, I carried her 
back thither ; but ſhe was grown ſo weak, 
and caſt down with Grief, that I did not dare 
reſs her as yet to marry : Madam au Puts 
5 Aunt, and others, perſuaded me to delay 
it a- while, and pleaded, That the world would 
cenſure her for marrying ſo ſoon after her Fa- 
ther's Death, and many other Pretences they 
made to defer it. I often 3 her in pri- 
vate to conſent, but ſhe (who only ſought to 
gain time to effect her baſe Deſign) ſtill de- 
laid me. I was very much vex'd ; but having 
never been uſed to contradi& her Will in 
any thing, I would not now conſtrain her, 
And now ſome Affairs in Angoumois re- 
uired my Preſence there, I knew. I ſhou'd 
be kept at leaſt a Month before I could 
end my Buſineſs, and my Journey would 
take up at leaſt a Fortnight more; which 
would complete the time ſhe propos'd to 
ſtay before we marry'd, Her Aunt invited 
her to come and ſtay at her Houſe till I re- 
turn'd; which I agreed to, hoping the Com- 
any ſhe would ſee there, would divert and 
raw her inſenſibly out of the deep melan- 
choly ſhe ſeem'd ſeiz d withal. e went 
thither before my Departure, and I took 
leave of her there. e Night before I ſet 
out for Angoumois, I found her writing ſome 


Letters, which ſhe finiſhed and ſent to the 


D 3 Poſt- 
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Poſt-houſe in my preſence, but I never look'd 
on them, or inquir'd to whom ſhe writ, be- 
cauſe I knew ſhe had a great many Friends 
and Buſineſs ro ſend about, to her Tenants, 
Steward, and others, part of her Eſtate lying 
in Provence ; yet I obſerved there was one 
Letter which ſhe ſeem'd to cover the Directi- 
on of with another, as I enter'd the Chamber. 
This was enough to raiſe a Jealouſy in a Lo- 
ver's Breaſt ; yet I took not the Liberty I 
might, to ask her to ſee it; I only let my 
Glove fall, and in taking it up laid my other 
Hand on the Table on . upper Letter, and 
read the Name of Gauthier, without ſeeing to 
what Town or City it was directed; but ne- 
ver having heard of ſuch a Name, I conſider d 
it no farther. I took leave with all the paſl- 
ſionate Aſſurances of Affection poſſible, and 
went on my Journey, ſne having promiſed me 
to marry ſo ſoon as I came back. I was ſo 
impatient and tranſported with this Proſpect of 
approaching Happineſs, that I rather choſe to 
kae away part of my Right than to ſtay from 
her, and finiſhed my Law-ſuit ſo expeditiouſ- 
ly, that I return'd to Paris fifteen Days ſooner 
than ſhe expected me. I went directly to 
Madam au Puis her Aunt's, to ſee her, and 
never went into my own Houſe tho' I paſs'd 
by the Door : She was gone abroad, her Wo- 
man defir'd me to fit down in the Parlor whilſt 
ſhe went to ſee for her. At this inſtant the 
Poſtman brought two Packets of Letters for 
Madam Manon; the Maid gave them to me; 
I knew ſhe would not be diſpleas'd if I ſhould 
open them, ſo I broke up the Seal of * 

the 
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the Letters ; but who can conceive the Rage 
and Deſpair that ſeiz'd my Soul at the reading 
it! I firſt look'd at the Name, and found it 
Gauthier; then I call'd to mind the former 
Letter ſhe had endeavour'd to conceal from me. 
I read it in the utmoſt Diſtraction, and here 
is a Copy of it which I will read to you. © 


The LETTER. 


Mademoiſelle, n 51 

YT Was with the extremeſt Tranſport that I 
received yours of the 14th, by which you 
inform'd me of the good News, That you are 
no longer under the tyranny of a Father. I 
have a thouſand times admired: the Complai- 
ſance and Patience that you — — his ill 
Humours withal, nor could TI have imagin'd 
that filial Piety could extend ſo far as to per- 

the unpleaſant Offices and Services you 
did him in his Ine; but now I bleſs: God 
you are at liberty, for which I will be thank- 
ful to Providence all my Life, on your account 


as well as my own. Tamobliged to ſtay but a 


little while longer in this Place, and in fifteen 
Days at fartheſt, I hope to taſte in your dear 
Company, all the tranſporting Pleaſures that a 
happy Lover can enjoy, who has fortunately 
furmonnted all Difficulty, and got the better 
of a Rival, ſupported and favour'd by the 
Man on whom you had your Dependance. 
Let this Rival be as formidable as he will, 
T ſwear his Death ſo ſoon as J arrive, if he 
oppoſes my Happineſs, or elſe mine hall free 
me from the Torments of ſeeing you in the 

D 4 | Ars 


56 The ILLus TRIOus 


Arms of another. And ſince you conſent to be 
wine, nothing but Death ſhall prevent me 
from being yours; and I will prove to the 
World, that no Man was ever more paſſunat- 
| 9 in love, or more faithful to his Miſtreſ 
Hd ; 


GAUTHIER, 
Grenoble, June the 18th, 


Now tell me, my Friend, continud Mon- 
ſieur des Ronais, what would you have done 
in my place: Could Grief extinguiſh Life, I 
had ſurely died that Moment on the ſpor. [I 
remain'd ſome time ſtupid ; ſo unexpected a 
Blow {truck me almoſt {-nſclefs At laſt Rage 
awaked me, and I left the Place in a fury, 
and went to my own Houſe ; there, bein 
undreſs d, I fat down in my Chamber, a 
being deaf to all but my Reſentments, I writ 
her a Letter full of the bittereſt Reproaches : 
and the Tranſport I was in was ſuch, that 1 
knew not what I ſaid or did. I was reſolved 
to prevent this Man who was ſo poſitive of 
killing me before he had ſeen me, and to go 
to Grenoble that Hour and find him out, to 
ſee whether he was ſuch a terrible Rival as he 
pretended to be. Aſter taking this Copy of 
the Letter, I ſent the Original with the reſt 
unopen'd, with my Letter, to my faithleſs 
Miſtreſs ; after which I immediately took 
Horſe and went Poſt, to find out this Gauthier. 
Rage lent me Wings, I was but thirty Hours 
in going to Grenoble, and never ſtopt in the 
way to reſt: I had the whole Place ſearch'd 
to find out this Man, but could get no news 
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of him. At laſt, finding all my Inquiries were 
vain I grew tired, and croſſing the Lionnis 
and the Foreſt, I went to Angouleſine, fully 
reſolved to ſtay there till I had, if poſlible, 
forgot my faithleſs Manon, and wore off my 
fooliſh Paſſion for her. Four Months I ſtaid 
in that Place, but could no longer, becauſe my 
Employ obliged me to return to Paris, where 
F have now been about three Months, and am 
ſtill as much in love with her, and as much 
enraged againſt her as ever. ; 

She came to my Houſe to ſee me the next 
Day after I. arrived, but I was deny'd to her,, 
and forbid my Servants ever to tell her I was 
at home, if ſhe came again. She writ to me, 
but I ſent back her Letters unopen'd,, with her 
Picture, and ſome other little Preſents which 
I had-received from her Hands, which I would: 
rather have parted with my Life than have: 
loſt, before this Injury. Since this, her Couſin: 
au Pont, and ſeveral of her Friends; have: 
endea vour d to reconcile us; but. I am» re- 
ſolved to be deaf to all, the Crime is too plain, 
and I defire never to hear any more of her. 
She has not ſent me back any thing I gave: 
her, nor do I ask any thing of her, but only 
that ſhe will no more trouble me. She is not 
yet. marry'd, tho two Gentlemen. of great 
Worth and Fortune have courted her; as for 
her unknown Lover. Gauthier, I ſuppole be.is 
afraid to appear. I. ſhall endeavour to hate: 
and defpiſe = and 1 know not what. ſhe can: 
ſay-to- you, that makes. her deſire to ſeo:youw: ;; 

Lam certain it is impoſſible for: her:te-juſti- 


fy. herſelf. L have told you. nothing; but the: 
D' 5: in 


'Truth;, 
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Truth, and I beg that you would tell her, I 
am quite indifferent to all ſhe does and ſays ; 
tho to conteſs the truth to you, I have {till ſo 
great a Paſſion for her, that I have much ado 
to conſtrain my ſelf from going to her; nay 1 
could even pardon her Crime were ſhe peni. 
tent, did not Shame and ſenſe of Honour de. 
ter me from it. If Madam du Puis, ſaid 
des Frans, is guilty of this Crime, you! do well 
to fly her, and ſhe merits to be hated ; but if 
you are under ſome fatal Miſtake, as I fear 
yon are, Ought you not to give her a Hearing? 
and will you not bluſh to be convinc'd of your 
Folly ? Tou own you could never diſcover this 
imaginary Rival. The whole appears impro- 
bable ; ſhe would never dare, were ſhe guilty 
of what you imagine, to attempt to clear her- 
felf in this manner: There muſt be ſome 
Miſtake, or elſe ſhe is the moſt deceitful and 
3 Woman in the World, ſince Silvia is 
ad. 

I have often had theſe Thoughts, ſaid des 
Ronais, and muſt confeſs that I know not how 
to reconcile the Circumſtances and Letter : I 
defire you, when you ſee her, if the Diſcourſe 
fa'ls on me, as it doubtleſs will, endeavour 
to find out the truth. She met me yeſterday, 
and gave me ſuch a Look as has almoſt dil- 
arm'd my Rage; and I fear to ſee her my 
felf. Fell, ſaid des Frans, F promiſed her 
Couſin to vifit her to-morrow ; but tis but five 
a. clock, aud I will this Night try to put you 
ont of pain: I have nothing to do at preſent, 
and if you'll give me leave T'll go thither now, 
aud at my return to Supper Fil bring you 
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certain News : I will ſtay no longer than is 
neceſſary to hear what ſhe has to ſay, for ro 
deal freely I have need © reſt having had 
none theſe two Nights paſt, which I ſpent in 


| Merriment at Monſieur du Jufly's Wedding, 


wor am I recover d from the Fatigue of my 
Fourney. Monſieur 4e Ronais would not per- 
mit him to go out that Evening, but deferred 
his Satisſaction to the next Day; when Mon- 
fieur des Frans firſt paid a Viſit to his Uneles, 
who were return d to Paris, and received big 
kindly.. He told them he would ſettle in P4- 
ris ; deſiring them to aſſiſt him with their In- 
tereſt, to get him an Employment there; and 
then made his next Viſit, after Dinner, to his: 
Friend's Miſtreſs. After great Compliments. 
on all ſides, the beautiful Madam du Puis 
ask'd him 1 Queſtions about his own Ad- 
yentures abroad. At laſt ſhe concluded wh 
laying, Lou were very tortunate to meet, wi 
Monſieur des Ronais, your darling Friend, at- 
your arrival here; he is too ſincere in his. 
Friendſhip not to ſtill retain the moſt liyely 
Senſe of that, which he contracted with you 
in your Infancy. I wiſi, ſaid des 116 


could manifeſt the Reſpect I have for him, by 
going him ſome ſingular Service. You, may e 

him the greateſt in the World, (a:4 /be, by 
bringing him to his right Senſes again, for he 
has for ſome time loſt them. I have not as: 
get perceived it, ſaid des he tho he has: 
related to me the Differgnce between you ang' 
lim. Indeed I pity'd him, ſaid /be, at firſt, 
and would have undeceiv'd him; nay Iconde- 


fcended more than became my Sex, NES 
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to viſit him, tho he was ſo uncivil to refuſe 
to ſee me: I after writ to him, nay he has 
often paſt by me rudely, and refus'd to look on 
me; he has even forgot to pay me the reſpeR 
due to my Sex; and all this for a Letter which 
did not in the leaſt concern me; he deſerves 
my; hatred, yet. I am fo generous to pity his 
Extravagancies, and wiſh . his Recovery. I 
canfeſs I ſtill love him, and have ſuch a re- 
gard tof the Promiſes I have made him, that 
F have refuſed ſeveral advantageous Offers, 
and fhalk always look on him as the Perſon 

who ought to be my Husband, both by the 
Commands of a dying Father, and my own 
Choice; for I never lov'd but him. Here /be 
opt. T cannot yet conquer the Tendernefs 
E have for him, continn d ſhe, tho all my 
Friends blame me: Lou, Sir, are I am cer- 
mim his true Friend; for pity's ſake help to 
bring him to Reaſon, I am weary of torment- 
ing my ſelf and him to no purpoſe ; perſuade 
him but to give me a Hearing, and if I do 
not clear my ſelf, look on me as the worſt of 
Women: I am determin'd; if he will but 
permit me once to ſee him, that if he no 
kae loves me, and will not then vindicate 
my Honour by 1 he ought to 
db;. E will retire into a Convent the next Day: 
But 1 hope he hates me not; and doubt not 
aur Reconciliation if he once gives me the 
favour of a — and to eonvince you how 
much E ſtill ST ar, T will flew you the 
impertinent Eetter he ſent me, which mo-per- 
Sm but I. would? ever pardon; bur F conſider 
It was writ: im the: Reat of Paffion.. 


Here 
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Here ſhe fetch'd the Letter he ſent her the 
Night he ſet out for Grenoble, which contain'd 
bet: Words. 


The LETTER. 


Madam, 
AN Accident has juſt now diſcover'd your 
baſe falſhood to me : I here ſend you back 
your dear Lover's Letter, to whom I am go- 
ing to carry my. Anſwer to that part of it 
awhich relates to me. You have, no doubt, told 
him I am a Coward, ſince he ſeems ſo confs- 
dent of killing me, whom he never yet ſaw. I 
am reſolv'd to ſee this mighty Hero, who ſhall 
take my Life or I will end his: You do not 
merit that I ſhould eithen fight or die for you, 
but T wil revenge myTnjuries the nobleſt Way; 
firſt on him, with my Sword; and next os 
youu, by looking on you as the worſt of Women. 
Farewek Fate will do me right I donbt not, 
and furniſh you a Hus band falſe as your ſelf. 
I have here ſent you back all the Trifles I re- 
ceived from you, I do from this Moment can- 
cel all the Promiſes between us, F will burn 
your Letters, your fertile Mind can ſupply a 
ſeore of Lovers with tender Epiſtles ; and 
fince your Soul is deceitful, I no more value 
them nor you Adieu. Cruel, ungrateſul, 
doceit ful Manon. 
Adieu for ever. 


F have never ſhewn this Letter, ſaid ſba, 
but to my Aunt and Coufins : I till reſpect 
him as my Husband, and am ready ta forgi 5 


\ 
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all if he now comes to me and hears me, if he 
refufes me this time it ſhall be the laſt Offer 1 
will make him, and ſo I beg you to tell him. 
But, ſaid des Frans, firſt inform me of this 
fatal Secret: The Letter be open'd, Did it not 

' belong to you? Who was this Gauthier ? The 
Contents ſo exattly agreed with your Circum- 
ſtances, that my Friend is not ſo much to 
blame as you would intimate. It is true, ſaid 
ſhe, the Letter was directed to me, but was 
writ to another; and if he will give me leave 
he ſhall to morrow ſee the Gentleman who 
writ it, and the Lady to whom it was written, 
who are now Man and Wife, at this inſtant 
in Paris: Monfieur de Terney was the Gat 
thier that writ it to his Lady, whom I. will to 
morrow invite to Dinner; bring Monſie ur 40 
Ronais, and he fhall be convinced that I was 
only the Confident of their Amour, and had 
no Share in the Matter : Do but perſuade him 
to come, and I am poſitive we ſhall part 
Friends. And if he comes not, ſaid des Frans, 
he and I will be Enemies, or elſe we will put 
him into a Mad-houſe. No, ſaid ſhe laughing, 
_ we'll confine him in the Chains of Wedlock, 
which he was once as mad for: Here, carry 
him back my Picture and his Letter, and tell 
him, I ſay he was a Fool to ſend them to me; and 
that I will keep every thing that was his whilſt 
I live, in reſpect to him as a.Husband, whom 
I dearly loved. T ſee, ſaid des Frans, yout 
Reconciliation is in great Forwardneſs ; bt 
 confeſi'd to me yeſterday, that he loved you 4: 
much as ever, and fear d to ſee you leſt be 
fhould diſcover it: Iwill this night 2 
titty 
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im, and to-morrow will bring you tegether, 
and then I believe you'll need no Arbitrator to 
end your Quarrel. At this inſtant a Lady 
came in to viſit Madam au Puts, magnificent- 
ly dreſs d; des Frans roſe to take lea ve, but 
bo ſtrange Lady deſired him to ſtay. You 
have forgot this Lady ſure, /ai4 Madam du 
Puis. I ask the Lady's Pardon, ſaid he, 1 
have ſome Idea of her Face, but cannot re- 
collect who ſhe is. 1 do not wonder at it, 
ſaid the Lady, I made ſo little a Figure in the 
World fix years ago, that few of my Friends 
took notice of me; but to refreſh your Me- 
mory, my Name is Angelique, and I lived 
with Madam au Pnis's Mother, and the Lady 
who was Maid of -Honour to the Princeſs of 
Cologny ; but I am at preſent, I bleſs God, 
the Wife of Monſieur 4e Contamine. Ab! 
Madam, faid des Frans, is it prffible! Yes, 
Sir, /a:4 he, tis no Secret, I ſhall never for- 
t what I was, nor the vaſt Obligations I 
ve to Madam au Puis, part of which you 
already know ; but the Things ſhe has done 
for me fince you left France, are ſuch as I can 
never ceaſe to thank her for and acknowledge, 
of which ſhe will inform you hereafter. You 
owe me nothing, ſaid the charming du Puis, 
tis to your own Merit that you owe your good 
Fortune. is a very ſurpizing piece of News, 
faid Jes Frans, and Icongratulate you, Madam, 
and am extremely glad to ſee Virtue and 
Benuty advanced to Happineſi. Go, ſaid 
Madam du Puis, haſte to my diſtracted Hero, 
ke will tell you all her Story, tis worth. your 
bearing I aflure you, nor will ſhe be dif 
pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, ſhe is a Friend to you both I promiſe 
vou: Tell him ſhe enjoins him to entertain 
you with her Hiſtory, which is much to her 
Advantage. I wiſh, ſaid the Lady, he would 
ſuffer himſelf to be inform'd of his own as 
perfectly as he is of my Affairs: If you love 
kim, try to convince him of his Error ; tell 
him I have done what I can to ſerve him, th 
in vain, Then Madam du Puis told her what 
had paſt between her and Jes Frans. Bring 
him to-morrow, ſaid the Lazy, Monſieur 4; 
Contamine and Madam the Princeſs of Cologny 
will be at H. Germains all day to-morrow, and 
I will invite my ſelf here to Dinner: I will 
hay a Wager that we will make the Wretch az 
humble to his Miſtreſs; as a Novice in a Con- 
vent before his Provincial. Des Frans vow'd 
he would not fail to bring him, and ſo took 
leave. | 
Des Roneis, who waited his return with 
impatience, no ſooner faw him but he cried, 
Do you bring me any good News ? MO, ſaid 
des Frans laughing, bur I am to quarrel with 
Fon on account of your Miſtreſs, who is alto- 
gether innocont of the Leiter you are ſo en- 
Faged at: Madam Contamine and ſhe, bid mo 
tell you, you deſerve all you have ſuffer'd, 
fince you have, like a mad Man, refus'd to be 
oured. To be ſerious, You are a fortunate 
Man, your Miſtreſs loves, and is ready to keep 
your Promiſe. with yon; here Þ bring you 
back your unctvil Letter and her Pifture. In 


fine, he told him all he had learn'd from Ma- 
dom aun Puis, and of the Promiſe: he had“ 
made her to bring him to Dinner with him K. 


the 
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the next Day: Where, ſaid he, the pretended 
Gauthier will be, that is, Monſieur 4e Terny, 
who made uſe of his Valet de Chamber's 


of which they will then inform you of. 
on refuſe to hear your Miſtreſi's Fuſtification 


o this time, ſhe reſolves to quit the World and 


at % for ever, and to go die in a Convent. 
Alas! ſaid des Ronais, if this be true, I am 
1; che moſt criminal Man, and ſhe the moſt ge- 
y Lerous Woman on Earth: But I will gladly 
4 accept her Offer, and go with you; and if ſhe 
il ves what you aver ſhe will, I will kneel at 
23 ber Feet, and ask Pardon for my Follies be- 


1. bre you all. Well, ſaid des Frans, I have 


"4 Orders from her and Madam de Contamine, 0 
k Nel you, That they enjoin you to relate to me 

Madam de Contamine's Hiſtory of her A. 
ch nours and Marriage with ber Husband ; and 
d, Lem very impatient to know how that young 
d Woman, who was Waiting-maid to your Miſ- 
% Wires, came to this Greatneſs. You are not 


0. the only Perſon, /ai4 des Ronais, who have 


wonder'd at it, for it was the talk of all 
16 Paris; nay, what will ſurprize you more is, 
4, that ſhe marry'd Monfieur de Contamine with 


proudeſt Ladys in France, and expected her 
Son ſhould marry one of the beſt Fortunes in 
the Kingdom, yet this young Woman's Vir- 
ve overcame and gain'd her. But before I 
nter on this Story, I muſt tell you, Monſieur 
4 i has been here to ſee for you, but 
ould not ſtay till you came: I waited on 


ic Pim to his Coach, where I had a as + 
3 


Name, iu writing to his Lady; the Reaſons - 


dis Mother's Conſent, who is one of the 


Ul 
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his Bridge, who is, in my opinion, a very 
charming Woman, and I am very deſirous to 
know their Story. You ball know it another 
time, (aid des Frans, I will tell it Madan 
du Puis and her Couſin, and Madam de Con- 


tamine, aud you, together; - becauſe I an 


ſure they will be glad to know it, and they 
vill be of Uſe to reconcile Madam de Mongay 
and Monſieur de Jufly. Tis well thought 
on, /ai4 des Ronais, ſhe accuſes him of ha- 
ving dealt unfairly, and ſeems very angry. 
You ſhall know the Reaſon of it, ſaid 4e 
Frans, we will if you pleaſe go to-morrow and 
ſee Monſieur de July and his Lady, and then 
ot ſhall know all; but this Evening you mul 
oblige me with Madam de Contamine's Hiſtory, 
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The HIS TO RT of Monſſeur 
de Contamine and Angelique, 
the GENEROUS LOVER 
and VIRTUOUS MAID. 


Hat you may be perfectly acquaint- 
ed wich this 8885. ſaid des Ro- 
A nais, 'tis fit that I tell you firſt, 
TW Monſieur 4cs Contagnine's Circum- 

TASEY Rances before his Marriage with 
Angelig ue, who you know was only a Servant: 
He is the only Son of a great Lywyer who 
was nobly born, and had a handſom paternal 
Eftate, befides which he had great Emplo 5 
ments, and by that means had moſt 3 
Riches, a Man of a great Character and 
Fortune ; he marry'd the Daughter of a rich 
Citizen in Paris, who was an only Child, and 
inherited all her Father's Fortune, which was 
very confiderable : By ber he had this Son, 
Monfieur 4e Contamine. The Father died and 
left her a young Widow, and tho ſhe has had 
many great Offers, and ſuch as had Coronets 
on their Coaches, yet ſhe has refus'd themall, 
and dedicated all her Thoughts. to educate 
ber Son, who was but fix Years old when 
Monſie ur 
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Monfieur de Contamine died. Her whole Aim 
having bred her Son up with all the care and 
Accompliſhments poſſible, was to match him 

' advantageouſly, and therefore tis an amazing 
thing that ſhe ſhould conſent to his marryin 


\ 
ſo mean a Perſon as Angelique, and is now 
fond of her that ſhe lets her live with her, ne. il © 
ver can bear her long out of her fight, and Ml © 
declares in publick, that ſhe knows not which . 
ſhe loves beſt, her or her Son. Monſieur de Con Ml * 
tamiue is a handſome black Man, and a Man K 
of excellent Parts, a Perſon of Honour, a good 7 
Chriſtian, and an incomparable Husband, q 

Angelique s Father was a Gentleman of Anjou, 
a younger Brother of a good Family, who be- s 
ing born to no Eſtate was bred to the Sword; 9 


he was a Cornet of E the ſame Rog. 
ment where Monſieur au Puis was Liev: 
Colonel; he marry'd a young Lady ot _ 
who had no Fortune, by whom he had th 
fair Angelique. This Gentleman was ſo ut 
fortunate as to engage himſelf in the Rebel 
lion with the Mareſchal Je Hocquinconrt, + 
gainſt the King, in which he was kill'd, and 
| 2 his Widow in a very low Condition, wit 
poor Angelique, who was then but ſeven Lean 
old. Monfieur au Puis made his Wife tale 4 
this Child, which the Mother was unable ll © 
keep, and Madam au Puis bred it up as het , 
own, with Madam Manon. At Madam 4 M. 
Pris's death Angelique was fourteen ; Mor  * 
fieur au Puis, weary of the Expence, would 
have perſuaded her to go into the Monaſtery 
where his Daughter was, offering to provide 
for her then, if ſhe would be a Nun; bi 
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one of Madam du Puis's Friend's, who was 
going to place her Daughter as a Maid of 
Honour to the Princeſs of Cologny, defired 
Monfieur au Puis to let her have Angelique to 
wait of her: He readily comply'd, and ſhe 
went to live with Madam de Yougy, who was 
about the ſame Age as ſhe was: I need not 
tell you, that tho Angelique was but little of 
Stature, yet ſhe was a compleat Beauty; and 
what ſhe wanted of the ar Mein and State- 
lineſs of a tall Lady ſhe ſupplied in a Sweet- 
neſs and an Air ſo engaging, that ſhe charm'd 
all that ſaw her, but you already know her; 
ſhe is extremely witty, has an excellent Me- 
mory, and has read much ; ſhe fings divine- 
ly, dances, and paints in Miniature; ſhe is 
wiſe, and, in fine, a moſt virtuous, and moſt 
accompliſh'd Woman. Contamine offer'd her 

all that could tempt a Woman, to rain her 
but was forced to marry her. Nor is ſhe leſs 
deſerving her good Fortune by the Uſe ſhe 
makes of it ; for ſhe is generous, charitable, 
ious, neither cenſorious, nor proud. While 
e waited on Madam e Yongy, who learn'd 
to dance, ſing, play on the Muſick, and 
ſpeak Languages, ſhe attain'd to be Miſtreſs 
of all theſe Accompliſhments, profiting more 
than her Lady, by hearing her, inſtructed ; 
and by that Means alone attain'd to ſpeak [ta- 
lian, and to underſtand Muſick in perfection. 
Madam de Vougy went to Madam 4e Conta- 
mine's, on the behalf of a Relation who was at 
Law, and deſir'd Monfieur 4e Contamine's 
Aſſiſtance and Intereſt with his Mother, whoſe 
Relation was the Defendant, and had — 
| the 
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the Plaintiff, by defrauding him of a piece of H 
Land which join'd to a Field of his, a part of ¶ de 
which he had encroach'd to himſelf wrongful. ke 
ly, to make a Path-way to his Houſe, and WW Pl 
vexatiouſly treated him, who was but a poor ll bl: 
Gentleman, and the other was a rich Farmer, WM to 
and Tenant to Madam de Contamine : "To a. Wt me 
void farther Trouble and Expence, the Plaintif WM lov 
writ to Madam 4e Yorgy to repreſent the mat- Wl (ai 
ter to that Lady, who with one Line to the . 
Farmer, could end the Diſpute. Angelique Wh Qt 
waited on her thither : Conramine no ſooner WM for 
ſaw her, but he fell in love with her, but had 
at that time no Opportunity to ſpeak to her, 
He promiſed to ſpeak to his Mother ro write 
to the Farmer, and inform herſelf of hi 
Reaſons for what he had done : In fine, he 
ſtudy'd how to prolong the Affair, on purpoſe to 
make Madam 4e Yougy continue her Viſits, 
which ſhe often repeated, always bringing 4: 
gelique with her ; ſo that he became ſo much 
in love with her, that he could live no longer 
in filence., And waiting an Opportunity, one 
Day when ſhe was left by her Lady in the 
Antichamber, whilſt ſhe was with Madam 4 
Contamine in her Cloſet, he came in, and go 
ing up to her ſaid, There is nothing more 
1 to me, fair Creature, than to ſee you 
here ſo often. You are very unkind, Sir, /1id 
He, to oblige my Lady to come ſo many times 
to obtain a Favour you might ſo eaſily procure 
her; and were I in her place, I ſhould not 
act ſo much below my Character. Perhaps, 
nid he, pleaſed at the greatneſs of her Spiri, 
ſome other Perſon has more Intereſt 2 my 
cart 
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Heart than your Lady, whom IT would not 
deny any * to; and 'tis for their Sakes I 
keep her in ſuſpence, that I may have the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing them. At theſe Words ſhe 
bluſh'd : Then, Sir, ſaid be, it is your place 
to wait on her, or them, at her own Noart- 
ment in the Palace, and not oblige her to fol- 
low you. Suppoſe I ſhould vifit you there, 
ſaid he, will you be willing? No, Sir, ſai 
ſhe, Vifits from a Man of your Fortune and 
| Quality to me, would be prejudicial to both; 
for it would blaſt my Reputation, and demean 
ou; and I would not admit of it on any Terms. 

hen, ſaid he, I will make your Lady con- 
tinue her Viſits hither, for I cannot live with- 
out ſeeing you. Sir, ſai4 ſhe, do not rally me 
thus; tho Fortune has placed me in a Sphere 
below my Birth, and below your notice, yet I 
do not uſe to be inſulted or made 'a Jeft of. 
By my Soul, /ai4 he, I adore you, and love 
you beyond all Women ; and to convince you, 
tell me but a way by which I may continue to 
be bleſt with the Sight of you, and I will this 
Day procure your Lady the Favour ſhe de- 
fires, and end her Sollicitations here. To try 
you, Sir, Mid ſpe, and ſerve my Lady, bring 
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e the Order from your Mother to the Farmer, 
that we defire, this Day to the Palace to my 
ii Lady, and the Obligation will engage her, if 
Jou defire it, to admit of your viſiting her 
re there, where you will not miſs of ſeeing me. 
ot But, alas! ſaz4 he, I cannot ſpeak to you. 
de Here, ſaid ſhe, you never ſhall do it more; 
„ for | am now 05 terrify d, leaſt ſome body 


ny WW ſhould make Obſervations on our Converſation, 
art that 
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that I reſolve never to repeat it; but in my 
Lady's Apartment I give you leave to uſe any 
Opportunities you can find, to talk with me, 
Ah ! ſaid he, you only defire to get your 
Ends, and promiſe me nothing : If I oblige 
you, what will you promiſe in return? What 
do you ask ? ſarz4 ſhe, Only, ſaid he with ; 
very ſerious Air, that you believe me when! 
tell you that I paſſionately love you. At thele 
words her Lady and Madam 4e Contamine, 
enter'd the Room, and taking leave, her Lady 
carry'd her away with her. But from this 
Moment Angelique, who perceiv'd he was in 
earneſt, conceived great hopes of being ad- I 
vanced in the World. Her Lady had receiv MW v 
a flat Denial from Madam de Contamine, and 
was ſo vex'd that ſhe ſaid ſhe would go ther: 
no more. But the Lover kept his word, and 
the next day brought the Order he promiſed, 
Having got Information that Madam 4e Voig 
was gone forth with the Princeſs ; he wen 
into the Appartment, and found Angelique it 
her Lady's Chamber at work, all alone, a0 
cording to his Wiſhes: See, ſaid he, I hare 
kept my word, fail not to keep yours; fi 
your ſake I have obliged your Lady, and 'ti 
only with deſign to ſee you, that I ſhall viſt 
her: Let me not loſe this happy Opportun- 
ty, but let me improve it, to convince you to 
what a degree I love you, and tell me ingen: 
ouſly what I am to expect from your Goodnel 
She turn'd his Diſcourſe for awhile into Rath 
lery, ſeeming not to believe him, and ug 
ing the Inequality there was between them, 
but to no purpole ; till at laſt, finding — | 

| perizſ 


88 R 


French LOVERS. 73 


perſiſt, and grow angry, ſhe became ſerious 
and ſaid, If you do really love me, Sir, what 
is your Deſign in it? To love you always, 
ſaid le, and to make you love me. But ſup- 

ſe I do not, ſai d ſhe, what will you do then? 
be always wretched, ſai4 he, but never ceaſe 
to love you. But ſhould I love you in return, 
what Advantage would it be to us? ſaid ſhe. 
| would make you and my ſelf happy, ſaid he. 
Contider what I ſay, Me reply d, you are too 
great to marry me, and I am too great to 
comply with your Defires on any other Terms: 
| prefer the Condition I am in to an Empire 
with Infamy ; therefore expect no Favour 
from me on diſhonourable Terms: You deſired 
me to anſwer you ſeriouſly, and I have done it. 
Yes, ſai4 he, you have indeed ; but I did 


you, the whole World would blame me if I 
marry'd a young Woman in the Station you 
are, I know, ſaid ſbe, interrupting Low 
briskly, that I am but a Servant, you need not 
re-mind me of it; but I will rather chuſe to 
continue ſuch all my life, than change that 


not the only Perſon ; greater than you have 
{made me ſuch Offers, but my Soul, and my 
Conteflor, have always aflur'd me that Poverty 
was no Shame, and that before God and Man 
a poor virtuous Maid was more valuable and 
better eſteem'd than a rich Courtezan: I do 
Pot defire you to marry me, but I tell you 
em, 
binder unfit for you to match with me, and 
riF{acretore requeſt you from this Hour to im- 

. portune 


nut expect it ſo poſitive ; As to marrying of 


Station for an infamous Greatneſs ; You are 


what you are to expect; I know tis altoge- 
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had rought. He return'd the next Day 
the ſame Hour, went her Lady was abſent u 


nels that you came about; but had not the 
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portune me no more, but to leave me at 
quiet: You may wait for my Lady, or go a- 
way with your Paper, as you think fit, I ſhall 
withdraw and leave you at liberty. At theſe 
words ſhe was going out of the Room, buthe 
held her, crying, Stay, my dear Angelique, 
you have heard but half what I had to ſay to 
you. I have heard more than I ought, 2 


. 1 He, and I will hear no more. She broke from 
hi 


m at theſe words, and Servants entring the 


other Rooms, he was forced to go away with. 
© out ſecing her Lady. He knew not what 


Courſe to take ; he could neither think of 
marrying, or leaving her. She alſo, who wu 
now more convinced of his Love than before, 
reſolved to puſh her Fortune, hoping in time 
to gain him to marry her, and determin'd to 
treat him with ſo much Reſpect and Reſerve, 
that he ſhould not be diſoblig'd or embolden'd 
to hope to gain his Ends by any other Way, 
She acquainted her Lady at her return home, 
that he had been there to ſee her, but nat 
with his Buſineſs, for fear he ſhould hare 

anged his mind and deftroy'd the Order he 


before: Angelique ſeeing him coming into the 
Chamber, roſe up, and with great mode 
making a low Courteſy, when out at another 
Door, and calling another young Woman, re 
turn'd with her along with her. She toll 
him with great reſpect, that ſhe had inform'l 
her Lady that he had been there: Sir, ſai 
Ge, I did not tell her of any particular buſ- 


3 | Prince 
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Princeſs requir'd her Attendance, ſhe would 
have ſa ved you this Trouble by going to your 
Houſe, but I 5 * ſhe will be there this 
Evening before ſhe returns home, for it will 
be late: She is gone to Luxembourg, and tis 
in vain af por to ſtay for her. He drew her 
by the Hand towards the Window, out of the 
hearing of her ä 6 who in good- 
manners kept back. Should I flay, ſaid he, 
would you be ſo good to keep me Company. 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, my Company is tireſome, we 
know one another's Minds already. He ſat 
down ſome time, talking aloud of things in- 
diferent ; but finding the young Woman did 
not quit the 3 — that he ſhould get no 
rtunity o ing to Angelique alone, 
2 kvilty took * x5 She —— 4 him to 
the Door, when parting he whiſper'd with a 
deep Sigh, Cruel Angelique. She made him 
no Anſwer but a low Curteſy. 
Madam de Yougy went to his Houſe that 
Evening, but he was not at home : Madam 
de Contamine inform'd her that ſhe- had, at 
her Son's Requeſt, granted her Suit, and that 
he had been to wait of her twice with the 
Order to the Farmer. The next Day he went 
gain to the Palace, and gave it her before 
eligue. Madam e Voigy return'd him 
abundance of Thanks, faying ſhe thought her- 
ſelf much oblig'd to him, } hi her Kinſman 
ſhould gratefully acknowledge the Favour, 
which was intirely owing to him. He an- 
ſwer d, That he had one Favour to ask, which 
he would eſteem a ſufficient Recompence for 
all the Services he W * do her, which 8 
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her Permiſſion to let him viſit her ſometimes, 
She told him he ſhould be always welcome, 
After ſome more Compliments he took leave, 
and in going forth would fain have clap'd a 
Letter into Argelique's Hand, which ſhe 
ſeem'd not to ſee, and did not take, tho ſhe 
ſaw and was tranſported to ſee him perſevere MW + 
in his Amour, and was pleas'd with the Ser- 
vice he had done her 22 for her ſake. He 
made another Viſit there the next Day, and 
fail'd not to repeat them for a Month toge- 
ther, which made the world believe he was 
fallen in love with Madam de Yougy ; and the 
Princeſs of Cologny took notice of it to her, 
and told her ſhe thought it a very advantage- 
ous Offer, and greater than ſhe could in reaſon 
expect, and the young Lady did not deny that 
ſhe thought it ſo too ; but that, as yet, he 
had not explain'd himſelf, The Princeſs of 
fer'd to ſpeak to him in her favour, but ſhe 
beg'd her to defer it. Madam de Vorgy wa 
handſome, and being ſupported by the Prin- 
cels, Monſieur 4e Contamme had been much 
embaraſs'd had ſhe s'd this Match to 
him. Angelique, who had heard this News, 
was almoſt diſtracted, and ſo much alarm'd, 
that ſhe no more refus'd to receive a Letter 
from him, which he ſecretly convey'd into her 
Hand the next Vifit he made to her Lady. 
| She took it trembling, and retiring into bet 
Chamber read it; it contain'd theſe Words, 
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The LETTER. 


Charming Angelique, | 

1 is the ſizth Letter I have vrit to you, 

without ihe leaſt Aſſurance of its being 
received by you ;, 1 necd not repeat to you that 
T love you, { flatter my ſelf that you no longer 
doubt it; I do not ask you to give credit to 
my Woras, judge of me by my Actions; I do” 
not tell you that I am ready to marry you, 
you wil; not adviſe me to do it. immediately, 
when you know the cruel Reaſons that at pre- 
ſent detain me from it; neither do I tell you 
that I reſolve againſt doing it, for it would be 
impoſſeble for me to keep ſuch a Reſolution : 
The trouble of my Soul, on this Occaſion, is 
inconceiuvable. I beg that you will immediate- 
ly quit the ſervile way of living you are in, and 
retire from a place where you are known, to live 
Miſtreſs by your ſelf. 1 the Preſent I 
quill make you, as your due, and as Marks of 
the great Reſpect I have for you, and I will 
not ask or require any Favour at your Hands, 
in return, but what your own Goodneſs and 
Virtue will allow me. Were we in ſome 
Country, any where where you were not known, 
Iwould not beſitate a Moment ; but you /houtd 
be my Wife, if you would conſent to make me 


ſd bleſtk. But in Paris, tho your Beauty, and 
the Paſſim T have for you, makes me forget 
all the Inequality of our Condition, what Ex- 
euſe could I make to my Friends for ſuch an 
Action, mould I marry you whilſt a Servant? 

ho Jam not able to ſay I will not, yet I beg 
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ou would prevent me from being the Subject 
of the world's laughter, by accepting the Offer 

gere make you. Grant me but one Hour“ 
converſe with you alone, and I. hall convince 


von of the Neceſſity of what I propoſe. 1 
wait your Anſwer, as the Sentence which will 


give me Life or Death, and can no longer 


live in ſuſpence or without your Company, 
Adieu. 


This Letter fill'd her with the moſt ambi- 
tious Hopes, but ſhe reſolved to conceal her 
Joy, and not to make any Advances, or grant 

im a private Meeting. He came every Day, 
but eight paſt ere he could find an Opportu- 
nity to ſpeak to her alone, tho he watch'd her 
Lady's Abſence, In this time, the Princels 
had let fall ſome Words that much alarm'd 
him, and his Countenance ſhew'd the Dif- 
tration of his Mind. At laſt he found her & 
lone in the Apartment, at work : What have 
vou reſolv'd, my Angel ? ſaid he, Is it your 
Deſign to drive me to deſpair ? Do you hope 
to augment my Paſſion, that is impoflible! 
determine your Fate and mine, and tell me 
what you would have me do. I would have 
you leave me in Repoſe, ſ#74 ſhe, J approve 
of your Reaſons for not marrying me, and 
you cannot but approve of mine for not ſee- 
ing you any more; do not perſiſt in perſecu- 
ting me, you only loſe your time, or will ren- 
der me unhappy if I ſhould grow ſo credu- 
lous as to believe you fincere ; think of mar- 
rying my Lady, ſhe likes you, and is your 
Equal. Heaven forbid, fſar4 be; ſuch 3 

| : Thought 
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Thought never enter'd my Soul. The only 
way to convince me that that is not your De- 
fn, ſaid /be, is never to repeat your Viſits 
here. *Tis enough, ſaid he, your Commands 
are abſolute and ſhall be obey'd. But charm- 
ing Angelique, ſaid he, throwing himſelf ar 
her Feet and embracing her Knees, I cannot 
live without ſeeing and converſing with you. 
You can write, ſaid /be, I will not refuſe to- 
receive your Letters. But you will continue, 
ſaid he, in a Condition which forbids me to 
make the honourable Pretenſions I could bold- 
ly make you, in that which I would place you 
inz quit it, I conjure. you, by all your Hopes 
of Happineſs in this World and the next; I 
have a Fortune to maintain you elſewhere 
more nobly, and more ſutable to your Birth 
and my Deſigns ; I cannot bear to ſee you in 
1 Station ſo unbecoming you and me: Go 
and live with your Mother, be Miſtreſs of 

r ſelf, I will furniſh what ſhall ſupport you 
both handſomly ; my Viſits to you there will 
de leſs obſerved, and not blemiſh your Repu- 
tation or mine; your Lady will ſoon learn my 
Bufineſs here, and thro Jealouſy and Revenge 
blaſt and diſcard you: I will come to ſee you 
at your Mother's no oftener than you will give 
me leave. Here, ſhould I write to you, who 
ſhall bring me your Anſwers, or is fit to be 
truſted with the Secret of my Love to you? In 
a Lodging, in ſome private Street, where nei- 
ther you nor your Mother are known, you. 
may by the change of Habit paſs unknown: 
In ſome time I may preſent you to my Mo- 
ther, as.a young Lady of god, Birth, tho no 
| 5 2 great 
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great ' Fortune, and ſhe having forgot your 
Face may conſent to my Choice: Conſult your 
Mother. I ask nothing of you injurious to 
your Virtue, nor any return for any thing [ 
Mall do for you but your Acceptance, and E 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you live in a manner ſuting 
my Defires, and which may no longer conſtrain 
me to make a Secret of my Love: I am ſure 
you would not be pleaſed to ſee me expoſe 
my ſelf in the Circumſtances you are now in 
of a Servant, yet if you will force me to it, it 
muſt be ſo ; I have ſhewn you a more noble 
way to make me yours. Sir, ſaid he, I con- 
feſs your Offers are great and honourable, nor 
can I conſent you ſhould, for my ſake, be the 
Jeſt of the World, and Scorn of your noble 
Family ; but can I accept what you offer me 
with Honour ? Is it not in a manner ſelling my 
Reputation for your Satisfaction? My Poverty 
is no ſecret, and when I am ſeen to live and 
go dreſs d like a Woman of Fortune, Will not 
your Viſits confirm the World in their Cen- 
ſures, and make them conclude me your Miſ- 
treſs ? and tho will ſuppoſe you will be al- 
ways conſtant and the 2004 contrary to the 
Cuſtom of Mankind, yet as you are mortal 
have I not reaſon to fear that Death may put 
an End to your Life, and leave me deſtitute 
of your Aſſiſtance? Your Family will then 
deprive me both of my good-name and what- 
ever you ſhall leave me : Thus I ſhall be the 
moſt miſerable Woman on Earth, tho really 
innocent ; blame me not then, if I rather 
chuſe to continue what I am, than to venture 
to quit it on any other 'Terms but that of be- 
ing your Wife. | uses, 
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Yes, charming Maid, ſaid he, claſping her 
in his Arms, you are wiſe as fair; loved 
your Beauty before, but now I adore your Vir- 
tue and Wiſdom, and I will now tell you my 
laſt Reſolves. He would have proceeded, 
but was prevented by Madam e Yorgy's en- 
tering the Room. He ſoon took leave, and 
went home reſolved to write his Thoughts to 
Angelique, but he could not find an Opportu- 
nity to give her the Letter for three Days, in 
which he could not ſce her: At laſt he learn'd 
that ſhe was gone to aſſiſt her Mother, who» 
was dangerouſly ill, and in ſo poor Circum- 
ſtances that ſhe could not pay a Nurſe to pro- 
vide things neceſſary, N her Daughter's 
help. He had much ado to find out the 
Houſe, but having difcover'd' it, he went thi- 
ther in a Chair, which he left with his Ser- 
vants at the End of the Street, which was a. 
poor obſcure place in the Suburbs of Paris: 

Angelique was ſurpriz'd to the laſt degree 
when ſhe ſaw him enter the Houſe, and he: 
was as much amazed to ſee the miſerable Po- 
verty of the Place, and in what manner hes. 
or Mother lay, in a mean Bed, ſuch as he. 
ad ſcarce. ever ſeen. He went out again 
without ſaying one word, and as ſhe concluded. 
with defign never to ſee her more. Fhis 
Thought extremely ſhock'd her at firſt, but 
on reflection ſhe thought otherwiſe; It was 
not above an Hour before he return d: Lou 
are not in a Condition at preſent, my dear Ange- 
lique, ſaid he, to talk, nor can I ſtay, I muſt 
leave you ; but I ſhall nor fail'to retura once 
T Day, to know how you do: Take care of 

| E 5 your 
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your fick Mother, but do not impair your 
own Health, for Iam too much concern'd for 
that to permit you to endangerit: I am much 
troubled to ſee you and her in a Place fo un- 
fit for you, and 0 little becoming the Perſon 
I adore. When I am gone take care that no 
body looks into that Cupboard to wrong you; 
I ſhall fee to-morrow if you have any value 
for me, till then Adieu. At theſe Words he 
went away, and ſhe going to the Cupboard 
found a / Purſe full of Gold, and in it a 
Letter, which reading ſhe found it contain'd 
words to this Purpoſe. 


On arc not in a Condition, charming An- 
* gelique, t refuſe the Help of thoſe who 
are willing to aſſiſt your Mother : Her Circum- 
ſtances engage me to take care both of her and 
vou, the Preſents I make you are for her Uſe, 
and I charge you, as you will anſaver it to God, 

wot to refuſe to accept and uſe them to procure 
means for her ſupport and recovery; nor di 
I intend them as Obligations to you, biit 05 
Acts of Duty and Charity, and I ſhall be 
iuſinitely chlig d to you for accepting any thiig 
from me : I ſend you a Bed, and other Furni- 
thre, with a little Plate for decency and iſe, 
to render your Abode more ſutable to your 
Births, and more commodious to live in. Lit 
we ſee the Face of the Houſe more agreeabis 
when I come next, and more fit to accommr- 
date your ſic Mother, whoſe recovery is ſit 

cerely wiſh'd by Yours, 

| CONTAMINE 


Angel 
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Angelique was never ſo lex'd in her 
fe as ſhe was at the —_— this Letter,. 
ſhe was in great Neceſſity of all things fit to. 
ſupply her Mother's Wants; here was a preſent 
Supply, yet it came from the Hands of a Man 
who made love to her, and whom ſhe fear'd' 
to lay herſelf under Obligations to, and: ſhe 

fels'd to Mademoiſelle 4# Puis and me, 
Fat ſhe was in fo * a Dilemma that ſhe: 
believes ſhe ſhould not have accepted Mon- 
ficur de Contamine's Preſents, had not a Ca- 
puchine who attended: her Mother in her Sick 
neſs come in, and whom ſhe acquainted with 
the whole Story of what had paſt between her- 
and Monfieur de Contamine, under the Seal of 
Secrecy ; upon which he aſſur d her, ſhe might 
with a fate Conſcience- accept whatever he: 
gave her on the Terms propos'd in the Eet- 
ter. I was, ſaid She, extremely glad to find! 
our Confeſſor's Opinion ſuted ſo well with: 
mine, and that I had ſowiſe and good a Man's. 
Approbation. Nor did ſhe fail to a plaud hen: 
Lover's Proceedings, in her own. Thoughts, 
and admire the noble and generous manner af 
his Behaviour. During their Diſcourſe ſome: 
Forters brought in a very genteel Bed, Chairs, 
Stools, fme. Tapeſtry-Hangings, and Cheſt. of. 
Drawers, Cabinet, Looking-glaſs,, and all 6+- 
ther Furniture neceſſary to make the Houſe: 
decent, and ſuch as would have become a: far- 
better. Piace.. After which, a Goldſmith's 
Man. brought in ſome Plate, as a Porringer;, 
4 Diſhes, two. Plates, 1 and 
nuffers,. Saucepan, Cup and Spoons. auge 
gur gave: Orders for the placing: orery things. 
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and in two Hours time the Face of the Place 
was ſo changed that it ſeem'd a little Palace. 
And the nexr Day, when Monfieur 4e Conta. 
mine came to viſit them, he was much pleas'd, 
and thank'd her for accepting what he ſent, az 
if it were the greateſt Favour in the World, 
She return'd him the like in her Mother's 
Name, and ingenuouſly told him, ſhe had 
conſulted her Confeſſor before ſhe received 
his magnificent Preſents. He blamed her for 
being fo ſcrupulous, and ſmiling ſaid, Angeli. 
que, I never ſhall think you under any Obli- 
gation to me, till I change your Name; yet 
you may immediately confer one on me, in 
granting me one Favour, which is, That you 
will take a Nurſe to attend your Mother, 
watching is very unfit for one of ſo tender a 
- Conſtitution as you are; pray buy a little Bed 
for your ſelf, to lie in this Cloſet alone, where 
fa may ſleep at quiet; and then I ſhall be 
freed from the anxious Fears I have of your 
_— fick. You may imagine how much this 
Tenderneſs of his engaged her Heart, yet ſhe 
ſeem'd to comply with repugnance. He ſtaid 
ſome Hours, and beg'd leave to viſit them 
every Day: to which ſhe conſented, on Con- 
dition that he ſhould never let his Coach or 
Servants come to the Door; but that he 
ſhould come on foot, and in the Evening, 
when it was dark ; and that he ſhould call her 
Mother Aunt, to prevent the Nurſe's Suſpicions; 
to whom they would intimate, That he had 
ſome Employment that hinder'd him from 
coming till that time of the Day: Thus, /#:4 


Angelique, ſhe will imagine your Viſits * 
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from Duty, and conclude you a kind Relation, 
and that we have the Honour to be kin to you; 
and I hope you will behave your ſelf fo ho- 
nourably, that no occaſion for Scandal will be 
given, He agreed to all ſhe defired, and 
viſited them _ Evening; and a Day did 
not paſs, in which he did not ſend or bring her 
ſome Preſent, and the Nurſe ſuſpected no- 
thing; but believed him their Kinſman, 
Angelique's Mother ſoon grew better, at which 
he ſeem d as glad as if ſhe had been his own, 
which ſtill more engaged her to love him. 
He ask'd her if ſhe could eat? The Nurſe 
anſwer'd, ſhe had eat part of a roaſted Pullet 
the Night before, Well then, ſaid he, my 
dear Aunt, we will dine together to-morrow ; 
don't provide any thing, for I'll do that m 
ſelf ; and Couſin, ſaid he, I'll be your Gue 
this once, tho you did not invite me. She was 
ſo furpriz'd — tranſported together, that ſhe 
did not anſwer one word. The next Morning 
he ſent her a Box faſt iock'd, and about a 
uarter of an Hour after, the Key with a 
tter, in which he defired her not to open it 
before the Nurſe, but alone; which doing, 
ſhe found a whole Sett of Plate for the Side- 
board, with Knives, Forks, Salts, and all 
things for the Table, putnp in Cotton. She was 
agreeably ſurpriz d, and ſeeing a Letter ſtuck 
in the Lid of the Box, ſhe open'd it and read 
to this Effect. | 


| 7 Am aſbam d, my dear Couſin, to ſee your 
* Table unprovided of Neceſſaries, and that 
your Nurſe may not ſte any thing 4 1g 
when 
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when ſhe lays the Cloth, put what you find 
here into your own Cheſt of Drawers or Cup. 
board, as if you had them by you. I wait 
with impatience for Night : had I waited 
for an Invitation ] had not had the Satisfac- 
tion of eating with yon; therefore inviting 
my ſelf, I will make my ſelf welcome, and 
ſhall think my ſelf happy, if you approve of 
the Liberty I have taken. 


He fail'd' not to come to Supper, bringin 
under a Cloke, in which he wrap'd himſelf, 
what he brought to eat, which was Fouls; 
and a Porter ſoon after brought a Hamper 
with Wine, Lobfters, Tarts, and Sweetmeats; 
he came fo ſoon as it was duſk ; and the Nutſe 
roaſted the Fowls, whilſt he entertain'd the 
old Gentlewoman and her Daughter in the 
Chamber; ſhe was fo well recover'd-as to be 
up, and fit on her bedfide : 4ngeligne had in- 
form'd. her of all concerning him, and ſhe 
was tranſported at her Daughter's good for- 
tune. Never did any Man appear more gay 


and pleas'd than he did at this Supper; ſhow- 


ing that he was infinitely glad to eat this, the: 
firſt Meal he had eaten in her company: 80 
ſoon as the Mother was perfectly recover'd, 
he took a Pretext to ſend the Nurſe into the 


City, and being alone with them thus addreſt 


himſelf to Angelique's Mother: Madam, ſaid he, 


I need not tell you that I love your Daughter, 
and that I defign to make her my Wife, but can- 
not as yet do it, in reſpect to my Mother, whoſe 
tender care over me has engag'd me, beſide 
the Duty I owe her, never to. marry. without 
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her Conſent ; therefore, in two words, * 
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tell you, it is neceſſary that you change your 
manner of living, and remove to a better 
Houſe and Place, and continue ſome time to 
live like Women of faſhion, as you are by 
birth; that her Face being forgot and Habit 
chang'd, my Mother may not remember her, 
but be perfuaded ſhe has never been in the 
ſow Station ſhe has had the misfortune to be 
reduc'd to : So ſoon as all is ready, you may 
diſcharge your Nurſe, who knows nothing of 
our Secrets, and take a Servant to do the 
Work, and a Chamber-maid to dreſs and wait 
of you both, with a Foor-boy to attend Ange- 
ligue abroad. I will take care to furniſh you 
with Money for Habits and Furniture ; and 
becauſe we are all mortal, and Death may. 
take me away, and then you will be unable 
to ſubſiſt any longer in this gentile manner, I 
have here brought you (at theſe Words be 
— * three Parchment Writings out of his 

ocket) what will ſuffice to provide for you 
handſomly all the Days of your Lives; here 
is a Revenue on the Town-houſe, which I have 
bought in Angelique's Name; another in a 
ublick Fund; and in the third place, I make 
a Preſent of a Houſe which I have by the 
Buſſy Gate: if I live to marry her, if will all 
return to me, and if I die I ſhall have the 
Comfort of knowing fhe is provided for. And 
that you may not, my dear Augeltihue, ſuſpect 
that I have any diſhonourable* Deſigns upon 
your Virtue, I here make it my requeſt to- 
your Mother, never to leave us alone. Con- 
fult now your Heart, and if I am ſo 2 


that your Inclinations don't correſpond wit 
mine, 
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mine, and that after all this you do not con- 
ſent to be mine without reluctance, and with 
_ pleaſure, I will not conſtrain you, but will 

this Hour ſet you at liberty to make another 
choice ; fince the Knowledge of your being 
happy will comfort me under the Misfortune 
of loſing you, and I ſhould die with grief, if 
after I had marry'd you, I ſhould find that you 
were not as much pleas'd with your choice as 
I ſhall be with mine. Angelique was ſo over. 
come with this unexpected Generoſity, ſhe 
was not able to. anſwer, but falling down at his 
Feet, ſhed a Flood of Tears and fainted. Is it 
poſſible, my Charmer, ſaid he, lifting her 
up and kiſſing her Hands, you ſhould have ſo 
lively a Senſe of my Services, or do you de- 
ceive me? No, ſaid /he, letting her Head 
fall on his Boſom, I love you: He claſped her 
in his Arms with ſuch tranſport as words cannot 
expreſs: but recovering her Reaſon, and con- 
fus'd with what ſhe had done, ſhe endeavour'd 
to get from him. Do not repent, my dear 
Angelique, ſaid he, of the generous Confeſſion 
ou have made ; 'tis the Fr kind thing you 

ave done, and I am more charm'd with the 
tender Diſorder with which you diſclos'd your 
Thoughts, than if you had declar'd them in 
the moſt expreſſive Terms. Tho, aid /be, | 
I am quite confus'd at my own words, yet I do 
not _— that I have ſpoke a Truth to oblige 
the Man who has fo highly oblig'd me, and 
ſo greatly merits my Eſteem ; and I will 
henceforth do whatever you think fit, confident 
that you will never change, or aſk any thing 
upfit for me to grant: I will receive your Pre- 
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ſents to render my ſelf more fit to be yours. 
And will you now promiſe me, ſaid he em- 
bracing her, to be mine? Yes, ſaid /be, I 
will be your Wife. And I ſwear by all that's 
ſacred, ſaid he, to make you ſo the. firſt mo- 
ment it is in my Power: to confirm which, I 
beg you to accept of theſe as a Marriage-Gift 
to bind this Promiſe ; then he tied a rich Pearl 
Necklace about her Neck, and put a wedding 
Ring ſet round with brilliant Diamonds on her 
wedding Finger; With theſe, /ai4 he, I bind 
to be mine; and remember that I expect 
our Hearts ſhould be more ftrongly united 
from this hour to one another, than theſe Tri- 
fles are to your Body. Then he deſir'd her 
to take a Coach, and buy what Furniture and 
Clothes ſhe lik d; and ſo ſoon, ſaid he, as 
your Clothes are made, and all is ready for 
you to remove, I will conduct you to your 
Houſe, which I have thus diſpos'd for your 
reception ; firſt, tf is fituate in a Street next 
the Fields, and has a Garden and Back-door 
into them; I have placed a Gentleman, his 
Wife, and two Daughters in it on the ground 
Floor, who are very honeſt People, and my 
Creatures; all the reſt is reſerv'd for your 
uſe: this I did to prevent any Queſtions about 
your Name in the neighbourhood. 

Having finiſh'd their Diſcourſe he went 
away, and the next Day brought her more 
Money than was wanting: All things were in 
tew Days accompliſh'd ; rich Furniture and 
Cothes were got: he brought her Laces, Li- 
nen, 'a fine Watch, and every thing .proper to 
equip her like a Ducheſs ; So he brought wa 
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and her Mother to the Houſe, where the Peg. 
ple receiv'd 'em as Ladies of great birth, and 
with ſuch Reſpect as Monſieur Contamine' 
Behaviour to them, and the Obligations they 
had to him requir'd : Then he did not re 
turn to vifit them for a Fortnight, to give 
them time to ſettle every thing and fix them 
ſelves 3 but when he came, he was much 
pleas'd to ſee how magnificent the Apartment; 
ook'd, and more how well Angelique appeard 
to grace it in her rich Dreſs, who now had 
Servants to wait on her: Angelique's Bed, and 
Chamber, and Cloſet, was as as the La- 
dy's whoſe ſervice ſhe had quitted ; her Mo- 
ther had her Apartment; and they had their 
Anti-chamber, Drawing-Room, anda Kitchen 
futable, with Accommodations for the Ser 
vants: the Foot-boy's Livery: was fine as 1 
Lord's Servant 3 the Stair-caſe was turn d a 
towards the Garden, ſo that none cf 
this Family were ſeen by the Street, and the 
People of fo Houſe never ſaw any of them, 
becauſe the Back-doors of the Houle that 
=_ into the Garden were ſhut up, ſo that 
hey could only fee them to avoid 
which, Contamine had cauſed to be built two 
little Parlors on one fide of the Garden, very, 
finel 5 and furniſh'd, and on the other 
a clole Arbour with Seats; ſo that you 
might paſs through either to the Gate with- 
out being ſeen : The Houſe being very large, 
he had ſeparated this Wing from the reſt, 
which by his order the Gentleman whom he 
had plac'd in the lower Floor, who was a Law: 


yer, had let to a Merchant, who pay'd fifty 
: | Pounds 
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Pounds a Year for it, which Augeligus receiv'd 
from the Lawyer's hands: This Houſe, and 
all that Monfieur Conramine then gave her, 
ſhe at this Day enjoys; and he has added fo 
much to it, that ſhould he die to-morrow and 
leave her nothing more, ſhe is able to keep up 
her Grandeur and live as well as now; tho ſhe 
at preſent keeps a Coach and fix, and three 
Footmen, Monſieur Contamine was now en- 
tirely pleas d; and Angel que, far from ap- 


aviour of a Woman of Quality: he de- 
fird her to perfect her ſelf in Muſick, woes. | 
ing, and Dancing; ſhe willingly conſented, 
and in a ſhort time, learning of the beſt Ma- 
ters, attain'd thoſe Accompliſhments in pertec- 
tion, beſides Painting in Miniature, for which 
the had always had a Fancy; in one Year ſhe 
was ſo much a Miftreſs of that Art, that ſhe 
dew her Lover's Picture and her own; by 
the help of her Looking-plaſs, and continually 
ted him with little Pictures of her own 
wing, which he eſteem'd as things of great 
value: She ſoon became the Admira:ion of all 
that neighbourhood who ſaw or heard of hers 
and many young Ladies who viſited the Law- 
yet's Daughters, whom Angelique was now 
grown very intimate withal, ſeeing her with 
them, became her Acquaintance, and were 
at fit Hours permitted to viſit her, tho ſhe 
ſeldom went abroad: ſhe went by her Mo- 
ther's Maiden Name, ſo that none knew whe 
ſhe really was: She lived in this manner for 
wo Years ; in which time her Mother relap- 
ling into her former IIlneſs, dy'd : on her 
| Death- 


pearing what ſhe had been, took the Air and 
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Death- bed, after having return'd Monſieur 
Contamine thanks for all the Obligations he 
had confer'd on her and her Daughter, ſhe 
recommended her to his care, commanding 
her to continue virtuous, and always behave 
her ſelf in ſuch manner as ſhe had done hi. 
therto, to render her ſelf worthy the Honour 
he deſign'd her; ſaying a thouſand pious and 
handſom Things to both, and dy'd like a good 
Chriſtian. Her Daughter bury'd her very 
handſomly ; and reflecting that ſhe was now 
bereft of her beſt guard, and that Opportuni- 
ties of Monfieur Contamine's being alone with 
her would eaſily be found, the Servants not 
daring to continue in the Room on his giving 
them the leaſt Intimation to be gone, ſhe wa 
extremely terrify'd, and at a loſs what to do; 
at laſt ſhe defir'd the Lawyer's eldeſt Daugb- 
ter to keep her company and lie with her, ſc 
cretly defiring her not to quit the Room when 
he was there: At firſt he ſeem'd to take little 
notice of it, and believing her melancholy 
with the Loſs of her Mother, let it paſs ; but 
in fome time he whiſper'd her that he was 
uneaſy to be under ſuch conſtraint, that it was 
very improper a Stranger ſhould be witneſs of 
what he ſaid to her, tho innocent and honou- 
rable. She told him ſhe would for once oblige 
him, and take care to be alone the next time 
he came : he was much tranſported, and re- 
turning the next Day, found her atcording to 
her promiſe reading in the Anti- chamber; 
after N his Joy ſne ſhut the Door, and 
throwing herſelf at his Feet, thus ſurpriz d 
him: Generous Contamine, ſaid /be 
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and Husband, whom I eſteem above 

the World, and to whom I am indebted for 
ten thouſand Favours, I have a requeſt to 
make you that you cannot refuſe me ; If you 
fill love me, as I doubt not you do, my Re- 
tation muſt be equally dear to you as to me; 
my Mother dead, I can no longer live ſecure 
om Cenſure, and admit your Viſits, permit 
me to retire to a Convent, till ſuch time as 
may fearleſs marry me : I cannot live un- 

der the Notion of a Miſtreſs; nay, I cannot 
nuſt to my own Reſolutions ; the grateful 
Senſe of your Favours makes me fear to truſt 
my ſelf and you. He ſeem'd Thunder-ſtruck 
at theſe Words, and trembling lifted her up, 
and {aid all he could think of to diſſwade her 
from this unkind Propoſal; tho in his Soul he 
applauded and more eſteem'd her for it: at 
he endeavour'd to divert her from it, tel- 
ling her, laughing, he was pleas'd to find he 
was more formidable than he thought for, and 
that her Inclinations were ſo obliging towards 
him; but in the end he agreed that ſhe ſhou'd 
continue to keep the young Woman with' her, 
and conſented hat ſhe ſhould always be pre- 
ſent in the next Room with the Door open, 
when he came, on condition that ſhe ſhould 
not be within 1. To this ſhe yielded. 
This young Woman had been a Penſioner in a 
Convent with Madam au Puis, my Miſtreſs; 
they had there contracted a great Friendſhip, 
and one Day happen'd to meet abroad in the 
Exchange, and it chancing to rain, Madam 
du Puis took her into her Coach to carry her 
home ; in the way ſhe entertain'd ner au 
| | Ws 
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Puig with an account of the fine Lady that 
liv'd in the ſame Houſe with her Father, and 
ſo prais'd her Beauty, Wit, and manner of Wy; 
Lick, that Madam an Puis was very defirou Wy; 
to ſee her; for which reaſon ſhe, when they ag 
alighted at the Door, went in with the young Wh 
Woman, and found Angelique fitting in the Wan 
Parlor below, who knew her at firft fight, but Wye 
ſhe could not for ſome time recolle&t who A» Wn 
gelique was; at laft ſhe call'd her Face to Mhz 
mind, and hearing them call her Madam ' 
pn ©. oa xe was convinc'd ſhe was not mi- Wh; 
taken; yet ſhe took no notice, but took leave My} 
to go home to Dinner: two Days after ſhe dh 
return'd, drank Tea there with her, and hav- Why 
ing order'd me to call on her there, Ange. Mha 
lique, who perceiv'd ſhe was diſcover d, invi- Whe 
ted us into her Apartment: I need not tell Min 
you how much we were ſurpriz'd at the Fur WD; 
niture and her Attendants ; ſhe was not inſer- 
fible of our Thoughts, and opening her Cloſet, 
ſhow'd us Jewels and Curioſities of extract 
dinary Value; and doubtleſs Monfieur Conti. 
mine always defign'd to marry her, or elſe he 
would never have given her ſuch tich Pre 
- Tents 5 what was in her Cloſet only, was 4 

noble fortune for any Woman. I would f 
one Word with you alone, ſaid Madam 4 

Pris; with all my Heart, ſaid Angeli 
ſmiling, I already know what you would fo 
and what you want to know; I would no 
ave ſhow'd you what I have, but with ds 
"Hgn to prepare you for what I have to tel 

you. ey went down into the Garden t 
ther; and having engag d her to ſecrecy, ſhe 
A- 
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quainted her with the whole Story, of the 


Truth of which ſhe was in few Days con- 
rinc'd, finding that the Peoples Report in the 
Houſe and Neighbourhood was in all things 
zoreeable : Madam au Puis inform'd me of 
the whole; after this ſhe often viſited her, 
and ſhe continu'd to live after the ſame man- 
zer a whole Year after her Mother's death, 
nd had been ſtill a Maid, in all probability, 
had it not been for a lucky Accident. 

One Day, the Princeſs of Cologny went to 
the Fair at St. Germains ; Madam de FVongy, 


who fill liv'd with her, bore her company : 
this Lady went into a Looking-glaſs ſhop, to 


buy two cryſtal Brapches ſhe ſaw there ; ſhe 
had no Attendants but her Gentleman-Uſher, 
her Page, and two Footmen : at the' ſame 
time Angelique, attended by the 's two 
Daughters, came into the ſame Shop, to buy 
a Pocket-glaſs for Monſieur 4e Contamine, to 
preſent him for a Fairing; ſhe was magnifi- 
_ dreſs'd, her Gown and Petticoat was 


Brocade ; ſhe had a Necklace, Croſs, 


and Ear-rings, all of brilliant Diamonds; her 
Hair and Stomacher was full of Jewels; to be 
brief, ſhe was as fine as the Princeſs, nor did 
her Air and Mein ſpeak her leſs ; her Linen 
ind Lace was ſutable, for Contamine was con- 
tinually buying the fineſt Things he could 
meet with 8 and it was to oblige him 
ſhe went thus dreſs'd : He had charg'd her 
topo to the Fair this Day ſo adorn'd, uſe 
he would meet her there, and ſhow her as a 
Lady he made court to, to ſome of his Friends: 
her Footman and Waiting - maid was * 
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her ; the Shopkeeper ſhow'd her ſome of the 
fineſt Pocket-glafſes in his Shop, ſhe. choſe the 
beſt ; at this inſtant the Princeſs turning to g 
away, caſt her Eyes upon her, and immedi. 
ately knew her Face: Angelique perceivd 
- her, and would have avoided her, but ſhe 
took her by the Arm; Madam, ſaid /be, youu 
make a great Appearance, on my word, you 
are much alter'd for the better fince you ek 
my Palace, pray who aave you marry'd ? if 
you had acquainted us with your good fortune, 
as it was your Duty to have done, we ſhould 
not have diſgrac'd you; on the contrary, Ma. 
dam de Vougy and I, with all my Family, 
ſhould. have rejoic'd, and careſs'd you : but 
come, tell me your Husband, and wel 
forgive what's paſt ; ſure his Quality is great 
that can maintain you thus. I am ſtill a 
Maid, ſaid /he, in great Confuſion. A Maid, 
ſaid the Princeſs with a diſdainſul Air, you 
are an extraordinary Creature indeed ; 4 ſo 
turn'd from her with ſcorn : for ſhe ſuppos d 
her a kept Miſtreſs, and could not with Rex 

* ſon believe her other. 6 
Angeligue chang'd pale as Death; ſhe 
was diſtracted at this Treatment; this was 

© the Thing ſhe had always dreaded : ſhe 
paid for the Glaſs, and going out of the Shoy, 
never ftaid to meet Contamine, but throwing 
her ſelf into a Coach, went directly home 
with her Attendants ; the two young Women 
doing all they could ro comfort her : So ſoon 
as ſhe came. home ſhe threw her ſelf upon 
her Bed, being undreſt, and refus'd to cat, 
and did nothing but weep and figh ; bs the 
5 | ven. 
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Evening Contamine, alarm'd at her abſence 
from. the Fair, came to ſee her: he was im- 


told him all, and that ſhe was reſolv'd to ex- 

him and her ſelf, and to run the riſque 
of his Mother's Diſpleaſure and lofing him 
for ever, rather than not juſtify her felf to the 
Princeſs. All he could urge conld not perſuade 
her from it; ſhe, vow'd ſhe would rather 
chuſe to be a Servant again, and reſtore him 
all he had given her, than lie under ſuch a 
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ſon whom you defign to make your Wife. to 
be thought your Miſtriſs? in fine, tho he 
told her it would ruin both, ſhe continu'd her 
Reſolution, and he could gain nothing more, 
but. that ſhe would defer it to the next Day, 
it being then almoſt Night. Do you think: 


ſo WM own word? I will refer them to you, ſaia 


ie in Peace, and my 


4 ., and if you will noe qublify me, 1 will re- 


+ dire to a Convent, and 


Conſeſſor ſhall right me when I am in the 


16 Gare; my Reſolution is fix'd unalterably: 
2s MW He threw bimſelf twenty times at her Feet, 
ae but all in vain ; ſo he left her, and ſhe went 
„Is bed ſo ſoon as he was gone, but could not 
ng Jeet one wink of ſleep, but lay ſtudying how 
ne d vindicate her ſelf to the Prince 
en What means to get admittance to her; at la 
on Ide thought of Madam du Puis : fo ſoon as 
t was Morning, r ſelf unable to riſe, 

ne, Diſorder of ber Mind having thrown her 
a a Fever; ſhe: ſent her Footman with a 
N 5 F Letter 
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tient to know what was the Matter; ſhe 


Scandal : Tis for your own honour, ſaid ſhe, 
that I ſhould do it; how can you ſuffer a Per- 


ſaid be, they will credit what you ſay on your 


and by 
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Letter to her, to entreat her to come to her 
immediately: ſhe order'd the Boy to call 3 
Coach and bring her to her, that he might 
not ſtay till Madam du Puis's own was pot 
ready. Who was much ſurpriz d at the receit 
of this Note, and immediately roſe, aſki 
the Lad what was the Matter; he anſwer! 
that his Lady was ill, and thought ſhe ſhoud 
have dy'd in the Night: Madam du Puit 
aſk'd no more Queſtions, but in her Deſhabille 
threw her ſelf into the Coach and went to 
her; ſhe found the Surgeon and Phyſician in 
the Chamber, whom the Lawyer and his 
Wife had ſent for, greatly ing Ange 
lique, and heard from their Daughter hoy 
ill the was: ſhe bid all quit the Roon 
when Madam du Puis enter'd it; then with 
a Flood of Tears ſhe told her Adventur, 
and Reſolution to hazard all to clear her Re 
putation, Madam au Puis offer'd to go to 
adam de Yougy, and do all ſhe detird: 
The was ſo touch'd with her Friend's Condi 
tion, whoſe Words were, interrupted with 
Tears, that The immediate“, went away it 
the Hackney Coach to the Palace of Cologny, 
and found Madam de Yougy juſt riſen out d 
Bed, who was much furpriz'd at her coming 
there ſo early, and more when ſhe told It 
the Buſineſs ſhe came about: Madam 4 
Pris had ſome difficulty to perſuade her 0 
Angelique's Innocence; but at length ſhe cm 
_ . dited it on her Werd: then they went t 
the Princeſs, who was ſtill in Bed, and har 
ing acquainted her with Azgelique's Story, 
ſhe gave leave that ſhe ſhould come oy 
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and juſtify her ſelf, ordering them to fetch 
her to the Palace forthwith. As ſoon as Ma- 


ſame Coach to Angelique s, whom they found 
not a lone; for Monfieur Contamine, who had 
| the Night with. as little Sleep and: Satiſ- 
Patio as ſhe had, was come to viſit her, with 
deſign, if poſlible, to perſuade her not to purſue 
her Reſolution of the Day before; but finding 
her ſo ill, and alter d, he forgot all Conſidera tions, 
and not being able to utter one word, fell bn his 
in Kneesonthe Carpet by her Bed-fide, thererak- 
his WW ing her Hand, they both wept, and remain'd in 
ge a profound Silence ; in this Poſture the Ladies 
on WW found\'thera : Angelique gave x Shriek when 
on they enter'd the Chamber, which rous'd Mon- 
ith WY fieur Conrarmne from his Tranſport of Sor- 
ure, WY row ; he roſe, and ſaluted them with all the 
Ne Civility he was able in the Diforder he was 
in: Madam de Vongy and be look'd on one 
d: mother for ſome time with much Confufion ; 
nd: but Madam de Puis put an end to it, by ſay- 
rich ing to Angelique, My dear Friend I have ſuc- 
/ all ceeded; the Princeſs is ready to hear you, 
and has honour d you with ſending this Lad 
t off to conduct you to her; the penerous: Princeſs 
ni will make you Reparation for the ſevere Cen- 
he fure ſhe paſs d on you yeſterday, fo ſoon as 
“bave made your Innocence appear; your Ap- 
r of pearance being ſo 'magnificent deceiv'd ber, 
cr. and when ſhe heard you aver you were not 
d, *rwas natural to ſuſpect your Virtue"; 
yet ſhe proteſts ſhe thought Neceſſity not In- 
clination had - undone you, and wiſh'd vou 
well: Madam #e 5 what ſhe 
| 4 


ſaid, 


dam de Yougy was dreſt, they went in the 
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faid. Avgelique thank d them, and' before 
Monſieur Conramine related all the Story, and 
his Proceedings, even from the beginning, and 
the Viſits he made her while ſhe liv' with 
Madam de Yougy in the Palace, and conclu- 
ded thus; Madam, could I do lefs than! 
have done, ſor a Man who ſhew'd ſuch _ 
tion for me, and acted fo generouſly ; 
could I refuſe to live and o ref reſt more fat 
ble to his Quality, who has deſtin'd me to 
the Honour being his Wife? Madam 4 
 Fougy was much pieas d with the Story, and 
«pleaſantly rallied lenden Contamine for abu- 
ing her Credulit 5 and making her a Pro. 
| He handfomly excus d and aſſ d 
Faden. Then ſhe ſaid, with a ſerious Air, 
all is forgot : I now defire both your Friend- 
ſhips; and to deſerve it, I will return to the 
Princeſs, and ſay all I can in your- favour, 
"Then Contamine, Taking a Sign to Angelique, 
me pull'd a rich Diamond Ring off her Fin 
27" preſented it to ber, which with _ 
ficulty ſhe accepted : then they ſo 
and Madam du Puis to ſtay break 7 
they conſented; and Angeligue being now 
more at eaſe i 4 Mind, * up in the Bed 
and e ge. _— {ending por the Law. 
vers Wife a ters, to whom nothi 
— now a _ Le. ove over, the Ladies 
took leave ; eligue d Monſieur 
Leder to go into aber Re Room, with the 
er's Wife and 8 that ſhe might 
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ae r : ſhe the ep net for ſome 
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her Fever gone; 
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a} that Day; during which, Monſieur Conta- 
mine and the young Women kept her com- 


'') | 
2 de Vougy and au Puis returu d to 
ſee her the next Morning, and were glad to 
find her perfectly recover'd, and told — the 
Princeſs long' d to ſee her. She ſaid ſhe wou d 
dreſs herſelf in the Afternoon, and wait of her 
Highneſs. Contamine lent her his Coach, for he 
was now reſolv d to run all Hazards ; and believ- 
ing his Mother would ſoon be inform'd of all, 
was determin'd to ſtand the ſhock; and if he 
could not obtain her leave, to marry Angelique, 
having already provided for her, to continue 
to live with as he had hitherto done: 
ſo ne dreſs'd herſelf richly, but more mo- 
deftly than before, and went in his Coach to- 
the Palace; and going 2 * N 
partment, every admiring her as ſhe 
p along, ſhe threw herſelf at her Feet: the 

ceſs taking her up, had her into her Cloſet, 
and kept her there three Hours, making her 
relate all her Story ; which ſhe concluded, 
proteſting ſhe never had been one fingle. Mo- 
ment with Monfieur Contamine alone, out of 
the fight of her Mother or the Lawyer's 
Daughter's ſince ſhe left, the Palace: Nor 
would he ſuffer me, aid /be, to have thus ex- 

d him to your Highneſs, were not his De- 
10 honourable, and my Virtue unblemiſh'd. 

ePrinceſs embrac'd and beliey'd her, for all 
Things ſpoke in her favour, and aflur'd her 
ſhe would uſe. all ber Intereſt with Madam 
e; ¶ amine and the Family to procure their 
ſc Wl Happineſs; ſhe made her dine with her 
all F 3 Maids 
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Maids of Honour; and bid her fend her 
Lover's Coach back to him, becauſe ſhe 
would carry her home in her own. Aſter 
Dinner they had a long Converſation, in which 
Madam au Puis inform'd the Princeſs that 
Angelique was well born, and how her Mo- 
er came to take care of her, her Father 
having been one of the braveſt and greateſt 
Officers in Monſieur a Puis's Regiment; 
that both her Father and Mother were de- 
ſcended from two of the moſt antient and no- 
ble Families in Anjou, tho he was but a 
2 Brother. The Princeſs complimented 
er on this Subject; ſaying, Virtue is ſuff- 
cient to ennoble thoſe of humble birth, but 
to be born above the Vulgar is a double ad- 
vantage: She made her promiſe that Monficur 
 Contamine ſhould come along with her the 
next Day to viſit her; after which ſhe took 
her into her own Coach, and went home with 
her, accompany'd with Madam u Puis and 
de YVougy ; The had the Curioſity to view all 
her Apartment, and all the fine Things in het 
Cabinets ; nay, ſhe would fee the Lawyer 
and his Family. She was extremely pleas'd 
and fatisfy'd with all ſhe ſaw, and tepeated 
her defire of ſeeing Monſieur Contamine ; 
laying, when ſhe took her leave, Angelique, 
I hall expect your Lover and you — 
to his 


paſs d. 


after Dinner. He came that Eveni 
Miſtreſs, impatient to know what had 


and was tranſported to hear that ſhe was fo 
well receivid: That is not all, ſaid Ange- 
Rque, ſhe has made me promiſe to bring you 
with me to-morrow 3 what do you ſay, will 
DIS E you 
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do me that publick Honour ? Yes, my 
Dear, ſaid he, and I ſhall be proud to give. 
you this Proof of my Reſpect for you; I will 
call upon you to-morrow with my Coach to 
carry you thither : but on > oblige me in 
two things, fend a Note to Madam du Puis 
to be there; and tho you charm my Eyes in 
the moſt negligent Dreſs, yet let me to-mor- 
row ſee you ſhine in all that Art can adorn 
the Fair with. I underſtand you, ſaid /be,. 
and I will credit you, fear not. She fail'd not 
w go the next Morning to Madam du Puis, 
ind they concluded that Day would decide 
Angelique's Fate: for after ſo publick an Ac- 
tion, it would be no longer a Secret. Madam 
dy Puis had acquainted me with what had 
by and we were all impatient to hear the 
vent of this Viſit, Contamine came at the 
time 1 to fetch her, and I being with 
my Miſtreſs, beg'd the favour of him to ſes 
me down at the Dauphin Street, with defign 
to ſee his Miſtreſs, whom we found dreſs'd in 
fuch a manner as dazell'd our Eyes: Her 
Hair, Neck, and Breaſt were full of Dia- 
monds ; the Charms of her Perſon and Habit 
made her appear a Goddeſs, or at leaſt ſome- 
thing divine. It was eaſy to ſee Contamine's 
Satisfaction in his Eyes. Having fſatisfy'd 
my 1 I reok leave, and they proceed- 
ed to the Palace, where the Princeſs receiv'd 
them kindly ; and after ſome talk in publick, 
retir'd with Contamine into her Cloſet, where 
ſhe queſtion'd him about Angeligues Con- 
duct and his ; aſking why he did not marry 
her, Gnce he was long fince. of Age, and in- 
F 4. dependent 
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dependent of any body; this makes me ſuſ- 
pe , ſaid ſhe, your Deſigns are not honourz- 

le, and that you hope in the End to pain 
what you cannot as yet obtain. No, Madam, 
ſaid he, my reſpect for her equals her Vir- 
tue ; I have often propos d to marry her ſe- 
eretly, but ſhe has refus d me; her rigid Vir- 
tue makes her decline every thing that may 
occaſion Cenſure, tho juſtifyable in her own 
Conſcience : ſhe will be mine publickly, or 
die a Virgin, as I proteſt to God I believe ſhe 
is to this Moment : Your Highneſs knows my 
Mother's Ambition; I ſo fear to diſoblige her, 
that I dare not propoſe to her the only thing 
that can make me happy, leſt it ſhould make 
her wretched, and draw her Anger on me: 
ſhe has propos'd ſeveral Perſons to me, and 
finding me decline all Offers, ſuſpects that l 
am engag'd ; but ſuppoſing by my Silence it 
will not be for her Eaſe to know it, ſhe urges 
me no farther : This generous Procedure has 
tyd up my Tongue, and I tremble at the 
Thoughts of her knowing my Secret, left ir 
ſhou'd break her Peace. Tou are, ſaid ſbe, 
a good Son, as well as a good Lover; I ho- 
nour and eſteem you: confide in my Manage- 
ment, I will procure your Happineſs, and dif- 
cloſing that Secret to her, ſpare you all blame 
and trouble: Fear nothing, I will be a Media- 
trix between you. He beg'd her to reflect on 
the hazard ſhe run of undoing them. No, no, 
ſaid ſhe, I will take care to merit your 
Thanks, not your Reproaches. Taking leave 
of the Princeſs who he ſaw was determin d to 
fpeak to Madam Contamine, he — 
| Ange- 


p< — wc . mo 3 inn r 


S- - 
1 


French LOVERS. 10 
Angelique and Madam au Puis with what 
had paſs'd : His Miſtreſs was much pleas'd, 
for ſhe knew the Princeſs was a Perſon to 
whom his Mother neither would, or indeed 
could refuſe any thing: ſhe teſtify'd her Joy 
by many little Freedoms ſhe: gave him, not 
doubting but they ſhould be ſoon freed from 
all reſtraint. Madam au Puis ſhar'd their 

The next Day the Princeſs ſent for 412+ 
gelique to the Palace, and gave her an Apart- 
ment ; ſaying it was more honourable for her 
to reſide there till things were concluded. 
This a little ſhock'd the Lovers, who could 
no more youk together with any freedom + 
She obey'd, but fear'd the Succeſs; and faw 
that if his Mother ſhould not comply, their 
Secret being known, Honour would oblige her 
to retire from him into a Convent, where ſhe: 
muſt languiſh till her Death releas'd her- He 
was rather more diſtracted than ſhe, and re- 
pented his ra ſhneſs; and wiſh'd he had rather 
melted his Mother with Tears, and pleaded 
his own Cauſe, than. thus to: ſeem. ta compel- 
her, by employing a Perſon whoſe Quality and 
lower over her, made it almoſt impoſſible for 
ber to deny her: He went home. ſo diforder'd, 
and with ſo alter'd a Face, that his Mother 
eiv'd it, and tenderly aſł'd what. ail'd- 

im: It is done, ſaid he, and I will think no 
more, 'The good Lady was frighted, and. 
fear'd ſome Fever had ſeiz d his Head; ſhe 
fell a weeping : This Sight quite unman'd 
him, the Ig Deo roll'd down his. Face, and 
be beg d they might be left alone: then fall- 
ing down at her Feet, he. ſaid, My dear Mo- 
1 44825 F 5. ther, 
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ther, my Mind is fick, not my Body; forgive 
me that I have once done a thing to offend 
ou. She bid him rife, but he remain'd in 
hat ſuppliant Poſture, and related all he had 
done, every particular, even to the Diſcovery 
the Princeſs of Cologny had made, and her de- 
fign to aſk her Conſent to their Marriage: 
He told her he would continue to her Death 
fingle if ſhe commanded him, and that he 
would never difobey her, and implor'd her 
Pardon in ſuch Terms as would have melted 
2 Barbarian * in fine, he ſaid and did all that 
could manifeſt the moſt tender and paſſionate 
Love for the Lady, and the moſt profound 
Refpe& for his Mother, who was entirely 
vanquifh'd ; yet being defirous to know Ange- 
lique's Character from others, ſhe delay'd to 
let him know her Thoughts; but told him 
the would conſider of it, and if ſhe found all 
Things agreeable to. the Relation' he had 
given her, ſhe' would endeavour to comply 
With his Defires : Mean time ſhe would have 
him retire to Bed and compoſe his Thoughts; 
he obey'd, and n—_— a profound Bow bid 
her good-night, His Gentleman ſat up with 
Him all Night by her order : But neither ſhe 
nor Comamine could ſleep one wink. Early 
in the Morning, a Gentleman from the Prin- 
ceſs of Cology came to ſpeak with Madam 
 Contamine, to know what time ſhe wou'd be 
tirring, becaufe that Princeſs deſign'd to 
make her a Viſit ; baving ſomething of mo- 
ment to communicate to her: This Meſſage 
being carry'd in to Madam Contamine, ſhe 
immediately roſe, and defir'd the Gentleman 
| | _ 
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French LOVERS. roy 
to ſtay whilſt ſhe was dreſs' d, and ſhe wou'd 
go along with him to the Princeſs. She went 
accordingly, and found her up, and ready to 
receive her. Madam 4e Contamine before ſhe 
went forth ſent to know how her Son had 
teſted, and his Gentleman anſwer'd, not at all 
tl that Hour, when he was fallen into a 
Slumber : ſhe order'd that he ſhould not be 
difturb'd, or told where ſhe was gone if he 
wak'd, left it, ſhould cauſe a freſh Tumult in 
his Thoughts. The Princeſs was much pleas'd 
at her Civility in coming; ſhe embrac'd and 
thank d her: then they retir'd into her Cloſet, 
where they ſpent ſome time together; after 
which, coming forth, Madam 2 Cologny or- 
der d Angelique to be call'd, who during their 
Converſation had, as you may well believe, 
been on Thorns, to know the Event of it; 
having receiv'd Orders from the Princeſs to. 
dreſs. herſelf in the ſame magnificent Habit, 
and the Jewels ſhe had on when Contamine 
brought her in to her, She was in Con- 
fulion when ſhe was call'd for, tho ſhe expec- 
ted it: ſhe enter d the Room with a Mode- 
ty. and Baſhfulneſs, that at firſt Sighe gain d 
* r en Come poo, = 
Fligue, ſais the Princeſs, putting forth her 
Herd : 9 4 ſhe deleted her Madam 
Contamine : See, Madam, ſ#id ſbe, if your 
Son has not made a good Choice; I am con- 
fident you. will dearly love and value her, 
when the Beauties of her Mind are as we 
known to you as thoſe of her Face; and I 
affure you. ſhe has a Soul more lovely may 
EY ' Angelkque was in ſo gtcat * 
order 
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order that ſhe ſcarce knew what was ſaid. 
I confeſs, ſaid Madam de Contamine, that my 
Son is not to be blam'd ; I believe Pari: 
cannot ſhow a more charming Woman : but 
it is not to your Beauty that you owe the Con- 
deſcenfion i ſhow, in giving my Conſent to 
my Son's Marriage with you; but in the firſ 
Place, to the Character the Princeſs has been 
pleas'd to give me of you, who aſſures me 
ou are wiſe and virtuous ; remember to thank 
er as you ought : next, to the Submiſſion 
and Reſpe&t my Son has always ſhow'd to 
me; I hope you will he the ſame, and that! 
ſhall never repent the having made you my 
Daughter. „N. made no anſwer befoie 
the Princeſs, but ſhedding Tears, made a pro- 
found Reverence : The Princeſs ran to het 
Cloſet to ch a little Cabinet, and left them 
together; then Angelique threw herſelf at 
Madam Contamine's Feet, kiſs'd her Hands, 
| jon js her a thouſand. Thanks for ber 
Goodneſs, and aſſur d her ſhe wou'd reſpect 
and love her equally with Monfieur Contamine. 
The Princeſs returning, faw her in this Poſture, 
and was pleas'd at it; ſhe took her up, and 
kiſs'd her, and gave Madam Contamine the 
Cabinet, which was full of Jewels, a Preſent 
fit for a Princeſs to give: Here, ſaid ſbe, is 
ſomething to ion her, I will have the 
Wedding here in my Houſe ; ſhe is mine, and 
1 will give the Entertainment; and what | 
do now is but an Earneſt of my Love: my 
nero = Favour ſhalk make her no con- 
temptible Fortune; ſhe may; depend on my 
Frotection, and may perhaps have Proofs of it 
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ſooner than ſhe expects. The Princeſs made 
them ſtay Dinner, and let her ſet down at 
Table with her; a Favour ſhe did to very 
few : and ſhe has had this Honous continu'd 
to her ever fince. After Dinner, Madam Com- 
tamine took her home with her, with Ma- 
dam du Puis and de Vougy. I need not tell 
you. how tranſported Monſieur Contamine was, 
who was ſtill very ill in Bed; but his Joy was 
ſuch, that it.ſo increas'd his Fever, that it was 
two whole Months before he was able to quit 
his Chamber, and be marry'd ; tho Angelique 
ſcarce ever left his Chamber, but at Night. 
They have been marry'd two Years laſt Eaſ- 
ter ; ſhe has brought him: two lovely Chil- 
dren, and is big with a third: She is ador'd by 
her Husband and Mother-in-law, who cannot 
bear her out of her Sight ; and when Monſieur 
Contamine is by Buſineſs oblig'd to lie 
from home, the Mother and Daughter lie to- 
ether: in fine, there is not a happier Family. 
in the whole World, nor. a better Wife and 
Daughter - in- la than ' Angelique z ſhe is be- 
or'd by all the World, the Princeſs doats. on 
her, and tis by her Intereſt that Monſieur 
Contamine has gotten ſuch advantageous Places, 
and become ſo great.  , | , 
And now I have told you all the Hiſtory of 
this Lady, I wiſh my Adventures with Madam. 
du Pruis may end as fortunately. I doubt it 
not, laid des Frans, tis your own Fault if it 
; I know you are inclin's already to ac- 
knomledes your Fault, but. ſhame reftrains 
you. Well, well, ai4 des Ronais, we (ſhall 
how. Things are to-morrow, you hall 0 
| | | © 
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what you will with me. Monfieur du Pri; 
enter d the Room at this inſtant, to fetch them 
to Supper at his' Houſe. I have done what ] 
could, ſaid he, to keep my Couſin; but Ma. 
dam as Contamine has carried her away with 
ber: However they have invited me to dine 
at my Couſin's to-morrow, and aflured me you 
will be there, az4reffrng himſelf roMonſienr des 
Frans, and that you will bring a Friend along 
with you whom I am no Stranger to, perhaps 
it is Monfteur ef Ronais. chance, you 
are aWizafd at a Gueſs, faid des Frans laugh- 
ing. Ybu will then at laſt be my Coufin ? ſaid 
he to the Cortnſelloby. They will perſuade me 
to ſomething like it, ſaid he ſmiling. "Tis 2 
fine thing, /ai4 du Puis, to have Invitations 
from the Ladies. Let Monſieur de Ronais 
alone, ſaid des. Frans, let the Ladies teate 
him; come, let us go to Supper, for ¶ have 
zalk'd my ſelf adry: We'll drink their Healths 
to-night and "viſit them to-morrow. Being 
come to Monſieur du Puis's, they were ſplen- 
didly entertain'd ; and Jes Frans informi 
him that he * 0 — fix in Paris, 
was inquirin me Employment pro 
er bim he 70 dd him -of pro ary fy 7050 be 
diſpoſed of. They agreed to go about it early 
the next Morning, it being what des Fran: 
liked ; and 1 not till it was late. 
According to Appointment, they went the 
next Day and purchas'd: it; but this took 
them up till two at Noon, when Jes Ronais 
reminded them of their Appointment, they 
both fell a laughing, at which he was confu- 
ſec. When they dame there they found 4 
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deal of good Company, who chid them 
making the Dinner wait, Da Puis ſaid, 
It was not Monfieur des Nonais's Fault, for 
he haften'd us, I aſſure you, being unable 
to live any longer at variance with you, 
Couſin, ſpeaking to Madam du Puis. Des 
Ronais bluſh'd at thefe words. Madam de 
Contamine taking him. by the Shoulder, ſaid, 
Come bither #riack, come throw 
ſelf at your Miſtreſs's Feet, and ask 
Pardon for your Follies. Ah! that is not 
fair, ſaid des Frans, he is come to hear her 
Fuſtification, not as a Suppliant. Her Eyes, 
ſaid des Ronais, have convinced me of het 
Innocence, who can look on them and not 
forgive the blackeſt Crimes, much more when 
ſhe proteſts ſhe's guiltleſs? Pardon me then, 
, injured Beauty; I will attone for my 
Suſpicions by believing I was miſtaken, ere 
1 explain and make it _ that L was - 
She ra to him, and claſping him in her 
Arms, ſaid, I pardon you all; I know my 
Duty binds me to forgive, and bear with your 
Weakneſſes, but I beg you for the future not 
to-ſuffer Appearances to deceive you and break 
- Peace: * m 4 * to un- 
ceive you, Yes, Sir, ſaid à very Gen- 
meman hen he did not know, I am the pre- 
tended Caut hier, with whom you were fo 
angry ; and. fince I have occaſion d your Se- 
paration, it is but juſt that I ſhould re- 
concile you. Indeed, ſaid des Nonais, ſo a- 
eeable a Man might with eaſe make a 
Lady break ber Word with a leſs accom- 
pliſh'd Lover. Hold, Sir, ſaid à very 2 
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ziful Lady, don't value my Husband, were 
you a Woman I ſhould grow jealous: The 
Letter you ſaw was writ to me; the fatal E. 
piſtle that made you turn * and 
play the Spaniard with that Lady; he was 
then my Lover, and is at preſent my Hu. 
band; and we will tell you anon, the Res- 
* ſons why Madam du Puis received our Let. 
ters, in order to which we muſt tell you all 
that paſsd between Monfieur Je Terny and 
me, and therefore we will defer it till after 
Dinner. k 2 \ 
They all fat down to Table, the two 
Lovers by one another; Monfieur des Frans 
placed himſelf betwixt Madam 4e Contamine 
and a Lady whom he had not before obſerv'd, 
and who had not ſpoke one word; he took 
notice that ſhe would have gone away, but 
that Madam 4e Conramine hinder d her; fhe 
did not turn her Face towards him, but ſeem'd 
to avoid him, which rais'd his Curiofity : At 
laſt he remember'd her Face, it was a Lady to 
hom he had once made love, Ab] Madam, 
id he, claſping her round the Waſte, . 2vha7 
lucky Accident brought you hither ? If I had 
known, ſaid. ſbe, that you: had been to have 
come here; I ſhould have ſtaid away; but 


Madam du Puis told me nothing of it. Are 


u then diſpleaſed with the Sight of me? faid 
e with a very ſerious Air. No, Sir, ſaid ſbe, 
fince you ha ve brought Monfieur de Ronats a- 
long with you. Come don't let us talk, /#:4 
Madam de Contamine, let us eat and be mer- 
ry, by and by well ſet you all to rights. 
Monſieur 4es Fraus and Madam Meng Ad- 
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ventures ſhall be related in due time; ſo they 
fell a talking of the fatal Effects of Jealouſy, 
and the Pleaſure Lovers found in a Reconcili- 
ation when undeceived. 'The Converſation 
was very agreeable, they being all People of a 
great deal of Wit and Good-beading. Dinner 
ended, they all ſeated themſelves to hear Ma- 
dam au Puis's Vindication, who, addreſſing 
herſelf to Monſieur de Terny ſaid, Sir, you 
may begin. Monſieur Jes Ronais ſaid he was 
ſatisfy d, and would ſpare him the Trouble. 
No, ſaid ſhe, you have injur'd me publickly, 
and I will be juſtify'd in publick. Then Mon- 
feur de Terney began the relation of his A- 
mours with his Wife in this manner. 
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Monfieur de TE RN ITS and 
Madam de BERN AIS Hiſ- 
tor. 

5 Was not born in this City, but! 
came to it ſo young that I ac- 
count my ſelf one of your Townl- 
men: I came of a tolerable good 
Sx» Family in the Province where | 
but here we are little known. [ 
was very young when my Father ſent me to 
this Place for Education, defigning me for the 
Army : Being 8 a Poſt, I went into 
Flanders with a Commiſſiog, where I was, in 
a Skirmiſh, wounded and carry'd to Calais to 
be cured. There I met with a brave you 
Officer, a Haan, Who wess Hkewiſe wound. 
ed, much of my own Age, is Name wa 
Monſieur 4e May; he was the Son of 2 
Man who was igmenſely rith; we became 
very intimate, and retut'd to Paris together: 
We made ſeveral Campaigns together, and | 
bought a Company in the Regiment he was 
in; after which we made two Campaigns 
more: in a word, we were inſeparable Com- 
panions, and I was ſo happy as to gain his 
| Father? 
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Father's Eſteem, who loved me then, as much 
as he has fince hated me. 

My Friend fell in love with a very fine 
Woman, and made me his Confident ;- but I 
was yet a Stranger to that Paſſion, and often 
rallied him for paſſing the Nights in talking 
of his Miſtrefs. I was at this time about 
Twenty-ſeven Years old: He had an elder 
diſter who was marry'd, and two younger who 


were Penfioners in a Convent ſome Leagues 


from Paris. He one day-ask'd me to go with 
him and Madam e Ornex, his marry'd Siſter, 
0 ſee them. I gladly accepted the Offer, 
having never ſeen theſe Ladies; I had often 
heard him ſpeak of the eldeſt with great Af 
kRtion ; but when 1 faw her I was charm'd + 
the was drefs'd in black, being in Mourn 
an Angel 
griev'd that ſhe was to be ſequeſtet'd 
from the World ; for I found they were both 
tefign'd for Nuns. Her Ait and fprightly 
told me that ſhe difapprov'd her Fs 
ther's Choice, and was much fitter for the 
World. took the liberty to ſpeak my 


+ her Mother, but I thought 


I 
Thoughts #loud : My Friend, ſaid I ro 


Bernay, your Sifters are too charming to bs 
grid from our Sight; none but the De. 
tortn'd or Fooliſh ſhouſd be eloifter'd ; Ladys 
who have ſuch Wit and Beauty ſhould be Je 
it liberty, to increaſe the World; tis « Sn 
o hinder ſuch from marrying. Clementind 
modeſtly anſwer'd with a Bluſh, Th 
contrary, it were an Injury ta Heaven, to offer 
= thoſe to it whom the World re; 

ind that no Face or Mind could be too gu 


at, on the 


_ ib. 


3 
4 
= 
| 
1 

. MN 

| 
| 
—— 
1 
1 
4 
$ . 
= 


116 The l1L.Lus T RIOus 


to be a Votary to Piety. "Tis not to God, 
ſaid I briskly, Madam, that you make this 
Sacrifice ; but to your Father's Humour, and 
toaggrandize your Brother and Siſter ; and had 
you been born the eldeſt of either Sex, the 
Convent would never have had the Honour of 
holding you ; and, if I can read your Face, 
*tis their Vows, not your own, that you offer 
up to Heaven: Ma de Ornex redden'd, 
ond we broke off the Diſcoutſe. 2 
home ſhe quarrel'd with me for giving 
Siſters ſuch ill Advice; but I turn d the Aeg 
ying, It was the Prieft's Duty to cry ker 
— Bleſſing and Naa of a 


finding her ry I would go no 
more to ſee t Clementine, did 
all I could ——.— all Suſpicions out of her 
Head of my future Defigns, but I did not ſuc- 
ceed ; for 1. Monfieur des Bernay told me ſome 
Days oe, that ſhe had alarm'd his Father 
about me ; and that he blamed him for his 
— * rg Lay would all 


is. continually 

ather and him: My Father is the moſt 

9 Man living, and will not give my 

young ger Siſters a Groat if they diſpleaſe him, 
that I ſee no Poſſibility + i your — 


| told him I valued yor 8 Fortune, Thad 
˖ nough 
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nough of my own to make us happy, and 
beg d his Aſſiſtance to gain her Conſent for 
me. He readily granted my Requeſt, and 
we ſecretly went to viſit Clementine: I courted 
her, but ſhe anſwer'd me as one reſolved to 
leave the World. I repeated my Viſits, and 
told her I would free her, if ſhe would con- 
ſent, from Grates and Walls, and a ick 
Parent ; but received no other Anſwer but 
ſuch as made me almoſt to deſpair. I went 
alone to ſee her, then ſhe bid me return the 
ace Morning to take a Letter ſhe deſigu d 
to ſend her Brother: I did fo, and receivi 
berc. * into her Hand, in whic 
| beg'd he- to explain herſelf ſome way or 
other, and let me know if ſhe was compell'd 
to-a& as ſhe did, which I ſuſpected. When 
we read her Letter, we were convinc'd that I 
vas in the right, and that ſhe' was watch'd, 
and had a Nun who flood in hearing whilſt 
we talk d;; and now I was reſolv'd'to free her 
tall Hazards, Her Brother fear'd to act any 
wing in this Affair that might come to his Fa- 
ther's Ear, and could only affiſt me by getting 
latelligence from her. When I return d to the 
Convent-to ſee her, I was refuſed, and ſchool'd 
by the Abbeſs and two or three old Nuns in 
ſuch a manner, that I curs'd them all Bell, 
Book, and Candle, and almoſt frighted them 
out of their Wits, ſo that they imagin'd me 
efs'd, and threw ſuch a Quantity of Holy 
ater upon me thro' the Grates, that having 
7. them a Volley of Curſes and Threats, 
departed half drown'd like a pump'd Pick- 
pocket. They ſoon ſent her F and Siſter 
I 


| 
| 


them, to gain their good 
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complete Account of my Proceedings, telling 


him I was a very handſom Gentleman, had a 


bewitching Tongue and Perſon ; that ſhe wa 
grown careleſs of her Devotions, diſobedient 
to the Superiors, and appear'd much dif 
order'd in her Mind, fince I had viſited there. 
And now I could no more fight of her; 
but her Brother ſent one of his Lacqucy s, i, 
whom he could confide, with two Letters; in 
the — That he was — are 
impu permi my Viſits, and at 
the Complaints made of her 5 the Abbeſs; 
that he h ſhe would be wiſer for the fu- 
ture, or elſe he ſhould no more be ſo indul- 
gent to her as he had been: In fine, he (aid 
ovary Bing that could oblige his Father and 
the Convent, with Defign to have her ſhow it 


—— of him. 
And in the other Letter, which the Lad gave 
her privately, we told her our Deſign, bid he 
truſt the Bearer with any Letter or Meſſag 
to us. We ſucceeded, and I had much lei 
Difficulty to gain her than if ſhe had been at 
liberty ; for Confinement in a Cloiſter makes 1 
Woman ſo uneaſy, that ſhe gladly accepts an 
Offer from a Lover, and is as ready to run in- 
to his Arms as he is to receive her, unleſs her 
Mind ſuits that Place, and Choice has made 
her quit the World: The Vail hides her 
Bluſhing, and the Pen what the 
Tongue faulters to declare when at liberty: 
I received a Letter from her in theſe Terms. 


At theſe Words Madam Je Terney was angry, 


and bid her Husband deſiſt: ray don't ex 
pole my Weakneſs, ſaid fbe, tis — 
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know it. In troth, ſard he, my dear, Iam ſo 

proud of your Aﬀetion, that I will acquaint 

r = Friends with it, and not a tittle ſhall » 
— their — Then, ſaid be, I 
vill — the Room, that I mayn — — 5 
ond time for a Fault you eſteem an Obli 
tion : At won 4 — — went into the 
den. I am glad, ſaid : aſant Hiſtorian, 
of my Wife's Abſence, hs Lebe me in awe, 
but now all ſhall out, and you ſhall be con- 
rinced that I am the happieſt Man, and have 
the beſt Wife in France. But now to the 
Epiſtle ſhe ſent me, here it is. 


152 wach at & laſſ uo lating 7 br to 
anfever you, leſt 7 — ſay more than is 
. in, and not enough to expreſs the 
tender Sentiments I — of your Sufferings : 
I fear 22 4 final Denial, leſt I ſhould 
wwrr have the Means again of ſeeing you and 
the World, nor do I wiſh for one without the 
other 3 yet by condeſcending to your Deſires I 
7 to loſe _ Eſteem, and to render 'my 
ſelf unworthy of your Affection; Mankind 
are but too FAC Tam aaily roll, to ſcorn 
an eaſy z and you have never been 
apy: to — Walls and Cells, where - 

old Maids watch over the blooming 
zins whoſs cruel Parents doom them to a 
Lloſter, i do dwell debar'd of all ou iv 
I know you ity me, but how of 
- I 1 t di 3 ID in all F + 

s of your deluding Sex I fancy you ſincere. 

Why did you come to break my Peace, 
510 me 4 Diſcuft for this ſutet ſolitary Zi 


which 
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which now appears a Hell: My Terrors of 
the World are vaniſh'd, and I fondly fancy 
that with you T could live happy, tho expoſed 
to all the _—_ Troubles that — F 
warry'd State. I confide in my Brother, aud 
fince you are his Choice, what he directs me | 
will do. My Hand trembies, @ Shower of 
Tears obſcure my Sight, Bluſhes 0'reſpread 
my Face, and I am ſo diforder'd T can ſtar 
Jay; that you may hope all things that Honour 


will permit from 101 rt 
of ot „t 5145 CLEMENTINE | 


| I was tranſported at the receipt of this Letter. 
| Monficur. e Barney laugh'd : Well, ſaid le, 
| my Siſter at eighteen, is as expert in love fl 
Affairs as if ſhe had lived in the World: 11 
find ſhe will not be a Nun; but what muſt ff 
we do? Be you but true to me, ſaid 7, and 
| I fear not your Father's Anger no more than 
| a blaſt of Air: I will marry her in ſpight of i * 
W | all Oppoſition, do you but ftand by me. He 
ſwore he would, provided I would keep the Wl F 
Secret; and offer d to aſſiſt me, even in Real d 
c 
v 
a 
th 
86 


ing her out of the Convent, on Condition that 
I defign'd nothing but what was honourable : 
And from that Hour we became as Brothers 
and faithful Friends, for he was already en 
gaged to a Lady in Paris, and I to my 
charming Clementine But, alas! we both 
received Orders to be gone to the Army. 

anuary was pait, and tho it was early in the 
fon to take the Field, our glorious Monarch 
had enured his Troops to bear hard Marches, 
and the Toils of War, and we muſt n 
T | "" ate!y 
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ately repair to our Commands, yet not with- 
out another fight of Clementine. We went 
ſtrait to the Convent, and were refus'd En- 
trance; he was permitted to go into a Room 
to her, in preſence of the Siſters z but I was 
lock d out. I was almoſt diſtracted, but forced 
to conceal it and keep ſilence. He teſtify'd 
his Diſſatisfaction to me when we return'd to 
Paris; but I reſolved to ſee her, let it coſt 
what it would, and did thus effect it. I had 
a Valet de Chambre whoſe Name was Gau- 
thier, the Perſon who occafion'd Monfieur des 
Ronais to have ſo much Jealouſy and Diſtur- 
bance, and I have him till! ; he could paint 
finely, he was faithful, and I truſted him; 
we rack'd our Brains for ſome Invention to 
procure me a fight of her; and at laſt agreed 
that I ſhould put on ſuch a Diſguiſe as render'd 
it impoſſible tor any body to know me. Ber- 

was to ſend his Siſter ſome Beoks ſhe had 
ak 'd for : I put on one of his Servant's Livery 
Coats, and my Valet de Chambre painted my 


Face with a certain Compoſition, which fo. 


changed my Features and Complexion, that I 
could not know my own Face in the Glaſs, I 
went to ſee her Brother, thus diſguiſed, with 
a Letter from my ſelf, defiring an Anſwer by 
the Bearer, having put on one of my own 
Servant's Liveries. He knew all my Domeſ- 
ticks, and ask'd me, ſeeing I was a Stranger, 
how long I had lived with Monfieur Je Terny? 
| could not forbear laughing, and ſo my Voice 
diſcover d me. He admired my Invention, 
and having himſelf an Amour with a marry'd 
Ladyin Paris, whoſe pong was very jea- 


lous, 


Ci * — 
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lous, and who had made ſome Diſcovery of 
their Intrigue a little before, he made uſe 
of the ſame Stratagem that very Day to ſee 
her, and often afterwards. At theſe words 
perceiving Madam 4e Contamine ſmile, La. 
Nies ſaid he, you think I romance; but up- 
on my Soul all I tell you is true. And noy 
fearing no Diſcovery, I ſet out for the Cop 
yent with Letters Monſieur de Bern 
to both his Siſters; in that to Clementine 
had incloſed one from my ſelf, to inform bet 
that I was the Bearer. She appear d much 
alter d, and ſo penſive and pale, that I could 
ſcarce hide my Concern 3 but her Siſter 

r'd as gay and ſprightly as if ſhe was FA 
Asen d for the World, and look d much fitter to 
make one in a Ball at Court, than to mutter 
Ave Maria's in a Convent; and I was, in the 
End, the fortunate Inſtrument of freeing her, 
as welt as my Wife. Tho ſhe at preſent hate 
me, yet ſhe is under a ſingular Obligation u 
me for that Service. I ſtaid not long; but 
was order'd to return for an Anſwer to the 
Letters in the Afternoon, and then I receiv'd 
ſuch a one as highly ſatisfy'd me. Clementine 
talk'd- to me in Terms her Siſter did not com 
prehend the meaning of; but Love had taught 
us to underſtand every Motion and Look of one 
another. I read her Letter ſo ſoon as I wi 
out of fight of the Convent; it was full of tht 
. moſt charming Aſſurances of her being ſeok 
ble of my Pains, and ready to ſhare my For 
tunes; and yet there was the moſt moving 
Reproaches on my leaving her: She concluc 
ed, that if I proved falſe, and return d 10 
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of bon to free her, ſhe would renounce the 
ſc World, and never hearken to any more Pro- 
ee poſals of Love. Bernay and I ſet out the 
h, Wl next Morning for the Army; we went together 
a- Wl to Fribourg, but there we parted: The 
Mareſchal de Turenne took me with him to 
Strasbhourg, and he was ſent away with a 
Detachment commanded by Monfieur 4e Du- 
ras, I ſhall not trouble you with the relation 
of this Campaign, which was one of the moſt 
ious this great Man ever made, whom we 

ve ſo lately loſt, and never can ceaſe to la- 
ment: We repulſed the Germans, and purſued 
them ; and when I thought I was near rejoin- 
inp my dear Friend e Barney, who was gone 
I learn'd the diſmal News that he 
ms kill'd three Days before my arrival, ina 
Skiemiſh near Oſembourg. This Loſs ſo much 
afflited me, t it would but renew 
Grief to continue the Subject. But I — 
News from Paris of a quite different nature: 
(Clementine writ me word that Madam de 
ner, her eldeſt Siſter, was dead; and that 
her Father had taken her home from the Con- 
rent, I regretted this Lady (tho my Enemy z) 
her cruel Father and brutal Husband had broke 
ber Heart, and I h that Monſieur Je Ver- 
wy would be touch d with her Death, and not 
conſtrain Clementine and his youngeſt Daugh- 
ter to marry againſt their Inclinations, fince 
they were all he had left, and now ſole Heireſ- 
Je of his great Fortune. I was tranſported to 
know that Clementine was no longer lock'd up 
den me, and had great reaſon to hope that 
nol ſhe would now be * his Conſent, _ 
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with this flattering View I haſted back to Pa. 
ris, and found her at ber Father's Houſe, who 
was very fick, but not with Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience ; but the Fatigue he had undergone 
to get part of his Daughter's Fortune out «f 
4Ornex's Hands, as had been agreed in caſe 
ſhe died without Iflue, for his Son-in-law and 
he were Men of the ſame Temper, and ſtrore 
with equal Fury to cheat one another : They 
were at Law, and it was the Diverfion of al 
that knew them, to hear the Trials between 
them. At laſt they ſo fell out, that they ac 
cuſed each other of Madam 4 Orneæ's Death; 
the Father-in-law recited all the ill Treatment 
he had given his Daughter, and ſhew'd hin 
in his true Colours, and pretended a mighty 
Concern. for her loſs. The Son was not be- 
hind-band with him; ſo that they fully ex 
poſed one another, and became Go Jell and 
yerfion of all their Friends and Neighboun, 
who at laſt brought them to an ement ; 
but de Bernay took it ſo to heart that he fel 
fick, and I was in hopes he would have dicd, 
nay I confeſs heartily wiſh'd it, but he re 
cover'd after ing his Bed four Months; 
during which I ſaw Clementine every Di 
without his knowledge, for he had forbid he 
either to ſee or ſpeak to me the Moment he 
heard of my return to Paris; having been 
before inform'd, as you know, what had 
paſs'd at the Convent. I know not what o- 
 cafion'd his Averſion to me, unleſs it was that 
he knew we loved one another; and had Cl: 


mentine hated me, I am poſitive he would = 
have conſented to our Marriage; but this | 


Was 
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was then a Stranger to; therefore I went to 
y him a Viſit on his Recovery, and was ver 
ry ill received ; yet that I attributed to his 
having been fick, and fancy'd he was onl 
fretful, and unfit'as yet for-Converſation : 
ſaw his Daughter allo with him, who to gain 
his fa vour waited on and condeſcended to the 
meaneſt Offices to oblige him, not only as his 
Child but as a Servant. His Behaviour en- 
raged me to the laſt degree; even in my pre- 
ſence he threw a Glaſs of Wine in her Face 
which ſhe brought him, and he had called 
for. I ſaid not long, but quitted the Cham- 
ber, unable to reſtrain my Paſſion at this 
Sight, and waited below in the Parlour till ſhe 
came to me, and here, being alone, we ſpake 
our Thoughts freely to each other. I ſaid all 
Love could ſuggeſt to comfort her ; ſhe wept, 
ind own'd ſhe thought, herſelf the moſt un- 
happy Creature breathing. We agreed on 
means to ſee one another every Day; all 
the Servants were ready to aſſiſt us, for none 
approved his brutiſh Conduct to their young 
Lady : There was not a Day paſt in which 
did not ſee her, and learn ſome new Extra- 
ragance of him ; yet ſhe always retain'd the 
Reipett due to a Father, for him. She grew 
at laſt ſo weary of his Uſage, that ſhe would 


gladly have return'd to her Convent had not 1 


oppos'd it. At length I prevail'd with her to 


1 to marry me without his Conſent, if 
c 


ould not obtain it ; in order to which I im- 
ploy all my Relations to intercede for me, 

much againſt their liking ; for they thought 
my Fortune and m—_ ſuperior to hers, and 


3 1 
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I had much ado to prevail with them to con- 
deſcend to ask him for her for a Wife for me, 
They were ſo confident of his.accepting the 
Offer, that they doubted not in the leaſt of 
my having her; but ſhe and I much fear d it 
would be otherwiſe. He anſwer'd, that he 
did not like me; and that I ſhould not have 
her. This rude reply was all they could ob- 
tain from him; and being preſs'd, he ſaid in 
a Fury, The Devil ſhould ſooner have her 
than me. This was but what we expected; 
ſo we reſolved to fly, and marry out of France, 
fince we could not do it in Paris ſecretly ; for 
I was then Captain of a Troop of Calviniſts 
and bred one my ſelf, yet that hinder'd not 
Clementine and her Brother, who both knew it, 
from loving me: and her Father had not this 
Pretext to make, as an Excuſe for his refuſing 
her to me, fince he believed me a zealous 
Catholick. | 

We deſign'd to go for England, where | 
ſhould, enjoy my Liberty, and be ected. 
I had a rich Hugonbt-Aunt who deſign'd me 
her Heir, and rho I was much inclin'd to be 2 
Catholick, yer the fear of diſobliging her made 
me ſilent ; her Fortune was very confiderable, 
and I depended on her Aſſiſtance in this Ex- 
gence ; for I had told her a Year before, that 
I had a Deſign of hindering a young Lady 
from being a Nun. She ſaid it was a very 
good, charitable Deed, and promiſed to aid 
me; ſhe abhor'd the Nuncries, and Vows of 
Chaſtiry were mortal Sins, in her Opinion 
ſhe had buried four Husbands, and tho ſhe 
was near threeſcore when the laſt died, ſhe 
wo 
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would have marry'd again had not the Mi- 
ch niſters and Antients of the Congregation hin- 
ed der d her. I writ to her, that I had now got- 
ten the young Lady's Conſent to go with me 
to England, and embrace the Reform'd Reli- 
gion, and beg'd her Help; and laid before 
her the Merit of ſuch a Deed in ſaving a Soul: 
ſa fine, I ſent a moſt canting Epiſtle, which 1 
am certain, had it come to her Hands, would 
have had the deſired Effect, and that ſhe 
would have rais'd all the Money ſhe was able 
and ſent me; but it arrived two Days after 
ſhe was dead ; and that good News came to 
mein a Packet, in two Days after my Letter 
went, for ſhe had left me all: And I was un- 
der a Neceſſity of going into the Country for 
ome time, to take Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate and 
ertle my Affairs. I acquainted my dear Ge- 
mentine with this good Sow and beg'd her 
w bear with her Father a little longer, till I re- 
um d with all the Money I could raiſe. And 
ww we alter'd our Deſign of going to Fng- . 
land, and reſolv'd to go to Avignon in the 
Pope's Territories, where I hoped to find Pro- 
hon and Friends, having er promi- 
ed to become a Catholick, which I according- 
_; for I went to a 2 
vent, to a Monk who had taken muc 

pains to convert me, and made my Renunciati- 
a: and thus I ſatisfyd my Conſcience and 
my Miſtreſs. After which we conſider'd of a 

ay to hear from one another during my Ab- 
lence : Clementine had been long acquainted 
wth Madam 4u Puis, for they had been 
fealioners. together in the Convent, and dear 

| G 4 Friends. 
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Friends. She truſted her with our Secret, 
and defired her to receive all my Letters, 
which I agreed to write by the Name of Gan- 
thier ; 4 the Anſwers were to be directed 
by Madam du Puis in the ſame Name, for 
fear of Monſieur 4e Bernay's diſcovering our 
Converſe by any Intelligence at the Poſt houſe. 
This unlucky Stratagem occafion'd the Rup- 
ture between you and Madam du Puis; 10 
clear whoſe Innocence I have brought the Let- 
ter which Clementine writ to me, to which J 
ſent the Anſwer which you unfortunately found 
at Madam au Puis. Monſieur Je Ronais 
roſe, and embracing his Miſtreſs, beg'd Par: 
don for his paſt Treatment. But Monſieur 
ge Terny bid him keep filence, and hearkento 
the Story. Things thus order'd, ſaid he, | 
-took leave of Clementine and went poſt for 
Grenoble, At my arrival my Relations were 
amazed to find that I was become a zealous 
Catholick, and no longer a rigid Hygondt : 
They willingly aſſiſted me to diſpatch my Af- 
fairs, and in this Time I received this Letter 
from Clementine, which you, Monſieur, ſhall 
read to the Company, ſaid he, giving it to 
des Ronais. He read theſe Words. 


The LETTER. 


17 Orten T promiſed you to endure my Father's 
cruel Treatment till your return; but ever 
ſince you left Paris, which is now tro Months, 
Lie has been teu times worſe than ever: Yui 
are no Stranger to his Ways, but now they 
exceed all you can imagine; he before _ 
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like 4 Slave, the which for your Sake I pa- 
tiently ſubmitted to; but now he has raiſed a 
ew Perſecution againſt us, and commanad-d 

in three Days time to marry a Man whom 
. has choſen for me, a brutal Officer, who at 
firſt ask d him for me with no other View but 
my Fortune; but ſeeing me, is fallen in 
love, which has redoubled my Perſecution :: 
He is a Man z Quality, but no polite. or awell- 


bres Man; for tho I freely told him at firſt. 
that I was pre-engaged, and beg'd him to 
aue me, yet be Perles in his fulſome Ad- 
dreſſes, and I was two Days conſin d to my 
Chamber, to force me to ſigu the Contract; 
but I vas reſolved rather to die, than break 
my Faith with you; ſo my Father's Gentle- 
man took pity on me, and aſſiſted me to male 
my Eſcape. I paſt two Nights with Madam: 
du Puis, by <vboſe means I am at laſt got into 
Convent, out of my Father's knowledge. 1 
laue changed my Name, and no body. does: 
kuow who I am, make haſte to deliver me: 
Dire your Letter to Madam du Puis; but 
rather bring the Anſwer to this your ſelf, in: 
Perſon. Put your Letter in no Cover, nor” 
mention my Name in any part of it, for ſhe 
will know who "tis for by the Hand. I wait 
your arrival, to throw my ſelf into your Arms: 
4 4 ſure Mylum; aud my Father's Cruelty: 
tome ſhall be my. juſt Excuſe, before Ged, ſor: 
whatever my Deſpair makes me do, and dif- 
penſe me from asking his Conſtnt, or conſult-- 
ms bim. in my Affairs : I ſhall no longer re- 
elt him as a Fatber, but as a rant. 


Would Heaven deprive me of you, aud pre 
* l denn 
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vent our Meeting, I am determin'd to die in 
this Convent, and never ſte the World again. 
Adieu. LZove will, I doubt not, lend you 


Wings, to fly to the Relief of 0 
| Your AﬀeRionate, Diſtreſſed 
CLEMENTINE. 


On the Receipt of this Letter, 2 de 
Terny, I return'd with all poſſible ſpeed to 
Paris, and alighted at my Lodging. De 
Bernay, who knew not where his Daughter 
was, and concluded that I was privy to her 
Flight, had ſet many Spies to watch my Ar- 
rival, and dog me. The firſt Place I went to 
was to Mademoiſelle 4u Pris, whom 1 found 
in Tears, by reaſon of the fatal Miſtake my 
Letters had occafion'd between her and you, 
Monfieur es Ronais; and ſhe, related all the 
Story to me ; at which I was extremely af- 
flicted, and defirous to diſabufe you; but you 
were gone from Paris, and I writ a Letter to 


ou to. Grenoble, but it never came to your 


Lands; but was return'd tb me, no body be- 
ing able to get any Intelligence of you; and 1 
could never meet with you fince, becauſe | 
ftaid not long in Paris; and it is but three 
Days fince my Wife and I return'd hither. 
Madam du Puis having told me the Convent 
to which Clementine was retired, I went di- 
xeAly thither, and found her more firm in her 
Reſolutions than I could have expected: We, 
that Hour, fix'd on the next Day ro depart 
thence together ; and, had I not uſed this 
Frecaution of going firſt ta Madam An * 
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I had certainly been ſeiz'd, and accuſed of a 
Rape in ſtealing Clementine, and proſecuted: 
for it; but Fatg directed me for the beſt, and 
we were afterwards marry'd in her Father's: 
preſence, tho againſt bis Conſent, and he is 
not yet friends with me. This was fix whole 
Months after my Arrival, for we met with a 
great Shock by the way: I am indeed glad 
2 he now lets us live in quiet, and am 
teady to be reconcild if he was willing 5 
nay, we would willingly make the firſt Ad- 
vances to procure it; but, according to all Ap- 
e, we ſhall have no Juſtice from him 
üll he dies, for he will give us nothing till 
Death forces him to make up his Accounts im 
the other World; and perhaps he will take 
care to leave his Fortune ſo intangled, that we 
mall be plagued with Law - ſuits and innume- 
table Troubles, before we ſhall obtain our 
Right. But to the Story: He was inform'd 
by his Spies who. dog'd me, what Convent: 
his Daughter was in, and went himſelf thi- 
ther the next Morning, and made Uſe of my 
Name to gain Admittance to her. I leave 
you to imagine her Surprize when ſhe ſaw him 
thro' the Grates. She ſaid not a Word, but 
immediately retired ; which gave him an O 
portunity to ſay all he defired to the Abbels,. 
whom he threatned horribly, if the ſuffer'd 
Clementine to go out of the Convent. In this. 
critical Minute I arrived in a Coach to fetch. 
ber; but found the Scene quite chang'd; and: he: 
and I beheld each other with equal diſlike, as 
ou may ſuppoſe ; and had he been of my own: 
ears,, no. doubt but our. Diſpute had — 
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the Sword. I treated him as he deſerved, 
and he abuſed me handſomly ; inſomuch that 
I was going to ſtrike him with my Cane, 
which my Footman wifely prevented, and gave 
me a Moment's time to think ; on which, re- 

enting my raſhneſs, I turn'd my Back upon 
him, and going into the Coach return d to my 
own Houſe ; he likewiſe went home to his. 
I was preſently inform'd that he had ende+ 
vour'd to get out a Proceſs __ me for a 
Rape, but the Court had refuſed it; ſo he 
reſolved to make uſe of his pretended Son-in- 
law, to be reveng'd on me ; in which he had 
very ill Succeſs. I went the next Day to 
vifit Madam au Puis, and to acquaint her 
with our Misfortune, ſtriving to comfort her in 
hers, which I had unhappily occaſion d. We 
lamented one another, and ſhe gave me a 
Letter from Clementine, whom 1 could not 
now get a Sight of, and here it is, and I will 
read it to the Company. 


My dear Lover, 


D? you. not ſtand amazed at our Misfor- 
tunes? You had doubtleſs been a baply 
Man, had you not been atrach'd to me; 1 
bring ill luck on all that would ſave me. 
Tam more ſtrictly guarded in this Place, to 
' eohich IT retired for a Shelter, than if I were 
a State-Priſoner, and in a Goal ; yet they 
perm1is me to write to you, on Condition that 
attempt not to get out of the Convent. 
You ball hear from me always by Madam du 
Puis's means, beg her to continue her Good- 
neſs towards us, tho I ſtarce dare to ask it 

| Foy longer, 
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longer, and am almoſt diſtratted when I re- 
ſecl what my Frienaſbip has already coſt her. 
Jam afſur'd by the Abbeſs and Nuns, that my 
Father ſhall not take me home, and that J 
Gall ſtay here in ſpight of him : But, alas! 
my Purſe is quite empty d, and therefore as 
you value my Safety, fail not to Pay my Pen- 
ſion, to engage the Convent to protect me, ſo that 
they may not trouble my Father for any thing, 


be conſtant and IT will bravely ſupport all Fats 


can inſtict upon me. Write often to me, that, 
ſince I cannot ſee you, I may have the Comfort 
knowing that you are well, and that you 


et not your 
| CLEMENTINE: 


I writ an Anſwer immediately, and ſent her 
more Money than ſhe had occafion for at that 
time, but not enough for ſomething that hap- 
pen'd —— after. And now I reſolved to 
wait patiently till her Father's Death, or her 
being of Age gave me a Means to marry her 

blickly 5 and thought no more of gettin 
ber away either by Force or Fraud, which 1 
thought now impraQicab'e : Sol reſolved to 
purchaſe a Place at Court, ſuch a one as I am 
now going to have, and treated about it. I 
believe | have already told you, that 4e Ver- 
nay delighted only in Miſchief, and took plea- 
fure in 2 Quarrels. The Son- in-la w 
that he had made choice of was really a bra ve 
Man, and an Officer who had behaved him- 
ſelf handſomly in the Army, where he had 


acquir'd ſome Honour, but no Riches. De 


Bernay's Fortune would have done him no 
all Kindneſs, to have rais'd his ruin'd 5 
muy 3 
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mily ; this, and Clementine's Beauty, were 
Arong Motives to charm him, and he was fu- 
rioully vex'd at his Diſappointment ; he kney 
me only by report, yet mortally hated me for 
being the Cauſeof it. De Bernay had repro- 
ſented me as an inſignificant worthleſs Fellow, 
who durſt not fight. This puff d up my Ri- 
val, who thought to bully me out of my Miſ- 
treſs; and I being eaſy to be found, he making 
Inquiry, ſoon met with me, and ſpoke to me 
in publick, before a great deal of Company, 
with ſuch a terrible look as would have trighted 
ſome People. Sir, ſaid he, are you willing 
that you and I ſhould walk alone into ſome 
more private Place? I was very glad that be 
explain'd himſelf in ſuch good Company, and Wl | 
der mare him coldly : That I had ſome Buſi- 
neſs of conſequence that required my Preſence 
in France, and therefore would run no Riſk to 
oblige me to leave it, or loſe my Head on a 
Scaffold This confirm'd what 4e Bernay had 
ſaid to him of me, on which he began 10 
hector and rage ſo long, that he forgot all 
good Manners, and abuſed me groſly, which 
was what I defired, hoping he wou'd draw 
upon me before the Company; ſo I cally 
told him : Sir, I defire you would give me n0 
farther Diſturbance, but be gone whilſt tis 
well ; for if we grow both angry, one of us 
will repent it. This made all the Company 
fmile, which more inraged my Rival, who 
ſnatching out his Sword ran me into the Arm 
before I could draw mine; but I ſoon return'd 
it, and in ſpight of thoſe that endeavour'd to part 
us, I ran him thro the Body in two _ 
"hen 
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Then I began to think of my own Safety. : 
He was a Man of a good Family, and tho 1 
had good Witneſs of what paſt, yet it was 
— I ſhould quit Paris, till my Friends 
had made it fafe for me to return. I re- 
treated to a Friend's, where I ſtaĩd no longer 
than whiltt I writ a ſhort Letter to Clementine, 
which coſt her a Fit of Sickneſs ; an Account 
of which I received whilſt I was in England, 
tw which I fled from Calais where I took ſhip» 
| And now I concluded that Clementine 
would meet with no more Vexation from her 
Father, fince I was gone; but I was miſtaken, 
for he could nor live without doing Miſchief, 
I faid not long in England, but went to Hol- 
land, being defirous to fee that Country and. 
Flanders ; from thence I writ to Clementine. 
and my Friends at Paris, and ſoon receiv'd 
Anſwers to my Satisfaction, as to my Affair 
concerning my Rival's Death ; on which I re- 
turn'd thither, and received my Pardon; but 
could not get a Sight of Clementine, who by a 
Letter — me her Father was grown very 
civil ſince my Abſence, and came often to ſee 
her, and talk'd no more of any Propoſals of a 
Husband ; yet would not hear her when ſhe 
Fd him to confirm our Union: And that 
he beg'd me to return to Englauũ for a- while. 
L obey'd, and was three Months without re- 
ceiving any News from her, which ſo diſ- 
rated me, that I was on the point of re- 
turning to France ; when a Man in a poor 
Habit, who had come Poſt, arrived with a 
Letter from her ; the Contents of which in- 
ftorm'd me, That ſoon after my Departure 


from 
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from Paris, her Father had taken her younger 
Siſter Serepia out of the Convent, in which 
he had always kept her, and having reſolved 
to give her all his Fortune, had provided a 
reat Match for her. She was no Beauty, 

t had a tolerable Shape and very agreeable 
Mein; but her Humour was ſo like her Fa- 
ther's, that France could not ſhew a greater 
Devil in Female Shape: She was a gzeat Hy 
pcrite, and as covetous as a Jew. Du Ber. 
nay conceal'd all his Deſigns from Clementine, 
feem'd mighty kind te her, and ſecretly made 
large Offers to the Siſterhood of the Convent, 
if they could perſuade her to be. a Nun ; and 
the Sum he offer d was ſufficient to ingage the 
good pious Society to try the utmoſt of their 
Skill, to make her put on the Habit, and re- 
nounce me and the World: Thoſe that are 
devoted to the Church, ſeldom let any thing 
they can get 5 or Fraud, flip out of 
their Hands. that ſhe was teaz d inceſ- 
ſantly on every Hand, both by them and her 
Father, and Siſter, whoſe Marriage depended 
on her being profeſſed. The poor Nun who. 
managed our Correſpondence of Letters was 
diſcover'd, and kept a Priſoner in her Cham- 
ber; and this they manag'd fo cunningly, that 
Clementine did not know what was become of 
her : But being told, that ſhe- was ſent to an- 
ether Convent by her Father's Order, believed. 
it, Madam 4#u Puis try'd in vain to ſpeak to 
her; all Acceſs was deny d. Thus poor Cle- 
mentine was left deſtitute of Friends and Com- 
fort ; her Confeſſor perſecuted her Night and 


Day to conſent ;.nay they proceeded to be ſo 
wicked. 


3 
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land. At laſt they drew up a Petition to the 
Archbiſhop in her Name, to deſire his leave 
to be profeſs'd in three Months time; declaring 
that ſhe was ready and defirous to be a Nun, 
and was moved thereto by a ſecret Call from 
Heaven, with a long Train of pious Fall- 
hoods. This Paper they try'd to force her to 
fign, which ſo frighten'd her that ſhe reſolv'd 
on the Means which procur'd our Happineſs : 
dhe ſeem'd ar laſt inclin'd to yield, but pretended 
ſhe had borrow'd a great Sum of Money, 
three hundred Loui sd urs, of ſome particular 
Perſons whom ſhe would not declare, and'that 
ſhe would never fign the Writing unleſs ſhe 
had that Sum given her to pay her Debts, and 
Leave to ſend ſome Perſon of her own . 
w carry the Money to her Creditors; and 
ſhe iſed that on this Condition, ſhe 
would ſet her Hand to the Paper ten Days 
iter the receipt of the Money. Her Father, 
knowing that ſhe was not to be moved from 
her Reſolutions, at laſt complied and gave 
her the Money, not imagining it was poſſible 
that ſhe ſhould ſend to me, and I come from 
England fo ſoon as to prevent her ruin; but 
Fate had otherwiſe decreed. | | 
There was in the Convent a Siſter who was 
a Convert, and appear d to Clementine to have 
no more Inclination for that Life than herſelf: 
To this young Woman ſhe diſclos'd her 
Thoughts, and Þ 
ring to aſſiſt her that ſhe prevail'd ; nay ſhe 
c to give her ſuch à Sum of Gold as 
d procure her a good Husband, Soy 


wicked as to aſſure her I was marry'd in Eng- - 


llicited her in Terms ſo mo- 
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ſhe would venture with her into the World, 
This Offer, with the Sight of a hundred 
Piſtoles, ſo charm'd the Maid that ſhe pro- 
teſted ſhe would ſerve Clementine in all things 
that layin her power. And ſhe told her, that 
if ſhe could get a Letter convey'd to my 
Hands, it was all ſhe ask d. This Maid had 
a Brother who was a Tradeſman in Paris, 
him ſhe ſent ſor immediately; and told him, 
he might make his Fortune if he would carry 
a Letter to England, to the Perſon to whom 
it was directed, and bring back the Anſwer in 
ſuch a number of Days wy mee ſeconded 
his Siſter's Perſuaſions with the Sight of a 
hundred ſhining Louis: d ors, on which he un- 
dertook the Buſineſs. And ha ding received 
the Letter and Money, (having Directions to 
my Relations, where I refided in England, 
whom he would be ſure to know where 

-L was, if gone thence, and being; order'd to 
follow me to whatever Place I was retired) he 
took leave, and ſet out for Calais that very 
Day; and, by good Fortune, he had been a 
rgeant under my Command, and gladly flew 
to ſerve me; ſo he made all the ſpeed imagi- 
nable, and. happily found me at my Kinſ- 
man's. There needed no more but the Let- 
ter he brought me to make me quit Eng- 
land, without delaying one Moment to take 
leave of any Body. e tender Expreſſions in 
which my Charmer aſſur d me of her Aﬀedti- 
on and Diſtreſs, made me lay aſide all other 
Confiderations : There was but few Days re- 
maining of the Time ſhe had allow'd her, to 


delay making the fatal Vows that muſt have 
| undone 
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Joy and Surprize; at laſt ſhe bleſs'd me with 
er charming Voice, and I leave you all to 


imagine the tender things we then ſaid and 


thought, yet -our Converſation was chaſte as 
Angels ; and the Maid never left the Room, 
tho Je Bernay has been ſo baſe as to repor 
that we profaned the Convent, and in that 
harmleſs — committed a Crime our Souls 
abhor'd. It was no momentary Pleaſure I 
ſought for in her, but a laſting Happineſs, au- 
thoriz'd by the ſacred tye of Marriage; we 
thought only of Meaſures to attain that ho- 
nourable honeſt End, and reſolved on what we 
executed the next Day. So I went out of the 
Convent, fully determin'd to take her away in 
ſpight of all Reſiſtance, even before her Fa- 
ther, Siſter, and her Lover's Face, and in 
Preſence of all the Nuns, Prieſts, and SpeQa- 
tors ; nay- I- would have taken her with me 
then, could I have prevail'd with our Confi- 
dant, but ſhe beg'd me to defer it to the next 
Day, and on reflection, I thought it beſt that 
Clementine ſhould give herſelt to me in the 
Face of the World, to avoid the Troubles her 
baſe Father might put me to, if I ſhould take 
her away in ſecret. So ſoon as I reach'd the 
Inn [ remounted my Horſe, and went with all 
ſpeed to Monfieur the Duke Je Lutry's, to 
whom I have the Honour to be related; it 
was five 1 yet I got there by two 
a-clock in the Morning, and had the Honour 
to be admitted to his Bed-fide at that unſea- 
fonable Hour, where he receiv'd me very 
kindly. I acquainted him with my whole 
Defign, and beg'd his Aſſiſtance and Protection, 


which 
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which he readily nted me miſin 
to meet me at the .. the „ 
with ſuch of his Friends as he knew would 
be able to —— me, 8 — oy was any 
Scuffle or tion; and he accordingly was 
there at W before me, ſeemin — —— 
there to ſee the Ceremony. I reſted not here, 
but having obtain'd this Promiſe from him, 
took leave and return'd to Paris, which I 
reach'd by day-break ; there I ur'd a 
Coach and eight good Horſes, with a Coach- 
man and Poſtillion in whom I could confide, 
with ſeveral of myFriends, whoſe Bravery and 
Friendſhip I was well acquainted withal, who 
ſwore they would ſerve me in any thing I de- 
fired with their Lives and Fortunes: I con- 
ducted them to the place where the Coach 
was, and there furniſh'd them with Horſes. 
And thus I ſet out for the Convent, and they 
follow'd me with ſuch Willingneſs and Reſo- 
lution, that it ſeem'd to preſage the good Suc- 

eße of our Enterprize. 
We took a By-Road for fear of diſcovery, 
and ſtopt at a Village about a Quarter of a 
Mile ſhort of the Convent : It was but' eight 
clock in the Morning when we got to this 
Place, and therefore you may imagine I loſt no 
time: I was ſo tir'd and fatigu'd that I could 
hardly ſtand on my Legs, but Love and Re- 
ſolution ſupported me. We quitted our Horſes 
at an Inn, where we reſolved to conceal our- 
ſelves and them, till the Hour of executing 
our Deſign was come, which was not till after 
twelve at Noon, and in the mean time break- 
laſted merrily. I had ſent Gaut hier, my 
Gentle- 
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Gentleman, to the Convent before, in order to 


his giving notice when it was time for me 
and my Friends to appear; he was fo well 
diſguiſed that che Devil himſelf would have 
took him for another if he had met him, for 


he was dreſs'd like a Boggar, in the pooreſt 
Rags, and his Face full of Plaiſters, one of which 
cover'd one of his Eyes: I had eight Friends 
likewiſe, who being well arm'd under their 
Coats, mix'd themſelves in the Croud in the 
Church, in order to ſecure Clementine from 
being drag'd back into the Convent, out of it, 
in caſe there ſhould be any Tumult on my 
appearing. The reſt of my Friends, about 
oon, went from me, and placed themſelves 
near the Gates of the Convent, to ſecure our 
Paſſage out; determin'd to oppoſe all that op- 
poſed us. ; 

Things being thus diſpoſed, I ſoon follow d 
with the Coach, and their Horſes, and ſtopt 
in fight of the Convent : Gauthier fail'd not 
to come out and give me the Sign, ſo ſoon as my 
Miſtreſs was enter d the Chapel, on which the 
Coach drew up to the Gate, which my Friends 
immediately ſeiz'd, and mounting their Horſes 
ſuffer'd none to enter after me. Alighting, [ 
ruſh'd into the Chapel booted — ſpur d, 
dirty as a Poſt- boy, having never ſhifted my 
Clathes ſince I left England, my Beard was 
eight Days old, my Ramilly'd-Wigg uncomb'd 
ſuited the reſt of my unpoliſh'd Figure, to 
give a Grace to which I had a long Whip in 
my Hand : Clementine, who had been ob- 
ſerved to look very fad and penſive beforc, 
look'd up as I enter'd the Church, hearing - 
| | - Noile 
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Noiſe at the Gate, chang'd Colour and look'd 
leas'd ; her Father turning his Head to ſee 
who enter'd, ſaw and knew me, and found too 
late that the Ceremony would not end fo 
quietly as it bad began, fince I, whom he had 
not invited, had made my ſelf his Gueſt, 
but it was now too late to prevent it; beſides 
his Daughter and I had took Meaſures to 
hinder him from delaying our Happineſs any 
longer, and ſhe was reſolved to declare her- 
ſelt in the Face of the Afembly, if reduced 
toit. I made way thro' the Crowd up to the 
Altar, next which the Duke e Lutry had i | 
himſelf, as being neareſt Clementine, 1 
there being only a little ſpace empty, in the 1 k 
midſt of which ſhe ſtood ; he did me the Ho- 481 
nour to embrace and ſalute me, as if he had | 7% 
not ſeen me a long time paſt, and placed me 7. 
by him, next my Miſtreſs. I kneel'4 "down ww 
for ſome Moments, and riſing made a pro- i 
found Bow to the fair Votary, who did not fo 3308 
much as lift up her Eyes or ſeem diforder'd ; [ 
but the Vermillion in her bluſhing Cheeks, 
and à certain Air of Satisfaction that ſeem'd 
to oyerſpread 'her Face, ſo well diſcover'd her 
Thoughts, that the Duke whiſper'd in my 1 
Ear, Your Miſtreſs did not look ſo ſome Mi- 1 


r 


y nutes ago ; ſhe doubtleſs accuſed you of Neg- 1 
1 Wl ligence and want of Reſolution, that you came | 
dt to her Relief; the poor Lady was on the 


| 
ro Nack of Expectation. I ſmil'd; on which 1 
in N Bernay, whoſe Eyes were fix'd on me, = 
h- redden'd, and I perceiv'd he was ready to 1 
e, MW burſt with Rage: The Ceremony went on, 1 | 
1c Waiting with utmoſt impatience for _ 
wel- 
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welcome Queſtion from thePrieſt to Clementine, 
What do you deſire? To which ſhe anſwer's 
with great Reſolution, as we had agreed, 
T demand nothing but Monſieur the Count de 
Terny for my Husbana, 1 he is willing to 
accept me for his Wife, Then ſhe ran into m 

Arms, in which I claſp'd her faſt ; whilſt the 
Duke and my Friends ſurrounded us, and his 
Servants kept off the Crowd. Du Bern, 
with his future Son- in- law, Daughter, and all 
the whole Aſſembly, were extremely fur- 
priz'd ; the Nuus and Clergy ſeem'd ſcands- 
Nad and amaz d, and ſuch a Murmur ran 
thro' all the Chapel, as was "oy unſeemly in 
ſo holy a Place, and whilſt the bleſſed Sacrs 
ment was exp-»ſed on the Altar. I had no 

received Clementine into my Arms, kiſs'd and 
embraced WY Ar! of the r Con- 

ation: e Prieſt who was rm 

A Bervice, was ſo aſtoniſh'd . ſtood 

filent, and could not utter a word more ; he 

ſtared upon us with open Mouth, and ſtood 

motionleſs like a Statue, making ſuch a Figure 
as would doubtleſs have provok'd me to 
Laughter at another time; but I had ſome 
| thing of more Conſequence to think of at this 
Juncture. 

So ſoon as I could be heard, the Noiſe a- 
bating, I addreſs'd my ſelf to Je Bernay with 
a loud Voice, that all might hear me, and | 
had no ſooner pronounced a word but ther 
was a general Silence: Sir, ſai4 J, God wil 
accept no Sacrifices but what are offer d wich 
a willing Heart, and voluntarily; and you here 
profane his ſacred Preſence, by ſacrilegioully Sir 

h * 1 torci . TE, 
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forcing your Child to profeſs herſelf devoted to 
a religious Life and to renounce the World, 
whilſt her plighted Faith and Inclination have 
made her my Wite, and deprived her of the 
Power of being any thing but what I pleaſe : 
That Providence, who knows the Secrets of 
wur Soul and all our Thoughts, has this Day 
prevented you from fo wicked a Crime, and 
Lin require a ſtrict Repentance at your Hands 
br what you have done againſt your Child and 
me. Here in your Preſence I declare, That I 
accept of your 70 for my Wife, and in 
the Preſence of God I take her for ſuch, be- 
fore this auguſt Aſſembly: Do you, Madam, 
accept of me for your Husband? Yes, an- 
fwer's Clementine aloud, I do, Then thus 
[ wed you, ſaid J, putting @ Ring on her Fin- 
ger and again embracing ber: You ſee, Sir, 
ſaid Ito her Father, that I am your Daughter's 
Choice, and that I uſe neither Force or Fraud 
to gain her, nor can you plead any thing a- 
gainſt me: You cannot deny but ſhe is now of 
ige to diſpoſe of herſelf, ſince you gave Con- 
ſent that ſhe ſhould do it in another State of 
Life : I am of a Family whoſe Alliance is an 
Honour to you; I ask no Fortune with her, 
ſhe has ſo much obliged me in thus generouſly 
ung herſelf to me, that I regard not what 
ith ele ſhe brings, yet what her Mother brought 
d Mads her duc we ſhall expect; and when God 
alls you hence, if you expect a good Portion 
n the other Life, you muſt take care not to 
Wong . your Child of what is her Birth: right 
here. Then addrefling my ſelf to the Prieſt ; 
ir, ſaid J, will you do 7 the Favour to marry 
8 . | us? 
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us? *twill oblige us; if not, ſpeak and we 
Mall go to perform that Duty elſewhere. He 
civilly declined it, fearing the Cummunity', 
Diſpleaſure, as I ſuppoſe. Then I bid Cle 
anentine take leave of her Father and the 
Company, which he did with a profound Re- 
-verence, I muſt now ſalute and wiſh your 
Bride Joy, ſaid the Duke. Do and welcome, 
my Lord, ſaid J. So he kiſs'd her, and 
whiſper'd in her Ear: Fear nothing, Madan, 
all is ſecured; follow him without heſitation, 
J led her out, and ſhe paſs'd thro' the Croud 
with ſo-much Courage and Modeſty, that it 
added a Luſtre to her Beauty, nay, not only! 
but all admired and prais'd her, and my Sou 
was doubly inflamed with Love and Grati 
tude : Our Friends fo ſecured the Way, that 
we went unmoleſted to the Coach, into which 
we enter'd with the faithful Confidant of our 
Amours, the witty Agnes, who had eſcaped 
out of the Convent during the Diſorder, and 
waited for us there, Our Friends within te- 
-main'd, to keep the Gate ſhut that note 
might get out to ue us. Some of my 
Friends that waited on Horſeback, to guard 
the Coach, accompany'd us to Tutry, the 
Duke's Seat, to which we went full ſpeed; 
and the Minute I arrived there, Clementint 
and I retired into a Chamber which was 8 
pared for us, and there the Duke's Chaplain 
marry' d us in the Preſence of Agnes and my 
Friends, to prevent farther Misfortunes, and 
ſecure my Happineſs. Aſter which my Friend 
and all withdrew, to publiſh it to the Fami) 
and Neighbourhood, and left me alone * 

- 


SESSEE SSS grass e 


— 


of 


French LOVERS. 147 


the charming Clementine, whom J palaces 
to lay afide her diſmal monaſtick Dreſs, and 


commit herſelf to my Arms. Some Hours 
after which I dreſs'd and went to the Com- 
y, and left her to have new Habit put on 
[the Ladies of the Duke's Family, on 
this Occaſion had repair'd to the Caſtle, to 
perform the Civility, the Duke had as then 
no Lady. to perform. Whilſt we employ'd 
our time thus agreeably at Lutry, the Duke 
and ſome other conſiderable Perſons, my 
Friends, — in the Church, 99 

ing to a Bernay's Fury, who breath 
bas Revenge ; bez a> af was fain to 
be quiet, whilſt the Company eat the Banquet 
r'd for the Ceremony, which now ſerv'd 
Clementine's Marriage-teaft, tho ſhe was 
not at the Table. After which, all departed 
ſeemingly pleaſed, except the Abbeſs and So- 
ciety, who doubtleſs were extremely vext at 
the loſs of Clementine's Fortune ; the Duke 
and our Friends came to Lutry immediately 
after, and we ſpent fifteen Days there very 
pleaſantly, during which I provided all things 
neceffary for my Wife to appear handſomly at 
Paris, whither I brought her with a Coach 
and Equipage ſuiting my Fortune, and the 
Affection + oli for her. I ſent twice to my 
ood Father - in- law whilſt I was at Lutry, to 
his Permiſſion to admit us to pay our 
Duty to him; but he refuſed it then. I 
carry d her into Provence to a ſmall Eſtate I 
have there, from whence we arrived but two 
Days fince, in order to my taking Poſſeſſion 
of an Employment =_ Friends have procured 
2 me, 
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me. This, Madam, ſaid he, ſpeaking to Ala. 
dam de Contamine, is the Hiſtory of my dear 
Clementine's Adventures and mine, which you 
were ſo defirous to know: For what is paſt 
ſince our Marriage, you muſt ask her if ſhe 
repents. Were ſhe here I would not ſay what! 
am going, which is, that I have found a thou- 
ſand new Charms in her fince I poſſeſs d her, 
and that ſhe is all I could wiſh ; and I am 
Kill as paſſionate a Lover, and ſhe the charm. 
ing Fair that fweetens all my Hours of Life; 
1 ſhould be glad if her Father would act like 
one, and be reconcil'd; but am no way 
uneaſy if he won't: If he leaves us any thing 
at his Death, I won't refuſe it ; if not, the 
worſt will be his own, my Wife's Merit and 
Love is Fortune enough. Ah! why don't you 
ſay all theſe kind things in my hearing? /aid 
ſhe, | who ſtood behind him, clapping her Hani 
on his Eyes and kiſſing him: Are you fo near! 
ſaid he; alas! you know I difſemble, and 
don't think ſo well of you; tis in hopes you! 
die before me, and that theſe Ladies will te- 
commend me to ſome great Fortune for a {c- 
cond Wife. This occafion'd ſome pleaſant 
Raillery amongſt the Company, and it grov- 
ing late, Monſieur and Madam de Terny be 
ing oblig'd to ſup at Verſailles, took leave d 
the Company and went away. 


Really, ſaid Madam de Contamine 1e 
they were gone, mutual Conſtancy in Loven 
is very laudable, and ever triumphs over all 
Obſtacles when it has Reaſon and Vertue fot 
its Baſis. You know that by Experience, 


dam, 
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Madam, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, who juſt en- 
tered the Room, having been abſent during 
their Diſcourſe. A propos, ſaid des Ronais, 
one of my Servants brought me word, Mon- 
fieur des Frans, that Monfieur 4e Zeffy has 
been at my Houſe to look for you; you pro- 
miſed Monſieur 4u Puis and me, an Account 
of his Adventures, and. wiſh'd that Madam 
de Mongey might be preſent, and fince ſhe is 
not here, we ſhall be very glad to hear it. 
Ve cannot have a fitter Opportunity, /ai4 du 
Puis, it will entertain us ill Supper,, and Ma- 
dam de Contamine ſhall have the pleaſure to 


hear it. With all my Heart, ſaid that Lady, 


Monfieur Je Contamine will not return till tis 
late, from Madam 4e Cologny and my Mother- 
in-law, who is at her Country Houſe, and I am 
not wanted at home till Supper. If that's all, 
ſaid du Puis, I'll prevent that Trouble, for I 
order'd my Couſin to invite you all to Dinner 
on Monfieur des Ronais's Account, and now 
I'll invite you all to Supper on my own, and 
ſend to let Monſieur de Contamine know where 
are: Madam e Mongey ſhall ſtay and 

ie with my Couſin. Yes, I'll keep her, {aid 
the charming du Puis. Since all the Company 
are ſecured, and at leaſure to hear it, ſaid du 
Frans, I ſhall gratify your Deſires : But 
beark ye, Friend, ſaid he to Monſicur Au Pris, 
this entertaining us will coſt you ſome Uneaſi- 
neſs ; won't Madam de Londe be 4diſpleas'd 
that you paſs a whole Day without paying her 
Nit! Don't let that trouble you, /ai4 
be, you will ſee her to Night, for ſhe is now 
with my Mother in her Chamber. Ah! 
H 3 ſaid 
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ſaid Madam de Contamine, we are not obli. 
ged to you for the Treat or your Compa- 
ny, both are procured by your Miſtreſs 
being here. No, Madam, ſaid he, my Mo- 
ther ſhall treat you all; and my Mittreſ 
is come to oblige me with entertaining my 
generous Friends, who do us the Honour of 
accepting what we offer: I am to be mar 
ried in a few Days, and then ſhe ſhall in- 
vite you herſelf; and to prevent Supper be- 
ing too late, pray Monſieur 4e Frans begin 
your Narrative, 


The 
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The Conſtant Lovers: Mon eur 
de Jus s 1s and Madam de 
FEN OUILS Hiſtory. 


E=t Obey your Commands, /ai4 des 
| : ns bis before I enter on 
Monſieur de Fufſy's Hiſtory, 
which he himſelf related to me, 
| tis neceflary that I inform you 
TO] how our Acquaintance began: 
Two Years ago I met him in Portugal, there 
our Friendſhip commenced, and we have ne- 
ver been aſunder fince till two Days ago, which 
are paſt fince his Marriage. At our landing 
at Rochel he took a Certificate of the Day an 
Hour of his arrival in France from the N 
nour of the Place; from thence all the way to 
Paris we lay at what Places he thought fit, 
and ſtaid for Letters, which he received at 
the Places we inn d at, one every Night all the 
way on the Road till we came near Paris: 
The Reaſons of all this I was then a Stran- 
ger to, and my Curiofity was great to know 
e meaning of this myſterious Conduct of his; 
but I forbore to aſk him any 4 not 
thinking it proper to dive farther into my 
Friend's Secrets than he thought fit ; but the 
| H 4 Day 
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Day before he enter'd Paris he acquainted me 
with all, and fully ſatisfy'd my Curiofity : We | 
arrived at ZBourg la Reine at ſeven a-clock in 
the Morning, when I preſs'd him to go into 
Paris with me, and not ſtop there; but then t 
he told me his Reaſons why he muſt wait 
there ſome time, and beg'd me not to leave 5 
him till he had diſcloſed his Mind, and en- T 
gag'd me to continue the Friendſhip we had WW e 
contracted, by truſting me with the Secrets of by 
his Life paſt; which 1 did in Words to this 1 
Purpoſe. M 
Since we are now, ſaid he, almoſt at our 4 
to 
ga 
. 
wa 
tha 


Journey's End, before we part it is but reaſon- 
able, as a return ſor the Honour you have done 
me in keeping me company theſe two Lean 
aſt, that I acquaint you with the ſecret Rea- 
Eons for which I then left my native Country, 
and let you into the Occurrences of my lk Ac 
ſt, and then you will no more wonder at WW 10 

1 

mor 


a 
He Precaution I have now taken at my return, 
in taking Certificates and waiting for Letters 
on the way: Know then that all the Happi- I , 
neſs of my Life has depended on the Conſtan- 
and Fidelity of a Woman, a Wife I mean, W 2 
1 have obſerv'd in all the Converſations vou : 
and I have had together, that you hav a Hei 
very ill Opinion of the Pair Sex, and Fope ¶ the! 
now to convince you that there are Women 
who even out-do us in Reſolution and Cen- WF 
ſtancy, and who will bravely ſuffer the urmoit ¶ Hab 
Extremity, rather than yield to break their 
Faith when given. | * 
I was born in Paris, the Son of an eminent ph 
City-Attorney; but he having many 2 kirt 
. en, 
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dren, when he and my Mother died, the For- 


tune they left divided among us, was not ſuf- 


ficient to provide for and ſupport us, equal to 
the Port we had hitherto carried: My Bro- 
thers and I took to the Law, as being the 
genteeleſt Employ : I ſtudy'd with great Ap- 
plication, and had pretty good Succeſs, fo that 


without Vanity I believe I ſhould have been 


eminent in that Profeſſion had I purſued it; 
but Love threw ſuch Obſtacles in my way, as 
oblig'd me to quit both that and my Country. 
My Perſon and Humour you are perfectly 
acquainted withal, the World was ſo kind as 
to think them not diſagreeable; but Heaven 
gare me a Voice little inferior to any in the 
| BW World, and I attain'd ſuch Skill in Muſick as, 
woas anſwerable to it: This was the means 
that introduc'd me to Monſieur 4% Tvonue's 
Acquaintance, and gave me Acceſs to his, 
Houſe. LOR 
This Gentleman had ſeveral Children, and a- 
mong the reſt a Son of my own age, with whom 
was intimately acquainted : They, had a. 
„ great Eſtate, and my Family was far inferior. 
" Wo theirs. Monſieur 4e Ivonne was Guardian 
o a youn Lady who was his Neice, an, 
Heireſs, _ had a vaſt Fortune, and lived in 


1 
a 
we Houſe: Monſieur Je Ivonne managed all 
ber Eſtate, and bred her up in the ſame man- 
g ner as he did his own Children, except in 
Habit and Rerinue, in which ſhe excell'd his 
" Daughter. This Lady being the Heroine of 
all my Adventures, tis neceſſary that I give 
you wa Deſcription of her Perſon at the time. 
L firſt ſaw her, which is above eight Years, 
Fr; H 5 ſince, 
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fince ; ſhe is now but twenty-five, yet there 

is no queſtion but ſhe is much alter'd. 
Mademoiſelle Fenoui was tall and well 
ſhaped, graceful and eaſy ; ſhe was fair as 
Fenus, her Hair and Eyes were black as Jet, 
but her Eyes were ſo bright, ſo ſweet, fo kil- 
ling, that no Heart could reſiſt their Glances ; 
her Face was ova), and every Feature ſoſt, and 
charming Cupias fat in the Dimples of her 
Cheeks ; her Frowns darted Deſpair into the 
Lover's Breaſt, but her Smiles fired and 
chear'd their Souls: In fine, ſhe was the moſt 
lovely amongſt Womankind. This is her 
Picture, and you need no other Excuſe to 
juſtify my loving her, fince I have told you 
what ſhe was. And that her infide was as 
lovely as her Perſon : Her Soul was noble, 
fincere, generous and firm, an Enemy to flat- 
tery and hypocriſy, difintereſted, brave, capable 
of the boldeſt Undertakings, and as reſolute 
in the executing what ſhe reſolved ; ſhe was 
learn'd above her Sex, ſkill'd in all Hiftories 
both ſacred and profane ; all the Poets antient 
and modern were perfectly underſtood by 
her; nay, ſhe knew almoſt all the Sciences, 
even Aſtrology, but this ſerved only as an 
Amuſement to her: all the vaſt Stock of 
Knowledge ſhe poſſeſs' d, ſhe made uſe of on 
roper Occaſions ; which, join'd with an in- 
comparable Vivacity and Wit which ſhe was 
bleſt withal, render'd her the Delight of all 
gur Sex, and Enyy of her own. She was born 
a Satyriſt and Critick ; ſhe danced and lung 
to Perfection: In fine, ſhe was all that was 
charming, and wanted no a 
make 
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make her a Miracle of Wit and Beauty. She 
was juſt ſeventeen when I firſt ſaw her and 
had the Honour to be introduced to her Ac- 
quaintance : Her Coufin one day told her, he 
had a Friend that ſung as well as any Man 
living, ſhe defired him to get me to viſit 
there that ſhe might hear me fing ; he gave 
me an Invitation to hear her, and it bei 
natural for People who love the ſame Art 
Science to deſire to ſee one another, I readily 
accepted the Offer and went home with him 
that very Evening ; there the charming Maid 
received me kindly, and made no difficulty. to- 
ket me hear her heavenly Voice; ſhe — ſo 
finely that I even bluſh'd to ſing after her, 
and grew doubtful of my own Performance, 
yet I dared not to refuſe, but did my beſt ; 
and ſhe applauded and ſeem'd pleaſed, and 
bid me come again; nay defired that I would 
improve our Acquaintance, and bring her all 
the new Songs 1 cou'd get to teach her, that 
we might fing them together. Raviſh'd with 
the pleafing Propofition, I fail'd not to er 
and there was not a Day paſs'd in which 1 id 
not viſit her on this Pretext. N 
We made an Opera-Houſe of Monſieur de 
Ivonne s, nothing but Muſiek and Singing was 
to be heard, and all the ra Songs were 
there perform'd with ſuch Skill and Voices that 
the Neighbourhood rung of us. Thus we 
d four whole Months, whilſt love inſenſi- 
y ſtole into both our Souls, and I was made 
her Slave before: I was aware. 
It was impoſſible but in all that time we 
muſt have been left ſonie. Moments alone - 1 
- don 
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ſoon grew uneaſy, and nicely watch'd her 
Looks and Actions, and found I was not in- 
different to her; but, on reflection, dared not 
diſcloſe my Paſſion, leſt ſhe ſhould baniſh me 
her Preſence, there was ſo great a Diſpropor- 
tion between us as to point of Fortune, that I 
could not hope to be heard. All the Songs 1 
taught her inſpired only Love: I compoſed 
Verſes complaining of my mournful State, 
telling I loved but dared not to declare my 
Flame; but ſhe regardleſs ſung them all as 
well as I, and with no kind Concern. At laſt 
I reſolved to ſpeak fo plain, that it ſhould be 
impoſſible for her not to underſtand me; ſo | 
made the following Verſes and gave them 
to her with the Tune, which admirably cor- 
reſponded to the Words, which were theſe. 
Here he read them to me, ſaid des Frans, as 
liese... 74d ee 204. 4471 
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ON you alone my Fyes are H d, 'ris they 
Speak all my tortur d love: ſich Soul does feel, 
Which I no other way dare to reveal; 


Tet you're inſemſi ble of all they ſay. 


My Voice, my Eyes, do all ipſpire Love, 
Tis Zove does every Tune and Verſe compoſe; 
But Love, that me in tuneful Notes diſcloſe, 
With you, for Songs do paſs; and cannot move. 


On reading theſe Verſes, ſaid be, ſhe 
bluſh'd, and ask'd who made them ? It was | 
Madam, ſaia be, and I made both the I p 

an 
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and Song for a young Lady with whom I am 


yery much in love. I look'd on her earneſtly 
as I ſpake, and perceiv'd ſhe underſtood me 
ſhe immediately fung the Song better than I 
could, which I interpreted to my Advantage : 
And now I was impatient to make her ex- 
lain her Thoughts in her turn, and began to 
ieve that a Declaration from my Mouth 
would be as kindly received as my Song ; but 
| ventur'd not to puſh things too far at 
that Inſtant, but waited a favourable Oppor- 
tunity ; mean time a Marriage was propoſed 
tome, which did me a greater. Service than 
all I could have ſaid. 

My Friends had found. a very good Match 
for me, a young Gentlewoman no elder than 
Mademoiſelle Fenoiil, very handſome, well- 
bred, and rich ; the little likelihood there 
was of my ſucceeding with her I loved, made 
me incline to hearken to this Propoſal, and 
really the Lady deſerved a better Husband, 
and was a better Match than I could ever 
hope for. Theſe, Madam, ſai4 des. Frans t 
Madam de Mongey, were the very Expreſ- 
ſions Monſieur des Zuffſy ſpoke of you in. But 
you ſhall. hear the reſt: emoiſelle Fenowil, 
ſaid he, was inform'd of all, and got a Sight 
of Mademoiſelle: Grandet, who was the Per- 
+: I fon defign'd for me; her Beauty alarm'd her, 
and ſhe 2 all Conſiderations when ſhe 
heard that the Marriage - Articles were ready 
for ſigning. I had been two Days abſent from 
her, and the third, which was the Day fix'd 
or ſigning the Writings, I received OE. 
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from her early in the Morning, containing theſe 


words : 


TyOn't be too haſty in marrying ; you Will in 
the End repent of it : There 1s a Perſon 
in the World a Match for you much preferable 
to that now propoſed to you. Let me ſee you 
immediately, I wait yotr coming. 


I went, hoping to be back time enough to 
her 


meet my Frie as agreed: I fou 
alone in her Chamber very penſi ve, her Eyes 
ſwollen with crying: I come, Madam, /a:d I, 
to receive your Commands, and to know what 
Fate you defign me, and who the Perſon is 
you propoſe for a Wife tome. She bluſh'd at 
this Queſtion : Before I tell you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
it is fit I ſhould know if you really love the 
Lady that you are going to marry ? and whe- 
ther it be Inclination or Intereſt that guides 
our Choice? It is not Love I aflure you, 
m, ſaid J, for ſhould 1 follow my Incli- 
nations, I ſhould never marry Mademoiſelle 
Grandet ; 1 confeſs ſhe is a very charming 
Woman, but, alas! my Heart was pre-inga- 
ged before I ſaw her, and I paſſionately love 
another, whoſe bigh Birth, Merit, and For- 
tune, are ſo far above what I can nd to, 
that my Reaſon enjoins me to be for ever ſi- 
lent, and abandon my ſelf to Deſpair ; and 
ſince I can never hope to poſſeſs what my 
Soul adores, I reſolved to throw my ſelf into 
the Arnis of another, in that Abſence 
may cure my fick Soul of a vain Paſſion, and 
witote my Quiet: My Friends have put me 


into 
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into the Way to effect this Deſign; I accept 
the Offer for theſe Reaſons : the Converſation 
of an agreeable Wife, the Duties of my Profeſ- 
fon, the Care of a Family, and the Impoſſi- 
pility of ever having her I love, will doubt- 
jeſs cure me; if not, I ſhall find repoſe in 
Death, which is preferable to what I have 
ſuffer'd under the rigorous Silence Reaſon has 
forced me to keep fince I have loved. | 

For whom do you thus ſuffer ? ſaid ſhe with 
much Earneſtneſs and Diſorder. Under the 
Circumitances I now am in, ſaid J, charming 
Tormenter, it is impoſlible for me to diſſem- 
dle; (then falling at her Feet) my Eyes and 
every Action, and the Contufion I am in when 
| approach you, muſt needs have long ſince 
inform'd you, that 'tis you who have captiva- 
ted my Soul, and infpired me with a Paſſion 
to which I was a Stranger till I was bleſt with 
1 Sight of you: Yes, Madam, ſaid I embya- 
ding her Knees, tis you I adore ; nor have I 
fajled in the Refpet I owe you, ſince my 

ue never preſum'd, till now, to tell you 
that I love; nay, I would have died ſilent, 
had not your Commands obliged me to de- 
care the Secret. 

It is an heroick Reſolution you have taken 
up, aid be ſmiling ; you love me, and yet 
conſent to marry another, and for no ot 
Reaſon but becauſe you love me. Yes, an- 
er A I, my Deſpair puts me on this deſpe- 
rate Expedient, and forces me to throw my 
ſelf into the Arms of another, fince I never 
can poſſeſs you. And why do you thus de- 
pair? ſaid he. Oh Heavens! %, 1, Ma- 


dam, 
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dam, what Grounds have I to hope? the vaſt 
Diſproportion of our Circumſtances, your Me. 
rit, my own Unworthineſs, have ſet me 
ſo far below you, that it were a Crime for 
me to wiſh that you ſhould ever be ſo loſt as 
to be mine. If you love me as you profeſs to 
do, ſaid ſbe, why ſhould you fear to hope? 
Love is a Levelier, and - equals Kings and 
Swains : Who forbids Hope to the aſpiring 
Lover? fince no Obſtacles remain but difference 
of Family and Fortune, thoſe are at my diſ- 
pole ; my Fortune, when. I come of Age, is 
mine to give; and if I make you my Huſ- 
band, you will then be my Superior; by Birth 
we are Equals, fince you are a Gentleman: 
And fince Madam Granger, whoſe Family, 
tho not fo rich, is nobler than mine, th 
worthy of her Choice, I have no reaſon to 
refufe you: And now, to put you out of pain, 
give you my Hand and Faith to make you 
Maſter of my Perſon and Fortune ſo ſoon as | 
am of age to do it: My Nobility is owing 
only to gn Employments my Father was 
poſſeſs d of at his Death, you may hereafter 
— ſuch, fince I can furniſh you the 
eans to do it: My Uncle is my Guardian 
to manage my Fortune during my Minority, 
but has no right to diſpoſe of my Perſon; it is 
not long ere I ſhall be at liberty to receive my 
own Revenues, and diſpoſe of my ſelf. And 
now tell me, is not the Offer I make you 
much more advantageous: than that your 
Friends have — you? and had you not 
better take what you love, than her you care 
not for? How bleſt am I, aid he, to hear 
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make this generous Propoſal, and 

muſt acknowledge that I 2 of ary 
and that 'tis pity you ſhould condeſcend to 
make ſo mean a Choice; tho I have all the 
teful Sentiments of the Obligation, and a 
fon for you fo ſincere and ardent, that it 
may ſupply the Want of Titles and a Fortune. 
Tis enough, ſaid ſhe, I ask nothing but your 
Heart. Alas ! Madam, ſaid he, I tremble at 
the Thoughts of what Perſecutions you will 
ſuffer : All your Family will oppoſe my Hap- 
ineſs ; nay, tis poſlible, time and their Per- 
may make you baniſh me and make 

ſome worthier Choice, and leave me the moſt 
wtetched of all Mankind. Truſt me, ſaid 
foe, I am arm'd for all Events; time will 
pac my Family, and when they find me re- 
e, they'll ceaſe to importune me; and 
they cannot force me from you: Beſides, you 
ny ingage me to be true, and rid your ſelf of 
al your Fears; tis in your Power to put it 
out of mine to change. At thefe words ſhe 
bluſh'd and turn'd away, ſaying, go break off 
the Treaty with Madam Granget this Hour, 
nd in a manner ſo publick that I may be ſe- 
cured from all Fears of your ever being re- 
conciled, and whatever Injury you ſuſtain by 
it, be aſſur'd I will make you ample Amends; 
make haſte, the Hour is near when you muſt 
meet your Friends : See not my Face again till 
you have executed my Commands; but on 
your Life expoſe me not, nor declare the Rea - 
lons of your acting thus, tis enough that you 
atiefy my Defires, and the world muſt not be 
orm d of the Secret, it is your Intereſt to 


leave 
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leave me no Cauſe of future Jealouſy, I go, 
ſaid he, Madam, to break off this Match in 
ſo publick a manner, that you ſhall be Con- 
vinced how ardently. I love you ; nor ſhall the 
Fear of angering all my Family and Friends, 
whom I am certain will be highly incenſed, or 
the ill Conſequences that may arrive to me 
from the Indignation and keen Reſentments 
of the Lady whom I mutt affront on no juſt 
Pretence, deter me: I will expoſe my {elf 
with pleaſure to every thing Man can fear, to 
convince you all things beſide your Love 
and Hate are indifferent to me, and that [| 
cannot live without the firſt, or wiſh to fur- 
vive the laſt one moment; and this Night, 
either by Letter or from my own Mouth, you 
ſhall have an exact Account of my Proceedure. 
Go, /aid /be, and let me have that Satil- 
ſaction as ſoon as poſſible. I obey'd, ſaid br, 
and left her, much diſtracted in my Thou 
my Invention being on the rack how to find a 
Pretence to get quit of Madam Grandet, with- 
out appearing to be the Aggreſſor, and ſo to 
avoid the blame of fo unaccountable an Ac- 
tion. Full of theſe hes I went to Mi 
dam Grandet's, where my Friends, and hen 
were met together; ſhe look d like an Ar 
el, and I could not but inwardly regret the 
is of ſo charming a Creature, whom I bad 
already ſecured, for one whom I had a thou- 


ſand Reaſons to fear I ſhould never poſſcis 
quietly ; but Love filenced Reaſon, I only 
made her a Bow at entering the Room; and 


ſeeing her — draw. back towards a Win 
dow, I went and ſtood by her, b os 
I. . 
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Marriage- Articles and all Buſineſs to be ad- 
juſted by our Friends, hoping to find ſome 
Opportunity to fall out with her, in our pri- 
vate Converſation, without being overheard 
by the Company: I firſt broke filence, and 
told her very uncivilly, that I did not like her 
Dreſs; that I thought ſhe was too extrava- 
gant" in her Habit; and that a Woman that 
was defirous to pleaſe none but her Husband, 
need not dreſs ſo ſplendidly, She anſwer'd 
me with great Modeſty, that it was her Mo- 
ther's Pleaſure to keep her fo, and that ſhe 
thought ſhe did not wear any thing extraor- 
dinary, or above her Fortune ; that to this 
time, ſhe had always ſtudy'd to conform her 
ſelf to her Mother's Will ; but that, after we 
were marry'd, I ſhould be the. Maſter of all 
and if I found fault with any thing, ſhe would 
ger it as 1 thought fit ; and that ſhe ſhould 
de obedient to me in all things, and endea- 
your to pleaſe me in whatſoever I commanded 
her to do. This ſubmiſſive Anſwer quite con- 
«1 . but I went on, railed 
eepi ny, ing at 9 
ing to n all Dive 12 1 fai 
all that the moſt brutiſh, jealous Fellow could 
ent; giving her to rſtand chat if ſhe 
marry'd me, ſhe muſt ex nothing but to 
be extremely miſerable Life: At laſt I 
teazed her ſo that ſhe cry'd, I then ridicul'd 
ber and farther provok'd her, till being no 
r able to contain, ſhe burſt into a Paſſion, 
told me, ſhe was ſorry at her Soul things 
were gone ſo far, and that after what I had 
ww told her, ſhe muſt confeſs ſhe could not 


marry 
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me without t Reluctancy. I red. 
den d, my Soul being all with Remorſe, and 


ſenſi ble that I was guilty of a great Crime, in 
treating a Lady thus, who was certainly one 
of the ſweeteſt natur d and beſt bred Women 
in the World, as ſhe has ſhewn in her beha. 
viour fince with the Man fhe marry'd, who 
has now, Heaven be prais'd, left her a Wi⸗ 
dow : with him ſhe ſufter'd all that a Woman 
could endure, with a Man who was even more 
jealous and brutal than I feign'd my ſelf to be, 
was convinced that ſhe was Miſtreſs of every 
Quality that is nec in a Wife to make 
er Husband happy, but being reſolved to 
quit her, I did not flip the Advantage her 
words gave me. You ſhall not marry me 
with Reluctancy, Madam, ſaid 1, in-a louder 
Tone than before, | won't marry any Woman 
ainſt her Inclination, and therefore ou 
'reaty on that Score is at an End: It is need 
leſs, my Friends, ſaid 1, for you to trouble 
your ſelves. any farther about the Articles be 
tween this Lady and I, we are not born far 
one another; ſhe quits me with Joy, and! 
leave her without Regret. nn 464] 
At theſe Words they were all ſurpriz d, bs 
ving heard no other part of our Diſcourſe 
and concluded the poor abuſed Lady, had 
faid ſome very unkind things to me. They 
would fain have: brought us to a farther Ex 
Planation of what had paſt, and endea vour d 
to ſtop me, but I would not ſtay; but plain 
ly told them the Lady had declared ſhe could 
not marry me but. with regret, and that | 
ſcorn'd to make uſe of her Parents Authority | 
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to make her unhappy, and thought it my Duty 
to leave her at liberty to chuſe for her ſelf: 
80 bowing I took leave and went away. 

The poor Lady was ſtrictly queſtion'd about 
what paſt between us, and ingenuouſly told 
them every Word ; but none that knew me 
could credit what ſhe ſaid : I had ated ſo un- 
like my ſelf and ſo like a brute, that her Mothes 
was violently angry with her; and indeed it 
was ſo very unlikely that I ſhould refuſe ſuch 
an Offer, that every body concluded ſhe was 

Jin che Fault: In fine, her Friends were ſo 
incenſed againſt her that ſhe, to free herſelf 
fom their Perſecution, about a Year after 
marry'd one Monſieur de Mongey, a Man of 
goo Birth and great Fortune, a Count 
tleman, who at firſt fight fell in love wi 
her, and ſoon obtain'd her of her Friends : 
He was, without diſpute, one of the moſt diſ- 
agreeable and worſt bred Men on Earth, old 
and jealous ; and ſhe ſuffer d a kind of Mar- 
om for four Years ſpace and upwards, and 
is, ſaid he, ſhe owes to me, which I am 
very p4 for: and Madam Fenoiil has given 
me this Relation in her Letters, in a Style that 
2 ſhews ſhe was equally concern'd for 
and lamented the 3 of this in- 
nocent Victim to our Paſſion; but her Husband 
is, thank Heaven, dead, and has left her 
childleſs, very rich, and ſhe is now as good as 
„Maid again. But let us return to our Story, 
ſeid he, ſhe has too much reaſon to think ill 

of and hate me. | 
| I did not, ſai4 Monſieur des Frans, addreſ- 
ing himſelf to Madam de Mongey, interrupt 
Monſieur 
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Monficur 4e 74455 in his Story, to inform him I x 
that I had the Honour to know you, but let | 
him proceed. Hereafter you ſhall know 
_ in order to which I ſhall keep on my il ,j 
Tale. 
After this fine Exploit, ſaid he, I fled to be 
my Miſtreſs, to acquaint her with my Pro- 4 
— ; and tho ſhe blamed me for wrong. be 
W 


ing ſo ſweet a Lady, yet when I aſſured her I yz; 
I could find no other Expedient to ger quit of ſon 
her, ſhe excuſed me, and was pleaſed with my in. 
Conduct. ny 


Seven or eight Days afterward I gave her im} 
Hints, that I did not quit ſo good an Offer but ext 
on the Aſſurance of being ſecured of a better. cov 
She ſoon underſtood me, and faw I fear'd her I Ty 
breaking her Promiſe. At laſt I told her, that I ind 
tho I doubted not but ſhe would continue I ters 
conſtant and love me ever, yet her Uncles W but 
Threats, Perſuaſions and Arts, might oblige W ber 
or force her from me; that Ambition, great W pn 
Offers, and the like, might prevail; and in 
Se, that I might have the laſt Security ſhe 
had'ſcem'd to promiſe me. At laſt, tho with 
much Difficulty, I prevail'd ; and we drew up 
on each fide a Promiſe of Marriage in form, 
which having fign'd we ſolemnly ſwore to kee 
and perform; this done we ratify'd it, a 

from that Hour lived as Man Wife, tho 


I — not believe, — he, there is on Earth 

2 Pleaſure than ſuch an Amour: We 

pa ſix Months undiſcoyer'd, ſleeping whole 

Nights * <ont; And theſe, ſar he, were 

the only happy Moments I have known id 
I 
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Life, and yet were the ſole Cauſe of all the 
Misfortunes that have ſince befallen me. 

She became big with Child, which broke 
all our Meaſures; and her Uncle at the ſame 
time was treating about a great Match for 
her, a Man of ſuch Quality and Fortune that 
all her Friends approved of ir ; it was not 
her Fortune that he valued, but her Perſon : 
He was a Man of great Quality, very hand- 

| Wl fome, witty, generous, greatly efteem'd, and, 
na word, every oy accompliſh'd, and there 
was nothing to object againſt him; yet it was 
ö impoſſible for her to accept the Offer, which 
| Wl extremely pleaſed me, tho I dreaded the Dif 
- WW covery. I leave you to judge, ſald he, the 
Trouble we were in; ſhe was very young, 
and we were both unexperienc'd in ſuch Mat- 
ters, yet we thought we had nothing to fear 
but the Noiſe it would make in the World, and 
her Uncle's Reſentments and the reſt of her 
Family, and that we thought a Trifle ; but, 
alas! that was enough, as it proved in the 
End. I would have perſuaded her to let ſome 
Perſons we knew had an Influence over he 
Uncle, break the Matter to him ; but ſhe 
was ſo overwhelm'd with Grief that ſhe was 
deaf to all Reaſon, and told me I muſt reſolve 
to fly with her to ſome other Part of the 
World, where, being out of his reach, we 
might better make her Peace: That we had 
Money ſuffigient to carry us out of France, 
Vc and ſupport us till ſhe was of Age: That 1 
ole ¶ muſt take ber away, and that ſhe was read 
follow me to any Place in the World; 
lace we were both alike criminal, we * to 
are 


follow. We fix'd on the next Morning for our 
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ſhare one Fate. I confefs I trembled, ſais 
he, at this Propoſal : I told her it was the 
certain Way to ruin us, and bring me to x 
ſhameful End ; that I being fix Years elder 
than ſhe, and her Inferior in Circumſtances, 
I ſhould be accuſed of inticing her away, 
and a Rape: That if we were ſtopt on the 
Road, the leaſt ſhe could expect, was to be 
ſhut up for her life in a Convent, and I to 
finiſh mine by the Hands of an Executioner ; 
That getting Children was a Crime not pu- 
niſhable with Death; but ſtealing an Heireſs 
was never pardon d. But ſhe reproached me 
with want of Courage and ction, vow'd 
ſhe wou'd poiſon herlelf if I delay'd or re 
fuſed to follow her Advice, and to terrify me 
more, ran to a Cabinet and fetch'd a Paper of 
Arſenick which ſhe had provided for that fatal 
Purpoſe; I forced it from her, and threw it 
into the r ſhe with a ſorced Smile 
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told me ſhe had more, and was determin'd With; 
to — her Shame by Death, if I was ſo ee 
barbarous as to keep her there to be expoſed. Why, by 


2535 


I urged all that was poſſible to diſſuade her 
from ſo horrid a , as the deſtroying her 
ſelf -and the innocent Infant ; but all in vain: 
ſo that I yielded to all ſhe propoſed, tho my 
boding Soul and Reaſon told me what would 


a. 
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* having reſolved to go directly to Lion, 
and from thence to Avignon. According to 
Appointment I found her the next Morning at 
the Place agreed upon: She pag no Perſon 
with her but her Woman, whom ſhe could 


confide im ; being unprovided of a God 
| es 
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Horſes, we were fain to hire one, the firſt we 
could get, and we went ſeventeen Leagues 
from Paris ſecurely, and as we thought un- 
diſcover'd ; but on the third Day in the 
2 we were ſtopt. Madam Fenouil be- 
ing mi d, had put all the Family into the 
amoſt Confufion ; no body could tell what 
was become of her: They ſearch'd all Paris 
for her, and at laſt found which Road we had 
ken, and ſo purſued and took us when we 
were in Bed together. I made all the Re- 
ifance I was able, having ſnatch'd my Sword 
om the Bed's-head as they enter'd tho 
Chamber, but was forced to yield, being 
maſter'd by Numbers. I was moſt inhumanly 
led by my Enemies, but was leſs ſenfible of 
ny own Misfortunes than hers : the Agony 1 
in ber in, her Shrieks and Crys pierced my 
fouls nor was I leſs concern'd for the dear 
edge of our mutual Affection that ſhe went 
nithal, It was one of her neareſt Relations 
rho ſeiz d her, and uſed her very unhandſom- 
þ, baſely upbraiding her with what he call'd 
i Crime, but was in my Eyes the nobleſt Con- 
felcenfion and Proof of her generous Love to 
ez and tho my Soul was fill'd with Rage, yet I 
wed Entreaties to prevail with him to uſe her 
dy, defiring him to do all his Rage could 
alpire to me, ſo that he would ſpare her. I 
da thouſand things to this Pu ſe, but 
u unregarded by theſe unmerciful Wretches. 
Nor was ſhe leſs concern'd for me : They 
non'd me like a Thief, and treated me like 
te vileſt Criminal, tho ſhe cried out I was 
t Husband, and bid them ſhew their Au- 
| I thority 
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thority for ufing us thus, and why they parted 
us, rag puniſh k me for a Crime which ſhe 
alone was guilty of. 
We were carried back to Paris, where! 
was thrown into a Priſon, and ſhe refufing to 
90 back to 4 Foonne's was put into the Hands 
of a Magiſtrate, to ſecure her. A Proceſ 
was immediately drawn againit me, in which 
I was accuſed of a Rape, and ſeducing her, 
as I foreſaw. I made the beſt Defence that 
was poſlible, and, knowing ſhe would not be 
offended, I produced all her Letters, and 
made it evident that ſhe had done all by her 
own Conſent and Defire. Notwithſtanding all 
this my Enemies —.— and I ſaw the 
Cauſe was like to be carried againſt me ; but 
ſhe, as ſhe had-promiſed, did all ſhe could to 
ſave me ; her Relations Threats and Promiſes 
could not prevail with her, but ſhe came to 
the Court at my Trial, and in the Face of the 
Judges threw her Arms about my Neck, 
ſhedding a Flood of Tears, aſking me Pardon 
for being the Cauſe of all I now ſuffer'd, and 
ſolemnly proteſted that ſhe would never aban- 
don me: I will rather die, ſaid ſhe; and you 
know I fear not Death; and whatever Sen 
tence they paſs on you, IL will ſhare, and not 
ſurvive you one Hour. "Then ſhe- fell on her 
Knees before the Judges, and beſought them 
in the moſt moving Terms to give her to me, 
who was her Husband, recounting all that hac 
| between us on account of her Flight 
and how ſhe forced we to it by threatening tt 
iſon herſelf : In fine, ſhe pleaded with Pad 
chemency and Tenderneſs, that 1 wo 
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ſenſibly touched with the Senſe of what ſhe 
bed. 


and Gratitude, that I could no longer 
ſupport my Misfortunes, but fell down in a 
$woon, and came not to my ſelf till they had 
removed me out of the Court. I found 
my ſelf laid on a Bed, where I was inform'd, 
that the Judges being melted with what they 
aw, and being convinced how inveterate my 
Adverfaries were, and that it was a malicious 
Proſecution, tho they could not acquit me b 
reaſon of the Rigour of the Laws, the Fa 
being plain as to my getting her with Child, 
ind endeavouring to carry her out of the 
Kingdom, of they moderated the Sentence, 
and ordain'd that Madam Ferowil ſhould be 
t into the Hands of her Relations, or a 
Florent, till ſhe was of Age; and that 1 
ſhould be baniſh'd France for ſeven Years, 
dem the Day of my leaving it; which Time 
exaQly agreed with her being of Age, which 
would be fourteen Days before the Term of 
Baniſhment expired, and then ſhe might 
poſe of herſelf. I was condemn'd to take 
care of the Child, and in a confiderable 
Sam to her, which ſhe acquitted me of in 
fight of all her Relations: Our Promiſe of 
1 was declared null; and ſo the Suit 
ed. 5 
dhe was ſhortly after brought-tu-bed of a 
Son who is ſtill living, and whom you will 
ſee with his dear Mother in an Hour's time, 
Thope. So I was ſet at liberty; and having 
taken Meaſures for to keep a A un. 
by means of a faithful Friend, who received 
and ſent our Letters tro one another, I left 
. I 2 Paris, 


Bani ſhment in Hollan 
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Paris, without having the Satisfaction of ſee. 
ing her from that fatal Day that we were be. 
fore the Judges. I pot the Time of my 

„Spain, Flanders, and 
Traly, except the two laſt Years, which l 
ſpent in Portugal. I took a Certificate in my 
true Name at my leaving France, and one at 
my entering it again, to prevent my Enemies 
from any Dilpute. Having been abſent from 
France ſeven Years and eight Days, ere I ſet 
Foot in it again, and above a Month tore 
fince I went out of Paris, which I will not 
enter till Madam Fenoil thinks fit: ſhe will 
be here at nine a- clock, for I received a long 
Letter from her laſt nighr, with an Account 
of all that has paſt fince- my Abſence, and 1 
am -rherefore able to inform you of every 
Tranſaction; as well as if 1 been preſent 
all the time. Her lying-in being over, ſhe 
being then in her nineteenth. Near, ſhe went 
into a Convent, where ſhe lived three Years; 
after which ſhe went and lived at her Uncle's, 
as before, where ſhe never mention'd my 
Name, or ſeem'd to make any Inquiry about 
me ; nor did any body ſpeak — her, 
She often went privately to ſee the Child, and 
lived ſo retired, and behaved herſelf fo pre 
dently, that People ceaſed to ſpeak of, or al 
moſt remember our Adventure, and our cor- 
reſponding by Letter was not ſo much as ſu 
pelied ; fo that all being in a manner forgot- 
ten, ſeveral Offers were made her of marry- 
ing, and ſhe was courted by a Man of great 
Quality and Fortune, who, tho he knew the 


Slip ſhe had made, yet loved her rann, ; 
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nd ſhe was obliged publickly to declare, that 
ſhe would never marry, to put an End to his 
and other Gentlemen's Importunities : She 
made this Declaration a little before the News 
of my being dead was ſpread abroad, which 
Report we thought proper to raiſe, that ſhe 
might be more at liberty, and live more at 

e. Having a very extraordinary Opportu- 
nity to countenance this Rumour, I chang'd 
my Name at my leaving France, and aſſumed 
that of St. Cergue, by which you knew me, 
aid he, till we came to Reochel, where firſt I 
wid you my Name was 4e Zufſy. When l 
was in Spain, at Madrid 1 accidentally met 
with a young Man named e Full, born in 
Paris; he neither belonged to the Ambaſſa- 
dor, nor was a Merchant, but, like me, was 
myelling for his Pleafure : I aſk'd him about 
bs Family, but could not diſcover that he was 
Wy Kin to me, fo I did not diſcover to him 
my true Name ; bu becauſe he was a Stranger 
there, and my Countryman, I chought my ſelf 
obliged to give him fome Advice, per- 
eiving he was very debauch'd, in a Country 
where. Jealouſy reigns, and where Husbands 
think Murder a juit Revenge for the Injury a 
Man does their Honour in being familiar with 
their Wives or Daughters: I caution'd him 
aten, but in vain; he was very extravagant, 
and ſupportg, his Expence by the means of 
ſome Lady, who made him Preſents, a thing 
very common in that Country; and at my re- 
urn ſrom a ſhort Voyage I had made, I was 
nform'd that he was kill'd, being aſſaſſinated 
dy Bravoes, and murder d by Perſons un- 
"a. I 3 known, 


174 The ILLusSTRIOUS 


known. S0 I got ſome of the Ambaſſador, 
Attendants to write to myRelations, to inform 
them that I was dead, and made them incloſe 
the Certificate of his Death and Burial from the 
Prieſt that bury'd him; and this confirm'd m 
Relations, paſt all doubt, of my being dead 
At the ſame time I writ to Madam Fenou|, 
and ſent her the Packet incloſed to fend to my 
Brother. I ſent theſe Letters by a Merchant, 
to deliver into au Vals Hands, our Correipon- 
dent, who prudently ingaged the Merchant 
to carry the encloſed Letters to my Brother, 
retending he had ſome Difference with him 
himſelf, e Merchant went, and my Bro- 
ther queſtion'd him about my Death, «| 
which he could give no other Account but, 
that all the French People at Madrid ſaid ſuch 
a young Gentlemaa was kill'd there, whole 
Name was de Fuſs, and born in Paris : My 
Brother put on Mo rning, had Maſſes ſaid ic 
my Soul, and bew ud my Dach uke an 21. 
ionate Friend an Brother. Madam F. 
ui ſent me word that he has been very care 
ful of my Son as if it had been his own, for 
which I will give him thanks to-morrow. He 
writ to Madrid to the Ambaſſador, who con 
firm'd the truth of this Report by his An- 
iwer. In fine, 4 Ivonne and every body at 
Paris believed me dead, except my Miltrels 
and du Val, and what a ſurprize; ill they be 
in to ſee me again in health. My Plot 
had the defired for 4 Foonne troubled 
his Niece no more; my Friends made me 10 
more returns of Money, nor did I necd it, bt 
I had more by me than I had occaſion for. 
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My Miſtreſs was now Miſtreſs of her Fortune, 
and received the Income of it, which ſhe did 
not ſpend the tenth Part of, keeping only one 
Foot-boy and the ſame Waiting-maid that bad. 
been privy to our Amour, whom ſhe had 
nken again in ſpight of her Uncle: And my 
Dear had ſent me more Money than I knew 
what to do withal ; ſo that I had employ'd a 
oreat deal in buying Shares in ſeveral Veſſels, 
by which I have been a conſiderable Gainer, 
and have brought it all in Bills of Exchange, 
into which I converted all my Money, as the 
moſt ſafe and eaſy way to bring it. I have 
from time to time inform'd her of all my 
Proceedings, and done nothing without her 
Approbation: It is a Year and half ſinee I 
writ to defire her to remit me no more Mo- 
ney 3 but to uſe ſome of that ſhe had by her 
to iſh a Houſe, in order to my return. 
This ſhe did in this manner : She pretended 
to be. diſpleaſed, and put away her Woman, 
wav, with au Val, went and took à very fine 
Houſe in the Suburbs of the City far of 
#Þbonne's ; my Miſtreſs furniſhing Money, they 
furniſhed it omly; nay they have, as 
ſhe ſends me word, hired Servants ; ſo that 1 
ſhall find Domeſticks who are Strangers to 
thoſe they belong to; and that ſhe will meet 
me in my own Coach this Morning. And 
now, ſaid he, may I not boaſt that I have 
found a conftant Woman, whom ſeven 
Years Abſence, the Perſuaſions and Threats 
of all her Family, and the Importunities of 
Lovers far more noble and agreeable than 
my ſelf, could not prevail with to break her 
_— 4. I 4 Vows 
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Vows to me? And now neither the Laws 
nor the Family can hinder me from bei 
happy, we have nothing left to do but to get 
marry'd without any Noiſe, to legitimate our 
Child and filence the World. 

This, Sir, is the Sum of what you deſired 
me to inform you of, and the complete Hil. 
tory of my Life and Misfortunes, ſaid Mon- 


ſieur de Jufly, and I defire one Favour of you, 


which is, that you will here wait my Mitſtreſs's 
arrival, and not leave us till we have finiſh'd 
our romantick Adventures by marrying, in 
which you may be of great ſervice to us as 
a Friend and Witneſs. Theſe Reaſons obliged 
me not to make more haſte to Paris, it being 
neceſſary I ſhould wait for her Letters on the 
Way : So I told him I ſhould now be very 
defirous to do what he aſk'd, and that I would 
aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of my Power; that | 

now forgave him the ill Treatment he had 
given Madam Granger, and I hope, Madam, 
ou will pardon him, ſaid he to that Lady, 
X | aCure you Madam Fenoi! writ the fineſt 

things of you, during Monfieur 4e Fufſy's 
Exile, ' whilſt you were Monfieur Je Mongey's 
Wife, and ſpeaks of you with the greateſt Re- 
ſpect and Friendſhip imaginable ; and they 
are both ready to as your Pardon, and make 
you publick Satisfaction. I am fully ſatisfy d 
already, ſaid that charming Lad and ſhall 
gladly receive a Viſit from them and return it, 
and J rejoice at their Union; but eed 
with your Story. Why, ſaid Monſieur des 
Frans, I told Monſieur Je Juſſij that I longed 
to ſee his Miſtreſs, whom he repreſented — 
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be fo _ a Prodigy of Conſtancy, in an Age 
when I did not chin there had been one W 
man that was faithful and juſt to her word, 
and _ ſhall hereafter know; hi he, the 
Reaſon I have to think fo ill of the Fair Sex, 
ind then you will not blame me for being ſo 
ſevere in my Cenſures of them. What you 
ſay is very obliging, ſaid Madam de Conta- 
mine, taking him up /bort, and in our preſence, 
this is the way to make your court to us: I 
aſſure you. Oh! Ladies, ſaid he, excuſe 
me ; I do not rank you in the Number of 
falſe Women: You I eſteem as Angels, and 
Miracles of Virtue and Goodneſs : You Ma- 
dam e Contamine, have convinced the World 
of your Virtue ; but forgive a fick Man that 
complains, to-morrow you ſhall know my 
Story, and I will convince you that I have 
been one of the moſt injured and moſt unhap- 
Men breathing ; but to Day we will Gnifh 
ur ae Tuſly's Story. | 
As he and I were thus chatting, we heard a 
Coach enter the Inn-gate, we look'd out and 
ſaw that it was a very fine new Coach with 
four fine Horſes, and three Footmen in new 
grey Liveries ; there came out of the Coach 
a Gentleman, a Child, and a Lady, magnifi- 
cently dreſt, with a Maid-ſervant very genteel 
and agreeable ; I gueſs'd the Lady to be Ma- 
dam Fenozil, and was ſoon convinced it was 
ſo by ſeeing Monſieur 4e 71ffy's Diſorder, who 
flew-down to the Coach, and catching the 
Child up in his Arms ran up Stairs follow!d by 
the Lady; he gave the Child to me at his 
entering the Room, and running back to the 
p47 7 I 5 Door, 
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Door, received her in his Arms in the greateſt 
Tranſport imaginable ; there could not be a 
more moving Sight than the meeting of theſe 
Lovers : They remain'd at leaft a quarter of 
an Hour claſped in one another's Arms, unable 
to ſpeak, the Tears guſh'd from their Eyes, 
and they both ſunk { inro a Chair ing 


$woon ; recovering from their Trance they 


renew'd their Embraces, and fearing they 
ſhould relapſe into the ſame Weaknels, I in- 
terpoſed ; they were ſcarce able to ſpeak, fo 
intirely had Joy took Poſſeſſion of their Souls 
that all their Faculties were overpower'd ; 
and no wonder, for what Pleaſure can equal 
that of two ſuchLovers, when they meet again 
after ſo long a time as ſeven Years Abſence? 
the Proofs of mutual Conſtancy that they had 
iven each other having increaſed their Af. 
fection, and the Pains endured endear'd them 
more to one another: They now ſeem'd to 
triumph over Fortune, and received the Sa- 
tisfaction their own Virtue had procured 
them. | 

And now de Fufſy turn d to embrace his 
faithful Friend and Servant du Val, whoſe 
Services had doubly endear'd him to him ; 
mean time [ — 6 
Pleaſure of ſeeing a Face which charm'd me: 
The Lover and Miſtreſs aſk'd one another a 
thouſand „ which I interrupted by 
calling for Breakfaſt, which my Valet and 
de Jus, being call'd, brought in; then the 
Lady's Servants were call'd up to wait at 
Table, before whom nothing was talk'd of 


that ought not; Au Val only told them that 
2 | was 


the Lady, and had the 
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was their Maſter and Lady, and ſhe ſaid be- 
fore them, to Monſieur 4e Juſſy in the way of 
Diſcourſe, that ſhe had not been out of the 
Convent he left her in till that Morning, to 
come and meet him; and that Monfieur au 
Jul had taken the Trouble to hire and pro- 
vide theſe Servants, and a Houſe ; for, ſaia 
ſhe, you being abſent, I kept no Houſe ; but 
choſe rather to live in a Convent retired till 
your return. Breakfaſt ended, and the Ser- 
vants gone, the Lovers, an Val, her Woman, 
and I, held a Counſel what to do next: And at 
laſt, au Val's Opinion was approved of, which 
was, that he having brought with him the 
Certificates of both their Ages and Baptiſms, 
as alſo the Child's, with a Copy of the Sen- 
tence of their Separation, which were ſuffi- 
cent to prove her being of Age, and the 
time of his Baniſhment being expired, no- 
thing remain'd but to get a Petition drawn up 
tothe Archbiſhop of Paris relating the Mat- 
ters of Fact, and to beg his Permiffion to let 
them be married in private, toprevent further 
Troubles and Scandals, and that as ſoon as 
poſſible, and to let it be this very Day, ſaid 
du Val. We all applauded his Propoſal, and 
it was reſolved we ſhould ſet out for Paris 
immediately, ſo we went to Je Fefſy's new 
Houſe, from whence I came, ſai4 Monſienr 
des Frans to Monſieur des Ronais, when 1 
met you ; and, _ ſhifted at your Houſe, 
Lreturn'd thither, and could not acquaint you 
whither I was going becauſe I had promiſed 
to kept all ſecret; and I remaid'd there till 
yelterday Noon, when am 
1 | 


/ 
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I was no ſooner arrived at Monſieur 4e Zuſſy's 
but du Val game in with a Publick-Notary, to 
whom the Certificates were all ſhewn, and he 
approved of the Petition, and drew one up in 
Form, which Monfieur 4e Ju and 2 
Fenoml ſign d; after which we went with it to 
the Biſhop, and return'd in leſs than an Hour 
with an Order from him, giving them leave to 


celebrate their Marriage in whatever Church 


they thought fit in this Dioceſs; with an Or- 
der to all Prieſts or Curates, ordaining that 
any one of them, being deſired ſo to do, 
ſhould perform the Ceremony; and the good 
Notary had brought a Curate along with him 
who was his Relation, whoſe Pariſh was about 
a ſmall League from Paris, who offer'd his 
Service whenever they pleaſed. It was im- 
poſſible that 4 Ivonne could get Knowledge 
of any thing that paſs'd, or where his Niece 
was, and to prevent all Diſputes, it was re- 
ſolved that we ſhould go to this Village that 
Night, and that they ſhould be there married 
—— Day in form. The Notary and Cu- 
rate ſupp'd with us, being caution'd to ſay no- 
thing of the Matter before the Servants till 
there was nothing left to fear. After Supper 
we ſet out in two Coaches for the Village, 
where being arrived, Monſieut 4e Fufſy ac- 
quainted his Domeſticks with his true Name 
and Circumſtance in relation to their Lady, 
and concluded with telling them that they 
muſt be Witnefles to his and that 


at their return to Paris, they might report it 
to whom they pleas d. The honeſt Servants 
ſeem d ſo glad at their Maſter's truſting them 
: | 
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with his Secrets, that they declar'd they would 
ſooner die than ſuffer any Injury to be done 
him or their Lady. And now we paſt the re- 
maining Hours very agreeably till the Clock 
had ſtruck one, drinking the Bride and Bride- 
m's Health; then we all enter'd the 
urch with four of the beſt of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Pariſh, and ſaw the Marriage 
rform'd, and the Child legitimated : Mon- 
— de Fufſy took a Certificate of both, to 
which we all ſign'd, and having had a ſplen- 
did Treat, return'd to Paris, where the Cu- 
rate and Notary took leave, but I lay at Mon- 
ſieur 4e Fuffy's. We lay a-bed till Noon the 
next Day, when au Val call d me up, and we 
went and viſited the happy Couple in Bed, 
after which they roſe, and being at Dinner it 
was reſolved, that their Marriage ſhould be 
made known to 4 Fvonne and their Relations, 
in the moſt publick manner, which was done 
on Tueſday N ht in this manner. 
Madam 4e 005 took her Coach after Din- 
ner, and went to her Uncle's, who was ex- 
tremely ſurprized at her Habit and Equipage, 
becauſe ſhe had for a long time gone dreſs'd 
like a Widow. He aſk'd her where ſhe had 
been ever ſince the Morning of the Day before. 
She made him no Anſwer, but ſhewing the 
Certificate of her Age ſaid, Sir, being now of 
ö Age to, diſpoſe of my ſelf and Fortune, I am 
retired to live Miſtreſs of my ſelf; I have 
taken a Houſe and Servants, and am come to 
beg a Favour, of you, my Aunt, and Coufins, 
which is, that you would honour me with your 
Companies to-night to ſup with me. Never 
1371514 was 
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was any Man more 2 than he at this 
Anſwer: She told him ſhe would ſend a Foot- 
man to conduct them to her Houle if they 
ſed to come, and ſo took leave. Mean time 

e Footmen had told 4 Juonne s Servants that 


their Lady had been marry'd that Mori 
able to gueſs 


but not to whom, nor were th 
the Report of Monfieur 4e 7u 
king it impoſſible; this was a Riddle they 
could not unfold. DY Toonne, tho' intirely at a 
loſs what to think, reſolved to go with his 
Family, and accordingly went, conducted by 
the Servant ſhe ſent. Monfieur de Zufſy had 
ſent for his two Brothers, and two particular 
Friends, and his Lady had ſent for ſome of 
hers ; ſo that they found us a round Company, 
for there was fourteen of us before 4 Ivonne 
and his Wife enter'd the Room with their Son 
and Daughter. | 

Their ſurprize was redoubled when they 
ſaw ſo much Company; the Parlor we were 
in was very fine, nothing was wanting to make 
it neat and handſome. Monfieur 4e Zuffy did 
not yet appear, but Madam entertain'd the 
Company; Supper was ſet upon the Table, 
and every one ſeating themſelves there was a 
eneral Silence, and I could ſcarce forbear 

aughing to fee how 4 Tvorne and his Famil 
look'd on one another. Madam 4% Fuffy 
placed herſelf next me, the Chiid next 4 
al, and there was a Place left between her 
and the Chiid empty, where a Plate and 
Chair remain'd as for the Maſter of the Houſe. 
At laſt ſhe broke Silence, turning to the Foot- 
man behind het; Go, ſaid be, 2 
er 


y's Death ma- 
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Maſter that we wait his coming. He is juſt 
ſealing a Letter, ſaid he, Madam. This the 
more confounded 4 Ivonne and his Wife, who 
ſat on Thorns. At laſt Monſieur de Fuſſy 
enter'd with a Lacquey before him carrying 
4 large Wax-Light ; he had no Hat on, but 
appear d as at home; but dreſt ſo magnifi- 
cently that I my ſelf was ſurprized, all having 


been | ws vom againſt his coming. I beg 
your Par 


don, ſaid he, for making you wait. 
D Foonne and his Wife knowing him, ſhriek'd 
out. You ſee, ſaid he, I am come to Life a- 
in, and return'd to Paris to my Wife, and 
Lare our meeting may be friendly: I ſhall 
forget what is paſt, and am ready to become 
a fancere Friend to you and yours. They ſaid 
not a word, but immediately fled from the 
Table, and would not ſtay tho all the Com- 
ny preſs'd them to it: their Daughter fol- 
ba d ; but the Son being an honeſt, good- 
natur'd Youth ſtaid Supper, and was very 
merry, applauding his Coufin's Reſolution and 
Conduct, and promiſed to uſe all his Intereſt 
with his Father to make up the Differences 
between them amicably, in relation to the 
Accounts between _ _ —_— ae 
uſſy's Minority. e fu lentifully, fun 
ed all night, ſo that " went — Bed 
as tired as if I had rid Poſt for a Week, and 
left the Bride and Bridegroom a-bed when I 
came to you, ſa:4 he to des Ronais ; to- mor- 
row Morning I muſt pay them a Viſit, and 
then if you pleaſe, Meſſieurs des Ronais and 
du Puis to go with me, you ſhall ſee them; 
aſter which, if Madam de Mongey will give 


leave, 
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leave, and receive a Viſit from them, I will 
ingage that ſhe will be perfectly reconciled to 
Monfieur Je Fufſy and his ingaging Lady: 
The Gentlemen accepted the Offer, and a- 
to go with him the next Morning. 
Iam much inclin'd to love Madam 4e Fuſſy, 
faid Madam de Contamine, her Conduct fince, 
has expiated her Fault, and has render'd her 
-- more worthy our Efteem tho not our Imitati- 
on; I will intercede with Madam Je Mongey 
to pardon them. I have already forgot all 
Reſentments, ſaid the beautiful Widow. Were 
I afſured of that, ſaid des Frans, I would 
bring them hither to-morrow. Madam 4 
Mongey, ſaid Madam du Puis, is Sincerity it 
| ſelf, doubt not that Oracle; and if you bring 
them not, you will diſoblige Madam de Con- 
tamine and me; we long to ſee theſe extraor- 
dinary Perſons ; two ſuch Lovers who could 
love for ſeven long Years without the Sight 
of one another, ſaid ſhe looking on Monſieur des 
Ronais, and not fall out, or fuſed one another's 
Truth and Conſtancy, prodigious! Your Ma- 
lice is not quite extinguifhed, my charming 
Miſtreſs ſaid he; tis juſt I ſhould ſuffer a lit- 
tle, tho pardon'd. It is not de Zuffy, ſaid 
des Frans, that I ſo much admire, Men are 
enerally conſtant, tis the Lady is the Wonder, 
nothing is more rare than ſuch a Woman. 
You will be baniſh'd the Converſation of our 
Sex, ſaid Madam de Contamine, for your ma- 
licious Cenſures of us: We all applaud Mon- 
fieur 4e 77 fy, and blame Monfieur 4 Puig, 
here, for his Amours : We cannot look with- 
out Horror on Monfieur Jes Prez, who _ 
I-21 | y 
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baſely abandon'd the Madam de Þ Epine, 
whom we all knew : We condemn the guilty, 
and applaud the virtuous of either Sex, with- 
— | qu5mrantGs but we condemn not in the ge- 
neral. Have you done Madam? ſaid Monſicur 
du Puis, your Ladyſhip is an incomparable 
Judge, we confeſs ; but when you know my 
_— — you will not blame me ſo much; 
as for Monſieur Jes Pres, he rather deſerves 

pity than blame, and you your ſelf, if 
the truth were known to you, would be of my 
Opinion. Will you inform us of it, Sir, an- 
fwer'd Madam des Mongey, you know we 
were Penſioners together in the ſame Convent, 
and I muſt own the manner of her Death has 
made me look on him with Abhorrence, and 
[ſhould be glad to hear his Vindication, fince 
take him to be a very honeſt Gentleman in 
al things elſe. With all my Heart, Madam, 
ſaid be, and, if the Company are willing, I 
will this Hour ſatisfy them all of his Innocence. 
They all defired him to proceed, when Ma- 
dam 4e Lond enter'd the Parlor, and Mon- 
fieur au Puis roſe to receive her, and all the 
Company got up to ſalute her: Well, Madam, 
ſaid he, have F at laſt gain d my Suit? Tes, 
ſaid ſbe ſmiling, your Couſin, whom I have 
left in your Mother's Chamber, has ſo wrought 
with her, that he bas perſuaded you to make 
me happy, ſaid he. en it is in our Miſtreſ- 
ſes Power, fai4 des Ronais, to make us both 
ſo when they pleaſe. By my conſent, ſaid 
des Frans, you ſhall be both Couples marry'd 
on the ſame Day, that you may not envy one 
another's good Fortune, We'll talk o 2 

al 
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ſaid Madam de Londe, another Day; mean 
time, Madam your Mother being unable to 
riſe, ſends me to you all, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, to defire you to ſup in her Chamber; 
ſhe already is ſo good as to treat me as her 
Daughter, that is, without Compliment ; for 
which I think my ſelf highly obliged to her, 
perhaps ſhe had ſomething to ſay to her Kinſ- 
man, and fo ſent me away; but no matter. 
They all went up to the good Lady's Chamber, 
they placed themſelves in a Semi-Circle by 
her Bed-fide ; but Madam ge Contamine and 
the old Lady's Niece, having given a Wink 
to Monficur des Frans, ſtood together ſome 
Minutes in a Corner of the Room diſcourſing 
very earneſtly ; their Converfation laſted a 
pretty while, at which Monfieur des Ronais 
d much diſturb d: the Subject of their 

we ſhall hereafter declare; but 
Madam de Contamine rallied him very wittily 
about. his Uneaſineſs. They fupp'd merrily, 
they ridicul'd y, and inſenfibly fell an 
the Subject of Monſieur des Prev. Madam 
de Londò ſaid, ſhe had heard only a confuſ- 
Account of that Story, and ſeem'd deſiro 
to know it fully; her Lover ſtaid not for 
ther Intreaties, but after Su entertain d 
her and the Company with it, beginning in 
theſe Terms. 1 21 


The End of the Firſt Book. 


* * 
;-» 


= 


BOOK 


French LOVERS. 


The Hiſtory of Monſieur des 
PR 5 and Mademoiſelle de 
_ TEpine: Or, The Cruel Fu- 

ther and Mother. | 


* 


re- 
which I had 
irs dependi 
IRS bctore the Council, which obliged 
me to follow the King, I learn'd 


that the eideſt Mademoiſelle 4% PEpine was 
dead, not three Months fince, in a very de- 
plorable manner; whom I was very ſorry for, 
altho I had no particular Acquaintance with 
her, becauſe ſhe was one of the handſomeſt 
and moſt accompliſh'd young L_ in all the 
Neighbourhood. Every body cried out againſt 
des Prez, and did relate a thouſand Cruelties 
that he did to her ; and I have been told ſo 
much, that tho I could ſcarce believe it poſ- 
fible to be all true, yet I could not oy 
| emn 
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demn him in Part, and think him quite ano- 
ther Man than what I took him for. He was 
not at Paris when I came there, and did not 
come thither till three Months after, and as 
we had been always great Friends together, l 
went firſt to ſee him, and found him ſo 
2 that is, he look'd fo pale and weak, 


that I thought he was juſt recover'd of ſome 


great Indiſpoſition : when I enter'd his Cham- 
ber, F found him ſeated by a Table, with his 
Head leaning on his Hand; the Noiſe I made 
in entering rouſed him out of a profound Me- 
lancholy, in which he ſeem'd even loſt in 
Thought; he roſe, and then I ſpoke to him. 
I ſaw a Letter that was open lying upon the 
Table, writ, as it ſeem'd to me, by a Wo- 
man's Hand. Weembrac'd one another, and 
I made him ſome*Gompliments on his Reco- 
very, and ſeem'd to partake of his Grief, do- 
ing what I could to comfort him. 
Wound. is here, my dear Friend, ſaid he, lay- 
ing his Hand on his Heart, and I ſhall never 
recover it; the Tears at the ſame Inſtant 
came into bis Eyes; then he took the Paper 
that lay on the Table, kifs'd it, and put it 
into a Purſe, which he wore in his Boſom, as 
if it had been a ſacred Relick. There I likewiſe 
perceived hanging on the ſame String Made- 


moiſelle e F Epine's Picture; then he fell a 


fighing, talk d fo diſtractedly, and ſeem'd ſo 
diſorder d in his Senſes, that I could not but 
pity the Condition I ſaw he was in; and be. 
ing curious to know the truth of things, and 
to divert his Grief, I ſaid to him: This Let- 
ter ſhould not have been given to you juſt on 


your 
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Recovery from ſo great an Illneſs, as I 
CG you muſt have pad, and whilſt you 
were ſo weak, they did ill who did it; for if 
] am not much deceived, it is the Occaſion of 
that Grief which at preſent overwhelms you. 

I have not been fick, ſaid he, nor is it this 
Letter that augments my Grief, it only ſerves 
to ſeed it. I think I know the Hand, ſaid 7, 
and that it is Mademoiſelle. Je Epine's wri- 
ting. You are not deceived, ſaid he, it is 
her Hand indeed. Why ſhe cannot write to you 
now, T replied, ſince ſhe is dead as all the 
World ſays. She is indeed, ſaid he, I wiſhto 
God ſhe were not ſo, I ſhould not be here; 
but tho ſhe is dead to the reſt of the World, 
ſhe ſtill lives in my Breaſt. At theſe Words 
his Grief revived, and the big Drops fell from 
his Eyes, and his Sighs redoubled, which 
made me conclude that there were ſome Parti- U 
culari ties in this Affair between him and this yi 
Lady, which were not known to thoſe who had dj) 
related the Story to me. Wherefore I purſued [ 
Diſcourſe and ſaid, Why does the Death of i 
this young Lady concern you ſo much now, Fi 
fince you abandon'd her whilſt ſhe was living? 1 
L abandon her! ſai4 he lifting up his Hands | 
and Eyes, My God! is it poſſible that any body 
can invent ſuch a Falſhood ! *Tis what the 
world believes, ſaid J. What the world 
thinks I value not, ſaid he; but that you, 
who knew me ſo well ſhould credit ſuch a 
ſurpriſes me, ought not you to have jul- 
tified me? But all things conſpire, ſaid I, a- 
gainſt you, and every Circumſtance condemns 
you in appearance. Tis true, ſaid * 6 
or 
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world has been deceived, and I care not; but 
I am defirous_ to diſabuſe you, becauſe I can- 
not bear that you ſhguld think ſo ill of me, 
altho' the little Eſteem you have on this Oc- 
caſion ſhewn for me mightdifpenſe me from it, 
I will give you a hearing when you pleaſe, 

4 J. We are not in a proper Place for it, 
he anſiwer d; but let us take a walk together, 
and as we walk [11 tell you all. I took the 
Opportunity of the Offer, and went into my 
Coach and drove towards Vincennes; all the 
way thither he ſcarce ſpoke three Words, but 
figh'd deeply: So ſoon as we were off the 
Stones in the plain Road, out of the Noiſe of 
the Town, I began to intreat him to begin his 
relation, but could not get two Words from 
him together; but when we came to the 
Wood he bid the Coach ſtop, and did alight 
without ſaying any thing to me, I follow'd 
him ; then he d me to bid the Servants 
wait there, and ſo we went afide into one of 
the privateſt Walks, where we were ſure not 
to be interrupted or overheard, and then he 
began his relation in theſe words : 


There needs nothing more, ſaid he, to re- 
move all thoſe falſe Impreſſions out of your 
Mind which publick Report has occafion'd, 
but to give you a faithful Recital of all that 

has paſt between this unfortunate Lady and 
my ſelf, and then you will know my Innocence 
and her Misfortunes, who was really and truly 
my lawful Wife, and I ſhall likewiſe inform 
you of the Reaſons why I have juſt Cauſe to 
lament all my Life long, that I have _ 
a cently 


EFPICRPEDLEASESSSTUS:TETYY=SWDY2 Seng r 2 


» 


French LOVERS. 191 


cently been the Cauſe of her Death: You 
know that I am unfortunately (for ſo I may 
term it) the only Son of a Man very potent, 
and a great Lawyer; for had he been a meaner 
Perſon, and had leſs Intereſt and Authority, I 


had not been what I now am, that is, the moſt 
miſerable Man on Earth. 


Mary Magdelaine de I Epine, whom you 


did know, was the eldeſt of three Daughters 
and one Son, which her Father left at his 
Death in their Mother's Care; he was by 
Birth an 7raliann, of a good Family, but not 
nich; he came into France with Cardinal 
Mazarine, who gave him an Imploy in France 
28 long as he li 


ived, ſo that his Widow was 
left to take care of the whole Family and all 
his Affairs, amongſt which ſhe had a vexa- 
tious Law-ſuit which was the Cauſe of all m 
Misfortunes; it has laſted a long time, 
is not yet terminated, tho it ought to have 
been ended long fince in juſtice and equity; 
my Father can do a great deal towards it in 
the definitive Sentence that is expected to be 
ven at the next hearing. Madam de PEpine 
ed near my Father's, and came often to ſol- 
licite him to help her in this Affair; ſhe had 
very powerful Recommendations to him, but 
if I had been a Judge the moſt powerful Ad- 
vocate of all would have been her lovely 
Daughter who accompany'd her, you have ſeen 
her ; ſhe was'v ir, and had the fineſt 
light-brown Hair that Eyes could behold ; her 
Face was oval ; her Eyes blue, bright and 


ad the Art o 
ſuadi 


her Voice was ſweet and 


ſhining ; her Look was \prighely and engaging s 
og 
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ſuading whenever ſhe ſpoke ; every Motion 
was . , and — in every 
thing ſhe did and ſaid, inſpired Love and 
gain d Affection; yet in her Face you might 
read that ſhe was not much inclin'd to ſenſual 
Pleaſures : As for her Soul, it was fo great 
and noble that ſhe did merit all that a Wo. 
man could even wiſh for, and deſerved-even a 
Prince rather than a Subject; ſhe was ſincere, 
ingenuous, liberal, capable of keeping a Se- 
cret or Eng ent evento Death ; fruitful in 
Invention, fearful and conſiderate in making 
Reſolutions, butbold and reſolute in executing 
them when made ; ſhe was diſintereſted, a 
ood Friend, and a faithful Miſtreſs 5 ſhe was 
o far from being ambitious that I have heard 
her ſay a thouſand times, that if ſhe might 
have her Choice, ſhe would prefer an humble 
quiet Life, before a Life of pomp and preat- 
neſs, which cannot be obtain'd but at the Ex- 
pence of one's Sincerity and Peace. She was 
very obliging to me always, becauſe ſhe loved 
me; but ſhe was naturally too plain a 
Speaker, and I have often ſeen her do thoſe 
things, which no other worldly Confideration 
could have made her do, except her Love to 
me, only becauſe ſhe knew that it obliged me; 
ſhe was without Reſerve, and —— 
fond of me, without Injury to her Modeſty; 
and I have often ſeen her receive me in her 
Arms, and court my Embraces, when at the 
ſame time I knew, that in her Soul ſhe had 
no manner of Inclination but only to oblige 
me. Ina word, ſhe was the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Miſtreſs and Wife that ever Man coul 
poſſeſs or Imagination form. 71 
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1 firſt ſaw her in a Parlour where my Father 
uſed to give Audience to his Clients, her Mo- 
ther ind: ſhe waited his coming out of, his 
Cloſet ; I was inchanted with her Beauty, 
but did not perceive I was fallen in love; but 
out of Civility I offer d to introduce her to 
the Speech of my Father, ſo I took her by 
the Hand and led her into the Cloſet to him, 
and ſaid to him, Sir, the two Ladies I here 
ſent to you have waited a great while, and 
nl thought they ought to be diſtinguiſh'd from 
athers, they appear 
rence, _ if m ——ů— on be of 
Uſe, at you will ſerve them. 1 
—— out, a Madam 4e  Epine had time to 
fay whatever ſhe would, and ſtaid above an 
Hour with him; I was there when they came 
out, as if it had been by Accident, and ask d 
her if ſhe was well ſatisfy d. Yes, Sir, ſaid 
fe, and we are highly obliged to you ; I 
have acquainted Monſieur your Father, with 
the Injuries and Injuſtice that has been done 
me, and I hope that ere he will do me 
jltice. I wiſh it lay in » Madam, 
ſaid he, to do it for you, andit ſhould be done 
this Hour. She then thank'd me and took 
kave : I perceived that her Daughter bluſn d 
ery time I look d upon her, and turn d away 
her Face from me when I fix'd my Eyes upon 
ber. I ſent one of my Footmen to watch, and 
zie me notice when ſhe and her Siſters were 
it their Door in the Evenings, and went often 
lither to them, and ſometimes we went and 
alk d in the Fields and - Groves together, 
ut I never was left _ with this young' 


Lady 
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Lady ; I was very well received there both by 
the Mother and Daughters, not only for the 
Service I had done, but for thoſe I might do 


them. 
When the time of the Year came that 


made it unfit for walking, I went there to 
ſpend the Evening in playing at Cards; we did 
not play high, only a Trifle for our Diverſion, 
and for a Pretext for me to ſtay, and go thi- 
ther every Night, I d to form a little 
Society, which held for a great while; after 
we agreed to play for a ſmall matter and make 
a Bank, that we might have more Diverſion, 
and change the Scene by a little Treat now 
and then, fo we choſe a Treaſurer by a Ma- 
jority of Voices, into whoſe Hands all the 
oney that was loſt was to be depoſited; and 
then, when there was enough for a Treat, we 
were to take ſome little Journey of Pleaſure, 
and ſpend it to every Body's Satisfaction. 
My Propoſal being thus approved of, eight 
of us agreed upon, who were the Players; Mite 
that is to ſay, the two eldeſt young Ladies 
de Epine, two very pretty Ladies 
their Neighbours, and the vers of 
theſe four Ladies, whom I have no need to 
name to you, We obliged our ſelves to come 
every Night, and it was agreed that Monfieur her 
de F Epine, who was but a Youth, ſhould ſup- Peaſe 
ply the Place of any one of us who happend 
to be abſent, and that the Perſon whoſe Place Ne. 
he ſupplied ſhould pay what he loſt, and if be and o 
ain'd, double it. This was oppoſed by his Fi 
other and Sifters 5 but we made it paſs 
The Ladies were exempted from this oy : 
2028 | F a 
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ind each of the Men were obliged to pay for 
bis abſent Miſtreſs, We would all of us have 
nade our Forfeits pretty high, but in that we 
rere over-ruled by the Ladies; and as we 
ud every one of us our particular Views, we 
eadom fail'd of coming, ſo that the Treaſury 
yould not have been greatly inrich'd by the 
ferfeits had they been greater; the Ladies 
were to forfeit nothing but Kifles ; and Ma- 
lemoiſelle: Mary Mag delaine ge I Epine was 
our Treaſurer, Thus we play'd at Cards every 
Erening, and I endeavour'd all I could to 
beak to her alone, but in vain 5 and no Per- 
could be more reſerved than ſhe was for 
fur whole Months. She ſaw very well that I 
id not look on her with Indifference, and 
that ſome other Reaſon, and not my Inclina- 
tion to Gaming, drew me thither ; but ſhe ſo 
aefully avoided giving me an Opportunity of 
baking to her alone, that ſhe never learn d 
e Truth from my own Mouth. We look'd 
ao. our Treaſury on the Feaſt of St. Martin, 
adtho we had not play'd high, yet we found 
s had Money enough to make a handſome 
reat 5 and having choſen our Company, we 
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to gaſt an Evening the moſt agreeably that ever 
me {paſt one in all my Life, and yet we did not 
eur Whend all our Stock; and every body was ſo 
up- Pealed that we all reſolved to- play on, that 
nd e might have a Bank to feaſt on Chri/tmas- 


ve, two or three times in the Holy-Days, 
and on Zeelfth-Day, and to end the Feſtival 
tha fine Supper, and a great Ball, which 
doubted not to effect if we went on, and 
xy ſplendidly too. Thus our Society was 
+ K 2 4 | frac 
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farther ingaged than ever, and our Forfeits 
increaſed. | 

Yet notwithſtanding all my Aſſiduity, I ad. 
vanced nothing in my Leve-Affair, my Miſ. 
treſs was always in Com either with her 
Mother or Siſters all the Day, and in the Even- 
ings the Company gave her Opportunity of 
avoiding me, without ſeeming to do it out of 
Deſign ; ſo that at laſt, being reſolved to de- 
.clare my Paſſion, and know what I had to 
hope for from her, my Love being too exceſlive 
to permit me to continue in this Incertitude 
any longer, I writ this Letter. 


Madam, 

5 U are 400 clear ſighted not to perceitt 
that I am 4iſtraftedly in love with you; 

for tho I could never get an Opportunity 10 
zell you ſo, my-Eyes have inform'd you of the 

Secret: the Preſence of ſo many Strangers 

and Friends with which you are perpetually 

attended, and the Pains I obſerve you alway 
take to avoid being alone with me, - have obli- 
ged me to keep ſilence hitherto, and forces 
me to make uſe of my Pen, to affiire you that 

I love you paſſtonately, and that all the Hay 
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 pineſs of my Life depends on you. If you are my 
not the moſt cruel of all the lovely Sex, you ap 
vill uo longer fly me; but give me an Oppor- but 
tunity to throw my ſelf at your Feet, hear cont 
my Complaints, and, at leaſt, pity the lan- pe#l 
guiſbing Hips _ 

| 3 des PRE Z. 155 

P. 8. The Felicity of my Life"Hepends 5 
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upon your Anſtwer. 


1 


French LOVERS. 197 


t 1 put this Letter into her. Hand, much 
afraid ſhe would return it unopen'd, becauſe 
ſhe ſeem'd in ſome diſorder ; but ſhe ſlip'd 
it into her Pocket bluſhing, without look: 

upon me; and I .obſerved that ſhe was not ſo 


gay, or play'd at Cards fo 7 as ſhe woo 
e next Day, 


todo, this Evening. I return'd t 
and placed my ſelf next her at play, ſhe pre- 
tended to. let fall ſomething, and in ſtooping 
to take it up drop'd a Letter into my Coat- 
— which I was ſo impatient to read that 
role from the Table immediately, and de- 
fired Madam her Mother to play for me, 
whilſt I ſtept into another Room and read it. 
k contain d nothing but only an Appointment 
for me to meet her the next Morning at the 
holy Chapel, whilſt her Mother was gone to 
the Palace, or Hall, with her Lawyer about 
her Proceſs. I return'd to play, tranſported 
that our Amour ſhould begin with a Rendez- 
wuz, the thing I moſt wiſh'd for, and I fail'd 
not the Appoiptment ; ſhe came ſome Mi- 
antes after me, and the laſt Maſs being ended, 
which was begun when we enter'd, we ſtaid 
till the Crowd was gone, then. I. approached 
der: Well, Madam, ſaid I ſoftly, ſhall I know. 
my Deſtiny this happy Moment Am I to 
happy or wretched? I cannot tell, ſard /be, 
© but my Soul preſages no good to us if you 
continue to purſue me, and my Reaſon would 
-perluade me to deſire you to come no more 
where I am, that I may never look u ou 
again. Theſe are very unkind. Thoughts, 
dam, ſaid I, and I beg you'd. entertain no 


lacb, but rather conſult your Heart whether 1 
3 am 
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am altogether indifferent to you, and if you can 
reſolve to fee me no more. Alas ! ſaid /be, 1 
made ſuch Reſolutions laſt Night, nay I came 
forth this Mating with this Defign ; but Com. 
paſſion, or ſomething more powerful, pleads in 
your favour, and I find my ſelf inclin'd to con- 
tinue our Friendſhip if you will defire nothing 
more ; for tho Po are not indifferent to me, 
yet I hope I il never forget my Duty ſo 
much as to do any thing contrary to my Mo- 
ther's liking, who muſt diſpoſe of me as ſhe 
_ pleaſes ; therefore I. muſt not love you with. 
out her leave. At theſe words ſhe ſeem'd 
much diforder'd, and I was fo tranſported with 
Joy that I could not refrain from ſeizing and 
iſſing her Hand notwithſtanding the Place 
was altogether improper, and I felt a Joy of 
which I was never fenfible before : Reflec- 
ting that we ſhould be obſerved, I perſuaded 
her to go with me to a Bookſeller's juſt by, 
who knew me; there we retired into his 
Parlour, and talk'd freely ; and the at laſt 
confeſt ingenuouſly that ſhe had loved me 
from the firſt Moment that ſhe ſaw me, and 
hoped I would nor eſteem her leſs for making 
this Confeſſion, ſhe bluſh'd, and the Tears 
drop'd from her Eyes. I was in Raptures, 
and made her a thouſand Vows and Protef- 
tations of Affection; and indeed I was charm'd 
beyond Expreſſion with her Sincerity, and | 
made her own that ſhe came with her Mother 
to my Father's only to have the Sight of me, 
and that ſhe was drawn inſenſibly by her Pal-F 
fion to ſeek my Company; in fine, that nei 


ther Ambition, nor aby other mean Conſiders: 
r tion, 
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tion, had induced her to love me; but that it 
was purely the Work of Heaven. I ſaid all 
the tender things imaginable, to convince her 
that I loved her to exceſs, and to expreſs my 
Gratitude. | Alas ! ſaid fbe, I believe all you 
ſay; we both love, and both confeſs it, yet I 
fear we are not born far one another ; for tho 
Jam of a good Family, yet it does not _ 
yours, your Fortune excels mine a hundred 
times, and beheve me, ſhould ' you preſume 
to offer any thing that was not honourable, I 
ſhould ſcorn and deteſt you: Theſe are the 
cruel Reaſons that perſuade me it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for me io ſee you no more. For 
otherwiſe I can ſee no means by which our 
continuing this unhappy Affection can have a 
fortunate End for either of us; for you, be- 
cauſe you will loſe more advantageous Offers, 
and igcur your Pamily's Diſpleaſure; and for 
me, — the whole World is ſenſible that 
Lam not a fit Match for you, and will therefore 
miſconſtrue your Viſits to me much to my diſ- 
advantage, and ſo at leaſt, if it be without 
prejudicing my Virtue, it will blaſt my Repu- 
tation, and I ſhall — pay for the Pleaſure 
Irake-in ſeeing you. = that I had 
confider'd all this before ; but that I had re- 
ſolved to love on: That tho it: was true that 
we could not hope that we could be publickly 
marry'd; and live happily during my Father's 
lifetime, yet, as I was of age, we might be 
marry'd privately ; and that it was permitted 


uss to love and enjoy one another's Company 


with Virtue and Innocence; that I ſhould find 
Priefts enough to * if ſhe would con- 
N 4 


ſent 
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ſent; and that if it was diſcoverid, other 
Countries would afford us a Retreat to fly to, 
till my Father's Rage was paſt. To all this 
ſhe gave noother Anſwer, but ſhook her Head 
and cry d, all theſe are vain Chimera's, and that 
ſhe would never conſent to a Marriage that 
would expoſe me to my Father's Difpleafure, 


and drive me out of France, which perhapa, 


ſaid fbe, he may find means to do * ; or ſup- 
poſing we can find an Ecclefiaſtick ſo bold as 
to marry us, when it ſhall be diſcover'd it will 
be declar'd clandeſtine and annull d, and you 
will be taken frem me, and I can hope for no- 
thing elſe but to be ſhut up in a Convent for 
the reſt of my Days, diſgrac'd and ruin'd ; 
without doubt you your felt will then deſpiſe 
and hate me for procuring theſe Misfortunes to 
both, and ſhewing ſo little Affection for you 
as to conſent to your Ruin: Poſſeſſion will 
t an End toDefire; and this laſt Misfortune 
dread more than all the reſt; your Love is 
all I covet on Earth, and I would rather ſuffer 
Death than live bereft of your Affection; 
Beaury will fade, and Time changes both the 
Pace and Mind; and how inſupportable would 
it be for me to hear that you were marry'd to, 
and fond of another, when I was ſhut for 
ever from your Sight, and my ruin'd Children 
left unregarded. This touch'd me to the Soul, 
I was fo charm'd with her Senſe, that I could 
not but admire the Juſtneſs of her Reaſoning ; 


— 
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I faid all chat Man could to remove her Fears, 
| wiped away her Tears, vow'd eternaF Love 
and Conſtaney, and ſeal'd thoſe Vows upon her 
Bips; yet I could not perſuade her to lay thofe 
Scruples-aſftde ; I found love pleaded for me 
in her Breaſt, but Reaſon govern d. We at 
laſt went into the Shop, and her Mother pab 
fing by, it being in her way as ſhe went 
home, found us together; and ſuſpecting no- 
thing ſeem'd pleaſed, faying, Sir, I have met 
wirh you very fortunately, for I have Occa- 
hon for your Aſſiſtance. I. preſently aſſur d 
her I was intirely- ar- her Service. Then ſhe 
ask'd me if I did not know a Gentleman whom 
ſhe named. I told her yes, he was one of my 
particular Friends, and that I believed he 
would do me any Service. Then ſhe told me 
that it depended only upon him to let her re- 
ceive ſome Money that was due to her; for he 
had ſeiz'd the Money and Effects of a Man 
who was indebted to her, and had paid the reſt 
ot the Creditors and himſelf, and would not pay 
her tho there was Money enough remaining in 
bis Hands, nay more; that he had made this . 
deizure only to prevent her having her Debt: 
1 along with her to my Friend, 
immediately, on my ſpeaking, did all ſne 
deſired : So ſhe received 2 return d 
me thanks, and I waited upon -her and ber- 
fair Daughter home. 
I went. thither again at Night,. according 
to cuſtom, and then my Miſtreſs appear'd very 
nfive and melancholy, ſo that fome of the 
mpagy ask'd her what was the Matter, 
and if ſhe was not well? She ſaid ſhe was 
1. well.! 
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well in health; but indeed ſhe and I had 
been in a Bookſeller's Shop in the Morning, 
where we had read a Story of two Lovers 
whoſe fatal Love had coſt them their Lives, 
which had made, ſuch an Impreſſion on her 
Mind that ſhe. could not ſhake it off. I ob- 
ferved, where ſhe made the Application of 
this feign'd Story, and was concern d at it; 1 
writ to her about it the next Day, but re- 
ceived no Anſwer; and I could not prevail 
with her " ive me any other Meeti f tho! 
importuned her perpetually, nor coul et a 
Line from her. ie ven d me, but 1 — 
forted my ſelf with obſerving that ſhe con- 
ftrain'd. herſelf to act thus unkindly, and only 
ſtrove to conquer her Paſſion, which 1 doubted 
not would get the Maſtery at laſt, We paſs d 
the Midnight-maſs together at Chriſtmas, 
with our little Society, and were very merry: 
New-year's:4ay came, and L gave New-ycar's 
gifts to all the Company, on purpoſe to haves 

retext to give her one; ſo-I preſented Snuff. 
boxes, ſweet Gloves, Ribbons, Prayer-books, 
and ſuch flight Toys to the reſt; but I did not 
only give her a Pair of Gloves in publick, but 
E afterwards ſent her a very five Striking 
Gold Watch, with a Letter in which I men- 
tion d nothing of Love, becauſe 1 knew it 
would be ſeen by the reſt of the Family: l 
only told her, That finding that there ere 


Diſputes very often about the Time of Nagl, 
no body being willing to quit the Cards, the 
whole Syciety being deſirous to promote the 
Fublick Good ; and that as our 2 aig 
o al- 

avays 


nat agree, I hong bi it beſt rhat hers 
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ways be the Oracle that ſhould determine our 
Differences, being aſſured that there was not 
one of us but would be proud of ſubmitting to 
ber in any thing in-whom all the Society con- 
fed, and who was herſelf the Perſon to 
whom they entruſted the Direction of them- 
ſelves and Fortunes. My Letter was publick- 
read to the Company, and they obliged her 
to keep the Watch (which ſhe would have re- 
turned me) which was all 1. deſired. 80 IL 
writ her another Letter, in which I declared 
my Deſign in making this Aſſembly, That it 
uus not any liking that I had tu Gaming, but 
enly to haue her Cumpany: Tbat I bad ſent 
ber this Watch to 2 — her in miud of me each. 
Hour, ſince I thought of ber continnally, 
beping fe would at laſt fix the bappy Minute 
n ſhe wonld give me a Meeting: again; 
which <vas what I eatncſtly deſired + But I. 
could not obtain this Favour of her as yet. 
Twelfth. tide came, and we all ſupp'd toge- 
ther three times, between that and Candle- 
maſs, yet I gain'd nothing of her; and tho Ii 
was ve x'd at my ill Succeſs, yet I ſtill conti 
med to believe ſhe loved me, and her mat. 
ner of treating me always, tho in publick, con- 
firmed me in that Opinion; but now IL. met: 
with new Troubles. 
My Father began to be diſpleas d at my con- 
„ ual Vifies to Madam e l Bpine's ; he ſaid- 
„ching during the Winter and Carnaval ; 
but when he ſaw continued to paſs the Leni 
in the fame manner, he grew. fearſul that the 
4% od Lady, whom he knew to be a very felf-- 
_ | intereſted Woman, might draw me into ſome 
0 —_ 
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Ingagements- with her Daughter which he 
Mould not approve of, and therefore thought 
it Wiſdom to prevent it. 4 

- He-began to rally me; and ſeeing I con- 
tinued my Viſits, he at laſt forbid me going 
thither 3 but -did-not obey him, and did not 


acquaint my Miftreſs nor her Mother with 
one word of: what he had ſaid tome: On 


which he. took it in his Head, that the old 
Lady perſuaded me againſt him; and ſo took 
a Prejudice to her, and had like to have 
ſerved her a Lawyer's Trick; but he contented 
bimſelf with only frighting her, for tho he was 
very paſſionate and haſty, yet he always 
_ himſelf a juſt Judge, and a Man of 
n 

This Lady's Procurator ſurprized - her ex- 
tremely by telling her that my Father was 
difpleas'd. with her; ſhe defired to- know for 
what, for as ſhe was certain that all our Ac- 
tions were very innocent, ſhe could not poſſi · 
bly imagine che Cauſe of his Diſcontent. She 
told me of this in the Evening, and 1 too well. 
knew the Cauſe,” but I did not think fit to 
diſcover it to her. The next Morning ſhe 
came to my Father's; to: defire me to. intro- 
duce her to him, being wholly ignorant of bis 
Thoughts; for her Daughter- and I had al- 
ways behaved-our {Elves with ſo much Reſer- 

neſs, being never. alone ther, that no 
body could ſuſpect any thing; but 1- did: not 
defire that. they: ſhould meet, id I told her 
my Father was lock d up in his Cloſet about 
ſome Affairs of great importance which. would 
keep him there a long time, and that Ideſired 
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ſhe would go home and wait my coming, fos 
I would _ to him myſelf, and bring her 
word if ſhe could ſee him any time that Day. 
She doubted not the truth of what I ſaid, and 
ſo was going away ; but as I was waiting of 
her to the Gate, we met with my Father, un- 
luckily, who was entering the Houſe, having 
gone out of his Cloſet by a Pair of Back- 
fairs ; the Surprize I ſeem'd to be in con- 
firm'd his Suſpicions. Your Buſineſs is not 
with 'me, m. a he, I ſappoſe. Ex- 
cuſe me, Sir, ſaid be, came with deſign to 
aſk you in what —. And 1 alſo, cry 7 -in- 
terrupting her, — If you, Madam, ſaid he, 
would ſpeak to me, I have time to hear you; 
be pleaſed to —.— my Cloſet, and I will 
tell you what I have to- ſay to you; She fol- 
low'd him, and I:remain'd behind more dead 
than alive, with fear. | 

I ſtole to the Cloſet-door, and there heard 
all the fatal Diſcourſe : He ſpoke to her very 
civilly at firſt, and then in a higher Tone, as 
a Man that 4 to be obey d: I doubt 
not, Madam, ſaid he, but that you and yours 
are as virtuous-a8- you- appear to be, and that 
your Conduct within-doors-is altogether agree- 
able to that you ſhew abroad; and therefore 1 
am eee that you ſhould entertain my 
Sen every Day, contrary to my Commands 
which I have aid upon him; and tho I db not 
put an ill Conſtruction upon it, yet, believe 
me, the World will ; and it will prejudice 
your Daughter's Honour : Prevent it, I ad- 
viſe. you, by baniſhing binn your Houſe ; and 
if-Cer a be of your Daughters be ſo fooliſh. 
as. 
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as to believe he defigns honourable Love to 
her, and yields to his Deſires, it will be the 
worſe for her; for I promiſe that ſhe ſhall re. 

t it dearly : I hope nothing has paſt as yet 
— is innocent; but the World begins 
to talk of it, and that ought to make you 
break off the Commerce, and not permit of 


his coming any more. | 


Never was any Perſon more ſurpris d than 


Madam e Ebine; ſhe was at firſt much in- 
raged, but was forced to moderate her Paſſion 
becauſe ſhe had need of his Aſſiſtance. Lou 
have, Sir, ſaid He, let me into a Secret of 
which I was before intirely ignorant; I do 
not know what draws your Son to my Houſe, 
but I can ſafely ſwear, that if Monſieur 4es 
Prez has an Amour with either of my 
Daughters, IL am a Stranger to it, and the 
Publick ſees that abroad that I could never. 
diſcover or perceive in my own Houſe. I had 
never permitted of his Viſits there but in re- 
ſpe, as being your Son; and that I had rea- 

n to. hope that he would continue to aſſiſt 
me, as he has already done, with you, in my. 
Law-ſuit: He made a ſmall Society for al ittle 


innocent Diverſion at play, and that and no 


other Reaſon, I believe, drew him to my 
Houſe ſo frequently; I am very ſenfible that 


| ne'er a one of my Daughters can expect ſo 


rich and noble a Husband as he is, in a Coun- 
try where Intereſt alone procures ſuch Alli- 
ances ; but I beg that you will believe, that 


I have bred them above doing any thing that 


is beneath themiclree or di ſnonourable: And 
pray oblige me, Sir, with the knowledge of 
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what the World fays, and on which of my 
three Daughters the Odium is caſt. Madam, 
ſaid he, neither of them is particularly named, 
nor is their Virtue ſuſpected; but his Aſſidu- 
ity and continual Reſort to your Houſe is cen- 
ſured. Then *tis only Reports, without any 
particular Grounds, ſai4 ſbe, that are ſpread 
abroad ? which 1 will take care to put an 
End to: And from this Day I defire that 
Monſieur 4es Pres, your Son, will never more 
honour us with his Viſits ; I ſhall ſpeak to 
bim in ſuch manner as ſhall convince you, 
that I have never coveted his Company with 
any View or Defign that could diloblige. or 
diſquiet you. You have no need, Madam, 
ſaid he, to make wy noiſe, or a& fo as to 
give new Occaſions of publick Diſcourſe ; tis 
enough that you privately defire him to re- 
frain coming ſo. frequently, otherwiſe the 
a} 


World will that you. forbid . him out of 
Revenge, becauſe it was taken notice of; act 
wiſely and without Paſſion, tis enough that 
I believe you had no ill Deſign in entertaini; 

bim. She promiſed to do as he deſired, as} 
then ſhe ſpoke to him about her Law-ſuit, 


and he promiſed his Aſſiſtance to the utmoſt, 


and pertorm'd that Promiſe that ſame Day; 
but as for this part of the Diſcourſe I did not 
regard it, but left the Place in ſuch Diſtraction 
that I knew. not what to do, If I went to my 
Miſtreſs I knew the Compliment her Mother 
would make me; and if I did not go, it would 
be the ſame thing as if I had already received 
the Aﬀront ; ſo I did not go till the next 9 


3 


when L had prepared a Letter for my Mpeg, 
3 


* 
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and I gave it her unſeen ; and theſe were the 
Contents of it. . 


Madam, | 
To. Predictions begin to be verified, and 
the Promiſe I have made to you of Figdeli- 


ty, will now be manifeſted to be true; I know. 


all your Mother has to ſay to me, which I ra- 
ther chuſe to hear than live a Day longer 
avithout a Sight of you; which it is -almeſtim- 
poffeble for me to do: I have endured” inſup- 
portable Torments ſince wwe parted, and am 
now reſolved to brave my Deſtiny ; tho I am 
going to receive a Sentence worſe than Death, 
yet the Pleaſure of a Sight of you once more, 
will fully recompence all my Pains. How: is 
7 Sou atſtracted Why did I not ſee you 
Yeſterday? to arm you for this Shock, to beg 
you to conceal the tender Sentiments that you 
ave for me, the only Thought that keeps me 
ſtill alive. Tes, my Charmer, let us deteive 
the World, and out-wit my cruel Father ; ſeem 
indifferent, nay, even cruel to me; govern 
your Looks and Tongue, hide Concern at 
this ſad News ; yet, alas! Tall die upon the 
Spot, if I perceive not Love ſparkling in your 
Fyes and glowing in your Face. Now, my 
Angel, private Aſſggnations are neceſſary, now 
point me out ſome happy Place, where we may 
meet to ſigh and weep on one another's' Bo- 
foms, where I may claſp and hold yon tommy 
throbbing Heart, and breathe .my Griefs on 
your off Breaſt; not all the Fiends that 
Flague the World, nothing but Death, ſb 


all 
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keep me from you: Tis not for me to preſeribe 
lle Tims and Place to you 725 2 Je at 
Maſs to-morrow at the Minimes-Chapel, I 
will be there from eight to twelve at Noon 
0h ! could you but meet me there, how bl 


you would make | 
The Miſerable. 

des PREZ. 

I gave. her this Letter unperceived by any 


body, tho all the little Society were met, ane 


lat down to play: I 1 my ſelf next her 
at the Table, every there being before- 
hand apprized of the — that was to 
be made to me. There was a kind of general 
Silence for ſome time, and at laſt Madam 4s 
[Epine began her 8 in this- manner: 
Sir, you would have deceived me, and have 
made me run the Riſque of diſobliging your 
Father Monfieur Jes Pres, which you are ſen- 
fible I ought at this time to take care of; I 
know not the Motives of your acting thus, but 
lam too fenfible that he is diſpleas'd with 
— coming ſo frequently to m Houſe, for he 
as given me to und that he is 

benfive of ſome ill Conſequences from it; 
wherefore I believe that: you will not take it 
amiſs that I do all I can-to prevent the pro- 
curing to my ſelf ſo potent an Enemy ; and 
altho you do me and mine a very great Ho- 
mas" your Vifits here, and more indeed than 
your. Father thinks we merit, yet I muſt be 
obliged to entreat you not to repeat them: I 


ſhould. not perhaps have ſo much Condelcems 
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fion for his Commands if my Law-ſuit was 
decided, which I mention becauſe you ſhould 
be perſuaded that it is much againſt my In. 
clination that I make you this Requeſt ; it is 
not enough that our Conduct is altogether in- 
nocent, but we muſt give no room for Cen- 
ſure : This is the Doctrine 1 am to preach to 
you, my Daughters Reputation will ſmart by 
your coming hither, and this I — to take 
care of above all things, becauſe their Fortune 
depends upon it; and therefore, Sir, you can. 
not blame me for what I do. | 

I am ſenfible, Madam, ſaid J, that my Fa- 
ther has vex'd you, and am very ſorry for it; 
and that he has mention'd his idle Suſpicion, 
which I would have concealed from you ; but 
fince it is ſo, I will not be the Occaſion of any 
Misfortune to you: The reaſon of my Viſit: 
here, was becauſe: I cannot find ſo agreeable 
and well-choſen a any where elſe, a: 
our little Society is, I know you are con. 
Qrain'd to act thus, and therefore I ſhall ever 
be ready to ſerve you and yours on all Occa- 
ſions ; but you mu miſe not to hate me 
for his Caprice, and that you even permit me 
to come ſometimes to aſſure you of the Conti: 
nuance of my Friendſhip, I will come fo {cl 
dom that you ſhall receive no Prejudice by it. 
This was granted me, and thus I was in 2 
manner baniſh'd this Lady's Houſe ; but tbo 
I could not ſee my Miſtreſs every Day, yet 
my Love-Affair ſucceeded the better, and our 
Paſſion was augmented by this Conſtraint. 
She. fail'd not coming the next Morning to 


the Minimes Church, but ſtaid no longer than 


ro 
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to make an Appointment with me for the 
next Day, at a Church at the fartheſt part of 
the Suburbs, where we accordingly met, and 
walk d for three Hours amongſt the Tombs 
diſcourfing of our Misfortunes; I told her, I 
found it 1mpoffible to live without her, and 
that if ſhe did not take pity on me, and yield 
to what I was going to propoſe, ſhe muſt ex- 
pe to ſee me ſoon either dead or in a Con- 
vent: She ſcem'd ſenſibly rouch'd. At laſt I 
propoſed to her, to be privately marry'd : As 

r what my Father can give me, ſaid I, I care 
not ; the Eſtate left by my Mother, which 1 
now pofleſs, is enough to make us happy, our 
Meetings thus in publick Places will ſoon be 
5 3 of, and 1 cannot, in Conſideration 
of your Reputation, carry you to any private 
Place, but, 155 my Wife; 1 Chamber 15 the 
only fit Place for us to meet in, you may be 
known going in or out of the Houſe, and no- 
thing but your being my Wife can ſecure your 
Honour when it is diſcover d: Make up your 
Reſolutions, tho my Father can difinherit me, 
and drive me from your Mother's, yet my own 
Eftate, my Heart and Hand, he cannot com- 
mand, that ſhall be always yours. Alas? 
ſaid 2 ig bing, how can I refuſe to make you 
happy if my Honour can be ſecured, and I can 
with Innocence be yours? A Prieſt, ſaid J. 
ſhall make us lawfully one, and we will have 
none but ſuch Witneſſes as we think fit to 
2 14 She conſented, 1 

cam” er Eyes : 'Ha or unhappy, 
ſaid ſbe, it is — 99 ſhall N Iam 
guided by a Paſſion of which I am not the 
2 " Miſtreſs ; 
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Miſtreſs; give me no Cauſe to repent loving 
vou, nor love me leſs for owning it and not 
diſſem bling. I claſp'd her in my Arms, and 
cry'd, No, my dear Magaelaine, you ſhall 
never repent of it; I will get all things 
ready, and give you notice; in the mean time 
you may . 


bove all things ; the fear of lofing her Law- 
ſuit, will make her ſacrifice me and you to 
your Father, and I hall ſoon be clap'd up ina 
Convent. How then, ſaid J, ſhall I ger a 
Sight of n ive you notice when all is 
ready, if no bod hd bn our Intereſt? I ſhall 
loſe no time to make us happy; who ſhall 
convey my Letters to your —_—_ or yours to 
mine ? None but our ſelyes, ſaid ſbe : The 
Morning you would write to me, mu by. and 
make. a Mark with Chalk on the en- wall, 
over · againſt my Cloſet- window, and I will 
leave it open all the Day, and take the Key 
of the Door in my Pocket; fo that in 
by at Night you may throw a Letter in, and 
Mall be ſure to find it: And when. I will give 
the Anſwer, the Pot of Flowers that ftands in 
my Window, ſhall be placed on the outſide; 
ſeeing this Sign, be ſure to be there at eleven 
a-clock that Night to receive my Letter, 
which I will throw out to you; thus we ſhall 
not fear being betray'd, having no Confidents, 
and let this be as ſeldom as poſſible for. fear of 
being obſerved: few People paſs. by at that 
Hour of the Night, and I will watch for you; 
and by this means we ſhall hear from one an- 


ether, This concluded on we parted, and I 


return d 


| retly acquaint your Mother of 
our Deſign. Oh ! no, ſaid foe, I fear her a- 
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teturn' d home to my Father's, in whoſe Face 
| could read a malicious Satisfaction, but I took 
no notice ; and fearing leſt he ſhould have me 
watch'd, I was above cight Days without ſce- 
ing or even writing to my Miſtreſs, and yet I 
faid leſs at home than ever. 

My Precautions proved very uſeful to me 
for 1 was really dogg'd wherever I went, a 
Madam de PF Epine was acquainted with m 
Proceedings, which ſet her Mind at reſt. 1 
obſerved a Man to follow me ſeveral times in 
my way as I walk'd abroad, but I ſeem'd not 
to take any notice of it, but to wait to be bet- 
ter ſatisfy'd ; I began to ſuſpect 


ing an Errand I ſent him to the Jeſuits- 


College, and ſo foon as he was out of fight I 


threw my ſelf into a Hackney-coach, ſeeming 
to hide my ſelf; I order'd the Coach to ſtop 


at the Fauxbourg St. Germains, at the Hotel 


des Moſque taires, where I had a Coufin- 
an lived ; I found him at home, and 

be told me he and ſome Company were going 
to dine at Meudon, and I ſhould be welcome: 
I accepted the Offer, and I ſaw the Man 
who had follow'd me from a Tavern-door 
ſhew me to another, but I did not ſeem to 
perceive it. We went to the Place appointed, 
and ſpent the whole Day there very merrily. 
At my return home 1 ſaw the ſame Man fol- 
low us, and ſometime after I ſaw the ſame 
Man who had ſhew'd me to the other, enter 
my Father's Houſe, the ſame whom T had 
ſeen at the Zeſuirs-College-gate that Morning, 
and had a great mind to examine him; but 1 
| thought 


a little Lac- 
ey who follow'd me, and under Pretence of 
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thought it beſt to ſay nothing; ſo I only aſk'd 
the Porter who that Man was. He ſaid he 
did not know ; but that he came in the Mor- 
ning about ten a- clock, and was admitted to 
ſpeak to my Father; who, after Dinner, not 
knowing where I was, went to vii. Madam 
de  Epine, whom he luckily found alone with 
all her three Daughters, who were all at work 
a making Tapeſtry. 

This made me more circumſpect than be- 
fore, ſo I writ to my Miſtreſs, that ſhe might 
not be ſurprized at not ſecing me ſo long, and 
at-my not performing what I had promiſed ; 
and ſhe gave me an Account in her Anſwer, 
of the ſurprizing Viſit my Father had made 
them, thinking, doubtleſs, that we had been 
together : She recommended Secrecy to me, 
above all things; and to take ſuch Meaſures 
that we might have nothing to fear: The reſt 
was only, Aſſurances of a conſtant Affection, 
and a thouſand things of the. like Nature, 
which are Trifles in the Eyes of the World, 
but more valuable than Crowns and Empires 
to Lovers. I was very cautious the remainder 

of the Leut, and all Eaſter Holy - days, that is 
to ſay, ſor near two Months, and ſucceeded ſo 
well that all Suſpicions were at an End, and 1 
was no longer watch d; and now I reſolved to 
execute my D | | | 

I had often ſeen a Man come to my Father's 
to write for his Secretary, who ſeem'd a Man 
fit to be truſted ; his Countenance pleaſed me, 
and I fancy'd he would ſerve me faithfully. I 
order d him to be call'd to me, and, to find 
out his Temper and gain him, I order d him 


to 


| 
) 
t 
L 
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to write out ſome Love-letters which I com- 
d, and charged him to be ſecret ; the 
next Day I got my ſelf ſhew'd the way to his 
Houſe; I knew very: well that he could not have 
done what I order'd, but I had a mind to ſee his 
Houſe, and whether it ſuited my Defign : I 
found it according to my Deſire; it was large 
ind handſome, the Apartments were ſpa- 
cious and clean ; but what I liked above all 
was, that it was in a Part of the City very far 
from ours, and in a Place very private and lit- 
tle frequented ; I ſaw likewiſe a Bill on the 
Door for Lodgings to be let, which was what 
[wanted : He was ſurprized to ſee me, and 
the mranneſs of the Furniture ſhew'd the In- 
digence of his Condition. I. ſent for ſome- 
thng for Breakfaſt, and made him eat with 
me ; and under Pretence of paying him for 
what he had already done roy e him a 
ſmall Preſent, which Wr ingaged him to 
my” Service. This Man had a Wife, who 
ſeem d not very ſcrupulous, and fit to manage 
n Intrigue; ſo I reſolved to firſt break the 
Matter to her. I left them fill'd with a great 
Opinion of my Generoſity, as I found at my 
return, which was two Days after., when 
ſaw him come ſoon in the Morning to my Fa- 
ther's, and ſo knew that he was not at home ; 
on which I went to his Houſe, on pretence to 
ſee ſome Writings I had given him to do ; his 
Wife would have gone to look for him, but I 
hinder'd her and ſaid, that not being in any 
baſte. I would ſtay and chat with her till he 
came; ſo I again ſent for a Breakfaſt, and 
made her eat with me, tho with ſome diffi - 


culty. 
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culty. I was doubtful of my Footman, there. 
fore I ſent him back to my Father's, to bid 
he Husband come to me. If this Woman 
had been either young or handſome I would 
not have done this, for fear of making her 
| Husband jealous, but ſhe was ſo much the 
reverſe of both, that there was no Ground; 
for Cenſure ; but ſhe had Wit, and that was 
all I wanted. I talk'd at firſt to her about 
her Condition and Way of Life; and ſhe 
made great Complaints of the Miſery of the 
Times, that her Husband could now get little 
or nothing, and that they found it difficult to 
live. That is to ſay, ſaid 7, that if you 
could find a Way to get a grear deal more, 
without running any great Risk, you would 
not refuſe the Offer. No certainly, Sir, ſaid 
He with a Tone that convinced me ſbe was in 
carneſt. Well then, 1 J. can you keep a 
Secret? Yes, ſaid be, my Tongue ne ver 
betray d one. That is rare in a Woman, ſail 
T laughing ; but, to be ſerious, ** are 
ſecret, and willing to oblige thoſe want 

our aſſiſtance, I will promiſe” you a Preſent of 
Fifty Loui dor ſo ſoon as the Affair is done, 
beſides a Penſion of twenty Crowns a Month 
for perhaps ſome Years, and you ſhall com- 
mit no Crime either againſt God or Man 
in doing it, there is. nothing required but 
Secrecy. + . 4.4 

I faw the Woman's Tranſport in her Eyes, 
and ſhe ſwore to me, that if it were ſo 1 
might open my ſelf freely, without fear : So 
I nfade her ſwear that ſhe would never dil- 
cover what paſt between us to ty 
* iving, 
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e. living, whether ſhe ingaged in the Affair or 
d not ; and ſhe has kept her Oaths, for my 
an Father is ignorant to this very Day, that ever 
her Husband or ſhe had any hand in the Mat- 
er ter. Then I declared to her, that it was my 
he ſelf that wanted their ſervice ; and that I was 
& | paſſionately in love with a young Lady whom 
my Father would never give his conſent to my 
ue Y marrying, becauſe ſhe was not rich, tho of a 
he very good Family; and that ſhe loved me, 
he but was too virtuous to yield to be my Miſtreſs ; 
tle and that her Mother allo would not-conſent to 
to our marrying, becauſe my Father would not; 
on Y wherefore we muſt be marry'd ſo ſecretly that 
re, v0 body might know it but thoſe intruſted: ſhe 
id JJ is 2 ſaid J, but I am not: We muſt 
:i4 have a Lodging where we may meet when we 
in | find Opportunity, and this muſt be in a Place 
a | where none will betray us, becauſe it will not 
re only draw my Father's Anger on me, but it 
in will be the Ruin of her and all her Family. 
re This, /ai4 J, is what I propoſe to you, will 
nt | you lend us your Aſſiſtance? Have you well 
of N confider'd, Sir, ſaid ſhe, what you are going 
ie, about? As for your being married, it ſeems to 
th me very difficult to get it done; for what Cu- 
m-. | rate in Paris is daring enough to do it with- 
an out Licence? and if you take one out of the 
ut Office, that will be worſe; for your Father 
will have word ſent him of it immediately : 
As for a Lodging, that's eaſy to be had, tis 
— muſt take care of being ſurpriz'd or follow 
t how will the Lady's Mother be blind 
not to take notice of her Daughter's Conduct? 
bow will ſhe find es AR and Time to 
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come to theſe Rendezvouzes without being 
ſuſpected? and can ſhe conceal it from the 
World, if ſhe proves with Child ? and that 
will certainly happen where two People meet 
that love one another. You ask me very ſur- 
w— Queſtions, ſai4 7: As for our Meet- 
1ngs, leave that to our Prudence. People in 
love, ſais ſhe, have very little of that, generally, 
But we ſhall, ſaid 7; do not you concern 
our ſelf about that, we have had ſo much 
Hitherto that no body ſo much as ſuſpedts | 
that we are Lovers. But if ſhe proves with 
Child, Sir, ſaid he, her Mother muſt at laſt | 
know it. Yes, ſaid J, ſhe ſhall be inform'd | 
-of it in ſecret, and ſhe may lie-in in the ſame 
Chamber in which we are uſed to meet, and 
may pretend a Journey into the Country, or f 
to retire into a Convent for a Month or two, to p 
* 
ne 
2 
P 


excuſe her being abſent from home. As for 
that then, ſaid /be, we are agreed, and no- 
thing remains a Difficulty but the Marriage, 
but that is indeed all. As for a Licence, 
faid J, I will have nothing to do with it, that 
will diſcover all; nor a Pariſh Curate: I would 
have a Prieſt found, to marry us in private 
without a Licence, nor do we deſire a Certif- 
cate from him; all we ſeek is, to be juſtify'd 
before God, and that our Conſciences be at 
eaſe ; we don't ſeek to ſatisfy the World 
That Marriage, ſaid ſbe, will not ſtand if you 
are diſcover'd. I ſhall take care of that, 
ſaid J, and ſhe will truſt that to my Fidelit 
Very well, ſai4 he, deceive the poor La 

then; there are a hundred People to be found 
who will put on a Prieſt's Habit, and do the 

oy Yee 
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2d. I was ſurprized to hear her talk fo 


- 8 vilely: I am not a Villain, ſaid I, to cheat 
t any Perſon; nor will I render my ſelf hateful 
to God and Man, by abuſing the ſacred Ties 
of Matrimony ; I will marry her according to 
z the Laws of God, and be a kind and faithful 
n Husband to her all the Days of my Life. 
„ou will do very well, aid ſhe, to act fo ho- 
nourably, and God will bleſs you for it, fince 


ou might with eaſe deceive her; and doubt- 
ts [ef this Lady loves you well, that can put 

ſuch Confidence in you; but will you love 55 
ſt always? Yes, ſai4 J, to my laſt Breath. 
Alas! ſaid ſbe, you are a Miracle; for two 
Months, or leſs is ſufficient 2 to cure 
Affection in Men; and theſe romantick Mar- 
riages, where Love is the only Conſideration, 
ſeldom end happily. When you ſee my 
Miſtreſs, ſaid I, 45 t talk at this rate. Pear 
nothing, ſaid Jbe laughing, for I ſuppoſe all I 
can fay to diſſuade her from it will be to little 
Purpoſe ; for a Lady that is in love, never con- 
ſults any body but her own Heart, and h 
Lover. You are very ſkilful, ſaid J, in theſe 
Affairs. That may be, ſaid /be, for I wa 
once young my ſelf, But are you diſpoſed to 
ſerve me? ſaid J. Yes, fig be. with all m 
heart, tho I foreſee the Dangers that I ſha 
expoſe my ſelf to by doing it. I ſwear to you, 
ſaid IT, a faithful and inviolable ſecrecy, and 
chat whatſoever befals my Wife or me, you 

ſhall never be named; nor any Perſon. liyi 

know that you are N concern'd in the 
Matter. I hope the beſt, ai ſbe, and I be- 


lieve I have juſt now thought of a Prieſt that 
_—_— = i will 
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will do the Buſineſs; I will {ook him out to- 
day, and you ſhall know to-morrow what we 
have agreed upon if you will but call here, 1 
miſed to do it, and as an Earneſt of my 
avour, I put ten Piſtoles into her Hand to 
bind our Bargain, and ings e her roSecrecy, 
and went away much pleaſed, that I had found 
a Woman fo fit for my Purpoſe. | 
I made known to my Miſtreſs by a Letter 
that Night, what I had done, and begg'd a 
Meeting with her the next Day, that I might 
inform #2 of the Woman's Succeſs, to whom 
I was to go at nine the next Morning. I ac- 
cordingly went, and found the Husband at 
home, to whom the Woman had communi- 
cated all the Affair; and it was with great 
Difficulty that ſhe and I gain'd him to con- 
ſent to it. She told me ſhe had ſpoke to the 
Prieſt, but that ſhe had not agreed about any 
Particulars with him, till ſhe Pad ſeen me a- 
in, and if I pleas'd ſhe would now fetch 
im to me, for ſhe could aſſure me of his Fi- 
delity as to keeping the Secret, if he did not 
do what I defired ; that ſhe had not told him 
my Name, and. I might chuſe now to do it ; 
that if he conſented, it was all we wiſh'd, 
and it was well; if not, we were but where 
we were before: That he was very poor, but 
a very honeſt and good Man; fo I ſent for 
him to breakfaſt with us, having ſent for ſome 
good Eatables, and the beſt Wine they could 
er. He came, we went together into a 
Chamber, the ſame I defign'd to hire for m 

Uſe, and which did afterwards ſerve my Wi 
and I to meet in. I inform'd him of all, and 
T- _ believing 
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believing the beſt Argument was Money, I 
ſhew'd him my Purſe, and told him the fifty 
Lonis-4'ors that were in it were at his ſervice, 
if he would do what 1 deſired. He made a 
long Sermon to me of the Duty of Children 
to their Parents; and ſhew'd me the Evils 
that often befal thoſe who were diſobedient, 
running over all the Examples he could call 
to mind out of holy and profane Hiſtory, fo 
that I was tired to hear him; but at laſt we 
were call'd to breakfaſt, and I conducted him 
to the Table ; and I believe he was not uſed 
to good eating, for he eat very greedily and 
heartily of every thing that was ſet before 
him; but did not drink more than three 
Glafſes of Water juſt colour d with Wine, ſo 
that I admired him; for | had never ſeen a 
Prieft eat ſo much, and drink ſo little. After 
this he proceeded in his Sermon, ſetting forth 
the Duties of Husbands and Wives, and St. 
Paul was quoted on both Sides ; for I gave 
him to underſtand that I was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Duties of that State, and 
needed no Inſtructions; and I gave him the 
greateſt Aſſurances of my Love, and the 
render regard I had for her whom I defired to 
make my Wife. And thus I at laſt gain'd 
him to promiſe that he would marry us, and 
what was more, that he would venture to 
give us a Certificate, on Condition that we 
would do what he defired of us, to ſecure our 
Marriage from being broken; and that was, 
that we ſhould fign a Writing which he would 
diftate, by which we ſhould mutually pro- 
miſe, that in caſe of Need, we ſhould, ſo 
va L 5 | ſoon 
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ſoon as it was in our Power, confirm by a 

ublick Marriage, this perform'd in ſecret. 
fn this Contract the Reaſons were to be men- 
tion'd, why we did not marry in publick; and 
that we ſhould bind this Promiſe by a true 
Confeflion and humble receiving the blefled 
Sacrament ; and in putting this Writing into 


his Hands, we ſhould ſwear to keep it firm 


and holy, in preſence of thoſe who ſhould be 
Witneſſes of our Marriage, who ſhould alf 
ſign this Contract ſo ſoon as the Benediction 
wasgiven, and before the Conſummarion of 
the Marriage; and that ſhe ſhould keep a 
Promiſe in form, ſcal'd up with my Seal, and 
fign'd by my Hand, from me; and I one from 
her in the ſame manner : And that I ſhould 
acknowledge before a Publick-Notary, that 
that Paper, fo ſeal'd up, did contain nothi 
but what I promiſed voluntarily, and di 
— {wear to keep religiouſly. All this 
I promiſed to do; I was fo far from be- 
ing diſpleaſed with him for taking all theſe 
Precautions to "oP us to our Duty, that it 
made me highly eſteem him ever after; and 
I heartily thank'd him, and promis'd that ! 
would make my Bride conſent to do all he 
deſired. All things thus agreed, we fix'd the 
next Morning to meet at nine a- clock in the 
ſame Chamber; and the more to ingage him to 
keep his Word, I preſented him with a Part 
of what was in my Purſe, and what remain'd, 
to my new Landlady, to buy ſome better Fur- 
niture for the Chamber, and not having e- 
nough I took her Husband home along with 
me, to give him more Money ; giving him a 
| great 
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reat charge, that every thing that was hand- 

me and neceſſary ſhould be provided, fit for 

our Uſe, ſo that nothing might be wanting, 

and he took fo good care that I found every 
thing to my mic the next Morning, and the 
Chamber was very finely furni ſn'd: and now 
I was in pain for nothing but only how to in- 
form my Miſtreſs of all, but ſhe had taken 
care; for as I was entring my Father's, I ſaw 

a poor Woman, who, in aſking an Alms of me, 
ſhew'd me a Letter. I catch'd it out of her 
Hand, and ſoon ſaw theſe words: Fail not to 
be at the Place where we met laſt, at three 
clock this Afternoon. I knew my dear Mag- 
lelaine s Hand, and paid the Bearer handſom- 
z nor did I fail to take Coach and to be at 
e Hour appointed at the Church, but was 
afraid I had loſt my labour, becauſe I found 
the Doors ſhut ; but turning my Head I ſaw 
my Miſtreſs waiting in a Coach, who made 
me a Sign to ſtay : I waited for her at the 

Corner of a Street, and when ſhe came up I 

told her that, if ſhe would let me, I would 
conduct her to a Place where we might ſafely 

talk together as long as we pleaſed : She re- 
fuſed ar firſt, but Pavin told her where it 
was, ſhe at laſt conſented. We had each of 
us diſmiſs'd the Coaches that brought us, and 
I call'd another, which brought us to our new 

Lodging, where one of the Children giving 

me the Key, we went up into our Chamber; 
where being enter'd I embraced her, ſaying, 
Now, my deareſt, I hope we ſhall ſoon be- 
one another's, you are now in that fortunate 


Place where I hope to ſs you: Yes, my 
| _ oY * Angel, 
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Angel, ſaid 1, throwing my ſelf at her Feet, 

'tis here that I hope to become the happief 

Man on Earth. Riſe, id ſhe, letting fall 

feme Tears, I would do every thing to make 

happy, but I fear it will prove a cruel 

Cataſtrophe to me in the Eud : Alas! why 

did Fate make our Circumitances ſo vaſtly 

different, ſince Heaven has join'd our Hearts; 

I foreſee that in ſtriving to make you happy, 

I ſhall undo us both. 

I endeavour'd to diflipate theſe Fears and 

fatal Preſages out of her Mind, but in vain; 

and ir is certain that ſhe had always a Fore- 
fight of the Misfortunes that afterwards befel 
her, and of the deplorable Condition I ſhould 
be left in, as I now am and ſhall be for the 
reſt of my Days, that is, the moſt wretched of 

Mankind. At theſe words the Tears came in- 

to his Eyes, and it was with Pain that he con- 

tinued his Relaticn, _ _ * 

- I inform'd her of all I had done, and how I 
had alſo promiſed ſome things for her; and 
beg'd her to tell me whether I had exceeded 
her Orders in ſo doing, and if ſhe was dil- 
pleas'd that-I had gone ſo far. She anſwer d, 
that ſhe had nothing more to ſay, but that ſhe 
would do whatever I would have her; and 
that ſhe would not fail to be in the ſame Place 
again the next Day, to meet me. She ſaid 
ſhe was ſo impatient when ſhe received my 
Letter of the Night before, that ſhe would 

have come to me then had ſhe known how; 
and having writ the Note I received, ſhe 

e it to a poor Woman to give into my own 

| Hands, with a Promiſe to reward her ye! 
when 
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when ſhe brought the Anſwer, as ſhe accor- 
dingly did. I then ask'd her how ſhe got out 
to come to me ; ſhe bid me not trouble my 
ſelf about that, ſhe ſhould always find Means 
to get to me. Does your Mother, ſaid I. 
then give leave to you to go where you pleaſe? 
She never conſtrain'd me as yet, ſaid ſhe: 1 
would not willingly have her know what we 
are now about todo, but when it is done, ſhe 
may be inform'd ; you are of age, and theze- 
fore ſhe can object nothing againſt you, and 
tho the fear of diſobliging your Father would 
make her endeavour to hinder our Marriage, 
the ſame Fear will oblige her to keep the 
Secret when it is done. I approve what you 
fay, ſaid J. But our Marriage, will it ſtand 2 
fard ſhe, and will ſhe not diſpute the 5 
of it? I have no Doubrs — ſelf; *tis enough 
that my Conſcience is ſatisfy'd, ſo long as I am 
— Wife before God I care not what the 
orld thinks of me; but ſhe will perhaps 
join with your Father to break the Match, 
and make us both wretched if it gets Air. 
You ſhall be my lawful Wife, ſaid J, before: 
God and Man, nor ſhall your Reputation 
fmart one Moment for all the Pleaſure: the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of you gives me: The holy Man who, 
will join our Hands faſt as Heaven has gur 
Hearts, will take care of all; and nothing 
ſhall be omitted on my Part, to put it out of 
the Power of Men and Devils to ſeparate us. 
The Miſtreſs of the Houſe being return'd from 
buying what I order'd, enter'd with ſeveral 
Porters who were loaded with the Furniture 
the had bought. We ſeem d to a 
| L 5. till. 
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till they were gone; then ſhe began to praiſe 
my Miſtreſt's Beauty, and compliment us both. 
We had a little Colation, after which my dear 
Mag delaine, promiſing to come at nine the 
next Morning, took leave and went away, I 
following at ſome diſtance, having firit given 
Orders for a handſome Treat — the next 
Morning. When we met there again at the 
Hour appointed, ſhe found her Chamber very 
complete, and in great order ſor ſo ſhort a 
time, and the Furniture neat and well-choſen. 
After we had look'd on every thing, I defired 
our Landlady to fetch the Prieſt for whom we 
waited, and I was left alone with my Miſtreſs, 
who —_ fell into her melancholy Humour, 
which I perceived by her Face. Have you 
any thing yet remaining my dear Angel, /ai4 
J. to trouble you ? for God's ſake ſhare the 
oy I feel. Iam not inſenfible of that Joy, 
ſaid ſhe, but I dread what may arrive in the 
future ; the Thought frights me; yet 'tis for 
you alone that I fear, and not for my ſelf ; if 
you are but happy, let me be wretched, I care 
not; and if the Poſſeſſion of me can make 
you warf); I ſhall never r the giving 
of my ſelf to you, let what will befal 
me. J. ; ow 
I can never be happy, ſaid i, if you are] 
not ſo alſo, and I will —— — Moment at | 
nounce all my Hopes © you, an | 
be miſerable — than — Satiſ- 
ſaction at the Expence of your Peace and 
Felicity. I believe you,: ſaid he, and I am 
certain you will never give me one Moment's | | 
| 


Diſquiet: But yet I am perſuaded that — 
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born to be unhappy. She let fall a Shower 
of Tears as I claſp'd her in my Arms, the fa- 
tal Preſage of our future Misfortunes : 1 wiped 
them away, and did all I could to diſſipate 
her Fears. The Prieſt arrived, and we were 
left alone with him for above an Hour; he 
ſaw the Lady, who was not only a complete 
Beauty, but had the Air and Mein of a Per- 
ſon well-born, and who appear'd both wiſe 
and noble: he treated us with the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect, and made us a ſhort but excellent Ex- 
hortation on the Duties of the State we were 
going to enter into; he explain'd to us the 

meaning of thoſe Words of the holy Scripture, 
that a Man muſt leave Father and Mother, 
and Country and Friends, and cleave to his 
Wife ; and alfo, that 2 Woman muſt follow- 
ber Husband : Theſe Words, ſaid he, you are 
obliged to obſerve above others ; for-thoſe 

whom their Parents diſpoſe of, may reflect on. 
them if they are unhappy, and ſay to them, 
'Tis you that have choſen a Wiſe, or a Huf 

band, for me, and made me wretched ; had 
T choſen for my ſelf, I might have lived hap- 
pily. But you have both made choice of one 

another, you can blame none but your ſelves 3 

and as you are to be marry'd by your own De- 

fire, you are obliged never to abandon one 

another: As for you, Sir, ſaid he to me, you 
here are going to take a Lady who has not a 
Fortune equal to your own, and fear the loſing: 
your Father's Eſtate, which makes you keep it 
a Secret ; but this will be no Excuſe betore 
God for your ufing her ill, or leaving her 


hereafter : She does not deceive you, your. 


Marriage 


* 


— 
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Marriage is valid tho ſecret, and you are 
bound to run all Risks with and for her, and 
to be true and faithfu} to her all the Days of 
your Lives. And for you Madam, ſaid he, 1 
doubt- not but you know your Duty ; you are 
under a double Obligation to this Gentleman 
for marrying you, as to his Fortune, and the 
hazard he runs in doing it. Infine, he made a 
very excellent Diſcourſe to us both ; after 
which he dined with us, and after Dinner 
writ, and made us fign two Papers full of moſt 
ſacred Promiſes'to one another, declaring our 
Marriage in Form ; the one fign'd by me he 
deliver d to her, and the other, fign'd by her, 
to me; then we, and all preſent, promiſed to 
keep the Secret. And now I defired to know 
when he would marry us? He anfwer'd, not 
till we had both come to him to Confeſſion, 
and received the Sacrament at his Hands, and 
then he would do it when we pleaſed. So we 
fix'd our Days, I for the next Day ; ard ſhe 
for the Sunday following ; and the next Mor- 
5 after, for our Marriage, when we pro- 
miſed to be at his Convent-Chapel ut fix of 
the Clock in the Morning; and ſo he took 
leave. 1 | 1 $5 

And now being left alone with my Miſtreſs, 


me told me ſhe was much pleas'd and ſatisfy d, 


both with the Prieſt and our Marriage; and 
ſhe appear'd very contented with all 1 had 
done, and viſited every Corner of her Cham- 
ber examining the Furniture, and found eve- 
ry thing to her liking, I told her I had pro- 
miſed fifty Louis-A ors to the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, and that I would have her give 2B 
| * 
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her herſelf; ſo I gave her my Purſe, and 
call'd the Woman, to whom ſhe gave the 
Money, and bid her take away what was left 
at Dinner, faying, I am very well pleaſed 
with the Furniture you have bought for me, 
and I thank you; here is the Preſent Monſieur 
des Prez promiſed you: We ſhall dine here 
on Monday; here is Money to purchaſe a 
Dinner, pray let nothing be wanting, for it is 
our Wedding-Treat: I anſwer'd, and we will 
all be merry. She took the Money very re- 
1 wiſh'd us all Happineſs, and re- 


And now being again alone, I embraced her 
tenderly, and we conſulted about her coming 
out on the Monday following, and ſtaying all 
Night; for that I inſiſted upon. Sheanſwer'd, 
that was a Trifle, for ſlie could go and pay a 
Viſit to a Lady who was an intimate Friend of 
hers and her Mother's, and deſire the Lady 
to ſend for her over · night, to come to go out 
with her early the next Morning ſome where 
out of Paris, for to take the Air; and I will 
tell my Friend, ſai d ſhe, that I have a mind 
to go to Mount Valeriane, and that I cannot 
get leave of my Mother but by this Means: 
She will oblige me in this I am certain; and 
when the truth is afterwards diſcover'd, (if it 
be ever) my Mother will only chide me, and 
that I am uſed to: Fear not, ſaid ſbe, I will 
not fail you. I again embraced her, and then 
— her to a Coach, in which I ſent her 

e. ; . 
And returning, I ſent for a Lock- Smith to fit 
our Chamber - door with a Lock and three Keys, 
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one for my dear Maggelaine, one for the Land- 
lady, and one for myſelf; and, it being early, 
I ſtaid the Evening with the good Man my 
Landlord, and his Wife ; and I promiſed to 
ſerve him in getting him ſome ſettled Employ, 
which I afterwards did, and ſhall all my Life 
take care of him. His Wife being extremely 
taken with my Miſtreſs's mus and full of 
Acknowledgments for our Preſent, fell into 
Exclamartions on that Subject, and talk'd of 
nothing elſe.z nay ſhe took ſuch a Love to her 
from that Hour, that ſhe thought ſhe could 
never do enough for her Service : And this 
r Woman is at preſent almoſt all the Con- 
lation I have in the World, and we often 
weep together, lamenting my dear Magde- 
laine's untimely Death, and are I am certain 
equally concern d. Here he ſhed Tears, and 
for ſome Moments was filent, and then pur- 
ſued his Diſcourſe thus: As I was going out 
of this Houſe the Sunday following after 
Dinner, I met the good Prieſt who was to 
marry us the next Morning, and we walk'd 
together talking, and went inſenfibly into the 
Capnchine's Garden in la Rue St. Honor?, which 
was a Place far diſtant from my Father's; here 
we fat down upon a Seat, and another Prieſt 
joining us, we fell into a very ſerious Diſcourſe 
on pious Subjects, as is proper, and the cuſtom 
of ſuch Perſons : We talk'd of the Prodigal 
Son in the Goſpel, and my Friend ſpoke ſo 
movingly on that Subject, that I was charm d 


with his Diſcourſe. Mean time my Father 
coming thither, and ſeeing me in ſuch 
Company, came behind, and hearken'd to 
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our Converſation; at laſt turning my Head 1 
eived him, and was indeed much ſurpriz d, 
— he had made ſome Diſcovery of m 
next Morning's Defign: I am glad Son, ſaid he, 
you paſs your Time ſo well, and wiſh I ma 
never find you in worſe Company: We a 
bow'd, and ſo he left us. On which I took 
leave; and returning home at Night, and 
fitting down to Supper with him, he began to 
uarrel with me, and to abuſe all religious 
ders. It ſeems he had taken a Whim in 
his Head, that I was going to be a Monk; and 
having ask'd the Porter at the Convent, if I 
uſed to go often thither ? and he telling him, 
Yes, as indeed I did, to viſit Gallon, your 
Friend and mine, who was of this Order and 
Convent. This confirm'd his Suſpicions, be- 
ing join'd with ſome other Circumſtances ; for 
I had a few 29 * before, turn d away my 
Footman, whom I ſuſpected to be a Spy upon 
me; and now went out often alone, and on 
foot : So that he rail'd againſt the poor Con- 
vent; and told me, if I turn'd religious I 
might beg or ſtarve for him, he would not 
leave me a Groat. I ſmiled at his Miſtake, 
and anſwer d gently : That I had no ſuch De- 
ſign, — AT not imagin what he mean'd. 
He alwayrchuff d the Mendicant's who came 
to his Gate, and yet was charitable to Chil- 
dren and old People, who he ſaid could not 
work ; but rail'd at the Monks and Fryars, 
biding them work and earn their Bread, as 
their firſt Founder's had done; call'd them 
lazy Louts, and Peſts to the Church and Na- 
tion. One day, as I was ſtanding with him 3 
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the Gate, where he was ſeeing ſome Plummers 


and Paviours working, to lay new Pipes for the 
Water to ſerve our Houſe, a kind of Hermit, 


with a venerable Aſpect, crav'd an Alms of 


him; to whom he gave this Anſwer, Turn 
our Eyes on theſe Men, work as they do; 
they gain their Bread with the Sweat of their 
Brows, and are no Burden to the Publick ; 
the fooliſh Devotion of blindly zealous Chrif 
tians, which ſupports ſo many uſeleſs Mouths, 
have fill'd France with Vagabonds and Hypo- 
crites : You underſtand me, faid he, lookin 
on the Hermit ; who, much confufed, turn' 
his Back, and went on crofling himſelf, with- 
out ſaying one word. * 
But to return to my Story, all the Domeſ- 
ticks who heard my Father's Diſcourſe, con- 
cluded that I was turning Capuchine, and that 
was the Reaſon of my turning away my Foot · 
man. And this gave the Grounds for the Re- 
port that was afterwards ſpread of my turning 
religious. He that Night ſent for my Foot- 
man, and commanded him not to leave me, 
but to follow me wherever I went, -and inform 
him of all my Actions; and if you do not 
obey me, ſaid he, take care, for I will get you 
hang'd one Day or other; but if you do as 1 
bid you, it will be well for you. This I had 
notice of ; but I prevented my being follow'd 
the next Morning, for I went out before Day 
at the Garden-gate, and made ſo many Turn- 
ings and Windings before I reach'd the Chureh, 
that the moſt cunning Man on Earth could 
not have dogg'd me without my perceiving 


It 
| 1 1 
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came there exactly at the Hour, and met 
my Miſtreſs there, with the Prieſt, and the 
reit who were in our Secret: They waited for 
me in a little Chapel; all being ready, and 
the Doors being ſhut, we were immediate- 
ly marryd: After which the Doors. were 
'd, and the Prieſt ſaid Maſs publickly 
then my Bride went out firſt and the reſt 
follow'd, and I laid with the good Father, 
whom I rewarded handſomly, and defired his 
Company at Breakfaſt with us. He accor- 
dingly came, and my Bride gave him alſo a 


- Preſent ; before Breakfaſt he produced our 


Marriage-Concrafts, which he had kept till 
now, and had them dated and witnefled by 
four Witneſſes, that is our Hoſt, two Mer- 
chants that were his Neighbours, and a Coun- 
try Magiſtrate, who were all his Friends, and 
in -our Secret, on his Recommendation, In 
their Preſence he made us both take an Oath 
to perform what we had there promiſed to 
each other; ſo he gave me my Contract to 
my Wife, which was writ with my own Hand, 
and led me into a Chamber, where before 
two Publick-Notarics, he made me incloſe the 
Contract in a Paper, and ſeal it up with my 
own Seal, and then acknowledge that what 
that incloſed Paper contain'd, was my own Act 
and Deed, and of my own free Will ; and 
that in caſe of my Death, or any other Acci- 
dent, I deliver'd it to this Prieſt, to. be uſed 
and given as I had directed him to do; and 
the Notaries thought it was a Will which 1 
had made. Then, being return'd to my 
Bride, and the Company, he deliver'd the 
| Writing 
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Writing to her, ſaying, Here Madam is all 
that can be done for your Security, as to the 
World; be eaſy, for your Marriage will ſtand 
good before God and Man: Never open this 
aper till there is a Neceſſity for it, and then 
do it to ſuch as will be able and learn'd in the 
Law, and fit to procure juſtice for you. From 
this Hour ſhe behaved herſelf with that Ver- 
ture and Duty to. me, that I had all the rea- 
fon in the world to believe ſhe was intirely 
_— with ber Marriage, and I can never 
give her half the praiſes ſhe did merit. 

She came in an Undreſs to be matry d, 
which I was pleas'd withal ; for tho it was 
after Eaſter, yet it was too cold a Morning to 
bear a light Dreſs ; but ſhe had got dreſs d at 
her Lodgings, whether ſhe had ſent a Habit 
that — whilſt I Raid with the Prieſt a 
dating and ſealing the Contracts; fo that we 
found her fine as a Dutcheſs, and charming: as 
a Penus, which ſhew'd that ſhe trove to 
pleaſe and credit me : She had a Mantua and 
upper Petticoat of blue and ſilver Brocade 

riped with Silver, and trimm'd with a Silver 


Lace and Fringe; her under Petticoat was of 


white Sattin, with à Silver open Lace; ſhe 
had fine Shoes with Diamond Buckles, and 
Silk Stockings with Silver Clocks; ſhe had 
delicate Linen, and her Head was admira- 
bly dreſs'd in the fineſt Lace and Ribbons, 
and ſhe bad a fine Pearl Necklace on : In fine, 
ſhe was the moſt charming Creature I ever 
beheld, and I loved her to madneſs, and every 
Body admired her as well as I, —_—— 


my Choice. We dined to our Satisfaction, 
| plenti- 
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plentifully but with no Exceſs; and about 


three a· clock the good Father and 2 
ut, 


took leave, and left her and I alone. 

alas ! who can expreſs the Pleaſures of thoſe 
nappy Moments which Time has borne away, 
and left me to eternally regret. Here he 


% 


wept and figh'd afreſh, and ſaid a hundred 
moving Things concerning her Death. At 
length he continued his Narration in a mors 
xeaceful Tone, and ſaid : We Raid alone till 

ven a-clock, when we eat a Collation, and 
after ſupp'd with Chearfulneſs; but then ſhe 
would $2 home, not daring to ſtay all Night 
ſo we fix'd another Meeting for two Days after. 
And ſo having given her one of the Keys of 
the Chamber, where I placed Pen, Ink, and 
Paper for our Uſe, which ever came firſt, in 
cafe we did not meet, to appoint another 
Meeting, and inform one another of any thi 
neceſſary. I fatisfy'd our Hoſt and his Wi 
for their Trouble, to their great Content, and 
ſo conducted my Bride into a Coach and left 
her, and now thought my ſelf the happieſt 
Man on Earth. - 

I fear'd nothing more but my Footman, 
who by my Father's Order ſtill watch'd me, 


and to prevent all Diſcovery I hired another 


Chamber in the next Houſe, which belong'd 
to the ſame Landlord, and got him to open a 
Door into the other, ſo that my Wife and I 
had no need to go in the ſame way. And 
thus, leaving my Lacquey below Stairs when 
F enter'd the Houſe to wait my coming down, 
L. prevented his ſeeing who went in or out 


the other. Thus I received my Wives LEY 
25 an 
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and anſwer'd them, leaving our Letters for one 
another on the Table in our own Chamber, 
where we met frequently, ſhe often ſtealing 
out to me; nay we paſt whole Afternoons to- 

ether, and often went abroad in a Hackney- 
Coach. or on the Water, to divert our ſelves 
in ſome Village or pleaſant Retreat, ſhe go- 
ing always maske d, and I had provided good 
ſtore of change of Habits to Aude her in. 
And thus we ſpent a whole Year in incon- 
ceivable Pleaſures, and I was the happieſt 
Man on Earth; my Wife appear'd every Day 
more charming, and my Love increaſed hour- 


ly ; our Souls. and Inclinations were united, 
and our Affection for each other was equal 
and inexpreſſible, yet in publick we ſo well 
conceal'd our Thoughts, that even her own 
Mother was deceived, and complain'd to her 
Friends, that I was grown to quite diſregard 
her Daughter and her ; nay, ſhe ſpoke to a 
Gentleman who was a conſtant Vifiter there, 
and my Acquaintance, to aſk me if they had 
done any thing to diſoblige me. This was 
done with a View of ſelf-intereſt, for ſhe had 
again occaſion for. me, to uſe mine with the 
ſame Gentleman to whom I had gone with hec 
once before. All this my Wife told me, and 
we conſulted together what Anſwer I ſhould 
give ; and we agreed that it ſhould be, That 

was as much devoted to her Service as ever, 
and ready to do every thing, and to go any 
where to do her good; but that I refrain'd 
going to her Houſe in obedience to my Father's 

mmands, more out of refpect to her, than 
out of fear fur my own Welfare, for I would 
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not have fail'd one Day of vifiting them, if I 
had been abſolute maſter of my ſelf; and 
that I would meet her the next Day at the 
Fuſtice-ball or Palace. I accordingly found 
her there, and went along with her where- 
ever ſhe had Occaſion to go. I alſo offer d 
her my Purſe, and never ſpoke one Word to 


ber Daughter before her, only to ask after 


our little Society. I had alſo the Precaution 
to ask my Father before I went- out, whether 
or no he would be diſpleaſed, if I did ſome 
little Services to this Lady which lay in m 
power to do; and he anſwer'd, that he ſhould 
rather be glad, and defired it as a Fa vour of 
me; and that he had never oppoſed ' my go- 
ing there, but only for fear Thee ſomething 
might enſue that would be of ill Conſequence 
to her Family and his own. | 
It was almoſt incredible that two Perſons 
who lived like my Wife and I, had any con- 
cern 7 and that we could ſee one an- 
other ſo often in publick without any change 
of Countenance, when but a quarter of an 
Hour before perhaps we had been lock'd in 
cloſe Embraces. She proved with Child a- 
bout the latter end of Seprember, and told me 
of it ſo ſoon as ſhe perceived it. At which I 
rejoiced, as it is natural for a Man to do who 
loves his Wife. There was nothing more 
eaſy than for us to hide it for a time, and we 
continued our Meetings without fear ; but as 
all human Prudence cannot prevent Misfor- 
tunes, or foreſee a thouſand unexpected Acci- 
dents which befal us, I ſtrove to provide a- 
gainſt the worlt, and obliged her to take a 


good 
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ood Sum of M which I had often preſs'd 
er to take before. The Winter paſt well enough, 
but by the Spring ſhe grew ſo big that it be- 
gan to be vifible, and we were obliged to 
think of diſcovering all to her Mother. - She 
thought at firſt this would be an eaſy matter 
to do, but now ſhe began to find a thouſand 
Difficulties which ſhe did not before foreſee, 
or at leaſt had before fancy d ealy to be fur- 
mounted: She now fear'd tha* her Mother 
would be diſpleaſed at our clandeſtine Marri- 
age, and above all that ſhe had married me 
at all, for fear of my Father. I did all I could 
to quiet her Fears, and told her I would never 
repent what I had done, and I hoped ſhe did 
not. No, ſaid ſhe, I would do all that I have 
done, were it to do again. I then propoſed 
to her (and I wiſh to God ſhe had follow'd 
my Counſel) not to return home any more, 
but to remain in our Lodging, and not go a- 
broad till ſhe had lain in, and'only ſend a Let- 
ter to her Mother, to let her know that ſhe 
was retired for ſome time into a Convent : 
Twas no matter whether ſhe gave credit or 
not to that, whatever her Suſpicions were, 
the Confideration of her own Honour would 
— her — om time I ſhall have the 
pleaſure, ſai of ſeeing every Day; 
and if at any time it = Mary We fo 
you to diſcover all, do it; but do not run the 
isk at 3 All you ſay, ſaid ſbe, I ap- 
prove; I think it is neceſſary my Mother 
ſhould be intruſted, tis a Duty I owe her as 
my Parent. I am of a contrary Opinion, ſaia 
J; but tell me, how eta. > 
the 
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the Matter to her? Why, ſaid /be, I would 
have her ſent for when we are here together, 
and as ſhe is very paſſionate, here ſhe may 
vent her Fury with no danger to us, and we 
mutt bear with her; and that being over, ſhe 
will hearken to Reaſon. I was ſtill much a- 
gainſt it, but not being willing to croſs her, I 
at laſt yielded to it, and we agreed on the 
next Morning to do it. We accordingly met, 
uud ſhe had writ this Letter ready to Fond. 


The LETTER. 


AN Hair of moment having juſt befallen 
me, dear Mother, makes me your 
Company immediately; and I implore the Fa- 
vorur of you to come in the Coach I ſend here- 
with for you, and to come alone where that 
will bring you, and then you ſhall know what 
is the matter, which I cannot tell you but by 
word of Mouth, and in preſence of the Per- 
ſons with whom I now am. This comes from 
the Hands of | 
b Your moſt Obedient 


F Daughter and Servant, 
Mary Magd4elaine de Epine. 


e She ſent this Letter by the ſame Coach 

which had brought her thither, with Orders 
| to the Coachman to bring Madam e Epine 
directly to our Lodging, if ſhe came alone; if 
| not, to ſtop at a Church-door, where I would 
x | come to her on his ſending word; but ſhe 
| came alone. Whilſt 


* 3 wo Vkubs ho CY tis FY cc YE 5 


— © 


240 The ILLUSTRIOUS 


Whilſt the Coach went to Madam de 
PEpine's, we reſolved on the manner we 
would receive her; and it was agreed that ! 
ſhould do it alone, and not expoſe my Wite to 
a Lady whoſe paſſionate Temper we were too 
well acquainted withal ; for ſhe was a very 
Fury. I had copy'd the Contract between my 
Wick and me, to ſhow her, fearing ſne would 
in her Rage deſtroy the Original, if I put it 
into her Hands; and as we were _— | 
heard the Coach ſtop at the Street-door ; ſo l 

ut my Wife into a Cloſet where ſhe could 
ear all that paſt, and let down the Hanging 
over the Door, placing two Stools againſt it ſo 
that none could perceive that there was a Door 
in that Place, and then went to receive her 
Mother, who was ſurpriz d to ſee me there. 
As I gave her my Hand to come out of the 
Coach, I ſaid, Pray Madam go up Stairs, it was 
I that ſent for you, and your Daughter only 
obliged me with a Letter. Where is ſhe, Sir? 
ſaid ſhe. She is gone to Prayers, ſaid I, and 
will be here preſently. She went up into the 
Chamber, whilſt I diſcharg'd and ſent away 
the Coach, to prevent her returning imme- 
diately. Then I went up and ſhut the 
Chamber-door, double locking it and putting 
the Key in my Pocket, which ſhe did not 
i ive. Then ſhe began to ask me ſome 
WVeſtions about the Chamber, who it be⸗ 
long'd to? and how fine the Furniture was. 
To all which I anſwer'd briefly, defiring her 
to fit down. Can you imagine, Madam, /a:i4 
J. what could oblige Mademoiſelle your 


Daughter to firſt for you, and then not 
N wait 
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wait your coming? No indeed, Sir, ſaid ſbe, 
do you know the Reaſon of it? Yes, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, and I will acquaint you with 
it: She has choſen me to make her Peace 
with you, for a thing which we have done 
without asking your Conſent and Permiſſi- 
on: Confider that it is in vain to be angry 


for a thing that is already paſt, and cannor 


be recall'd: To be plain, we are married, 


and ſhe is now, I bleſs God, five Months 


uarters of a Year that ſhe has been my 

ife : I beg that you would reflect that ſhe 
has made no ill Choice; and that I have 
aſk'd no Fortune with her; none but my 
Father is to be fear'd: I am of age, and 
maſter of more already than will ſuffice to 
make us both happy. She interrupted me 
often whilſt I ſpoke, and at laſt fell into 


G with Child; and it is more than three 


the moſt violent Paſſion imaginable, crying 


and wringing her Hands: Oh ! ſaid ſhe, I am 
ey undone, my Law-ſuit is loſt, I am 
ruin'd; I will ever hate and deteit her; 


ler her never appear in my fight, a diſobe- 


dient Wretch, a Monſter, a Viper, to ruin her 
whole Family ! 1 let her alone till I thought 
her Rage was pretty well vented, and then I 
began to ſpeak in a more lofty Tone to her : 
How, Madam, ſaid J, is this the manner in 


which you receive ſo good News? I think I 


am a very good Match for F Daughter; 
my Purſe can ſupply your Occaſions at all 
times; and were my Father the moſt unjuſt 
udge on Earth, as all the World well knows 
is not, but a Man of the greateſt Inte- 
M grity, 
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grity, yet I can find Friends enough to do 
you Right ; and tho he may be angry with 
me for marrying your Daughter, yet he will 
abhor you if you prove an Enemy to your 
own Child : 'tis doubly your Intereit to keep 
the Secret, and then you will neither diſoblige 
him nor me ; if you divulge it, you will loſe 
both our Friendſhips : nay, if you make me 
very uneaſy, you may perhaps oblige me to 
join with bim in our common Revenge, 
and break the Marrige ; for tho I have ho- 
nourably taken all Precautions to make it 
ſecure, and ſuch as may prevent her being 
injured if I die before my Father, yet it ſtill 
lies in my Power to break it: confider well 
what you do. No, ſaid /be, I will conſider 
no longer, but I will go this very Hour to 
Mor.fieur des Prez, and acquaint him with 
it. Go, ſaid J, opening the Door, I fear 
nothing ; I ſhall only be ſent a few Days to 
St. Lazarus *, then he will relent, and I 
ſhall regain his Favour by abandoning your 
Daughter, whilſt you will be look'd on with 
abhotrence by all good People, for having 
been your Daughter's ruin ; and my Father, 
who is a Man of great Probity and Juſtice, 
will regard you as a baſe Woman, who have 
ſacrificed your own Child to your ſordid 
Thirſt of intereſt and gain; and you will be 
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* A Houſe in Paris to which Perſons of Condition ſomes 
times ſend their Sons when they have 24455 aded them, 
where they are confin'd, and made 10 do ſame ſlight Services, 


or ſufſer Chaſtiſements according to their Age and Crimes, 
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no longer thought worthy the Name of '@ 
Mother, but be eſteem'd rather an infernal 
Fury, who. can give up your Child and Ho- 
nour for a little Money, and every honeſt 
Perſon will become your Enemy. But, on 
the contrary, I told her, That if ſhe would 
be prudent all would go. well: That her 


Daughter ſhould lye-in in that Houſe and 


Chamber, having ask'd her, in publick, to 
ive her leave to retire to a Convent for a 
w Months, under which Pretence her Ab- 

ſence would not be cenſur'd or taken notice 

of : That as for her Law-ſuit, I would do her 
all the Service imaginable, her Intereſt being 
now mine; and that ſhe might expect to 
find in me a tender Sor-in-Jaw, and a faith- 
ful Friend ; but if ſhe perfiſted in her violent 

Reſolutions, I would remove her Daughter 

where neither my Father nor ſhe, ſhould 

ever ſee her more: And tho, ſaid 1, he may 
force me to break the Marriage, no Perſon 
can hinder me from giving her what ſhall 
maintain her and my Child, independent of 

both, and in an Hours time ſhe ſhall 

2 Paris: And remember you are goin 

to do a thing which you will repent all the 

Days of your Life. With theſe and the like 


Diſcourſes I at length appeaſed her, and ſhe 


began to aſk in a more gentle Tone, where 
her Daughter was. She is not far off, /aid I. 
ſhe waits your Call, but give her no ill 
Treatment; but remember, that tho ſhe is 
your Child, ſhe is my Wife ; and I ſhall not 
only defend her, but reſent any Injury that is 
done her. My ſpeaking in fo high a Strain 

M 2 quite 
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quite humbled her. But if your Father 
comes to know that we are reconciled, ſaid 
be, what ſhall I do? for 'tis the fear of 
him only that makes me diſpleaſed. I made 
her ſenſible how eaſy it was to conceal all, 
fince we had ſo long kept the Secret. She at 
laſt ſeem'd contented, and again aſk'd to ſee 
her Daughter; and defired to ſee the Prieſt 
who had marry'd us, to be afſured that our 
Marriage was good ; and 1 accordingly ſent 
for him: he came, and ſeem'd a little ſur- 
zd at entering the Room; but when I 
Jeclard my Reaſons for ſending for him, he 
readily inform'd her of all that had paſt, 
and ſhew'd her the care he had taken to 
ſecure our Marriage from being annull'd, in 
caſe of any Diſpute, At laſt ſhe ſeem'd ve- 
well ſatisfy'd, and again ask'd to ſee her 
Daughter ; and now, believing there was no- 
thing to fear, I put by the Stools, open'd the 
Door of the Cloſet, and brought my Wife 
forth to her. She threw herſelf at her Mo- 
ther's Feet, who lifted her up tenderly, they 
both wept, and we all embraced one another, 
and I was extremely glad that we had at laſt 
vanquiſh'd the old Lady: ſo I kept the good 
Clergyman, and we all dined together ve 
merrily ; and it was agreed, that my Wi 
ſhould the next Day, in publick, ask leave to 
retire to a Convent, and ſo come to her Lodg- 
- Ings to remain till ſhe was up again. 
Madam e I Epine took leave, and went a- 
way firſt, the Prieſt next, and then my Wife 
and I were left alone, I embraced her a hun- 


dred times, applauded her Conduct, tranſported 


that 


* * * 
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that I could now promiſe my ſelf the Hap- 
pineſs of paſſing ſome whole Nights with her, 
a Pleaſure I had ne'er enjoy'd before. I de- 
fired her to provide every thing neceſſary for 
her lying-in, for which I gave her Money, and 
ſhe employ'd our Landlady, who in truth 
loved her tenderly, and took ſuch care that in 


. a few Hours nothing was wanting. I at laſt 


took leave, and promiſed to dine with my 
Wife and her Mother the next Day. I came 
accordingly, and found them together ; I paſt 
the whole day with them, and, for the firſt 
time, ſlept all night with my Wife in my 


Arms. Thus we 2 four happy Months, 
id 


in which time 1 not lie there conſtantly, 
but only ſometimes, for fear of giving Um- 
brage to my Father at home; and we might 
have been happy and undiſcover'd to this 
Hour, had it not been for a fatal Accident, 
which has deprived her of her Life, and me 
of my Peace and Repoſe for all my Life to 


come, beſides the lil-reputation that it has 


cauſed me to have in the deceived World. 
Here he beg'd my Patience to fit down a- 


—— to relate the remaining Part of 
is tragic Relation. Then he let fall a 


| Shower of Tears, and look'd like one half 


dead ; I chear'd him all I could, and at laſt 
he continued his Diſcourſe thus. 

I had been two whole Days without viſiting 
my Wife, who was every Day in ExpeRation 
of her Travail, and much out of order, and 
finding herſelf grow worſe, ſent me a Letter 
by her Landlo who, frequented my Father's 
| 3 | as 


, 


while and take Breath, being faint, before he 
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as uſual, and ſo ſoon as I had read it I prepa- 
red to go to her, having put it into my Pocket, 
and as I croſs'd the Court-yard to go out, 1 

met with my Father, who bid me go al 
with him into his Cloſet, becauſe he had ſome- 
thing to ſay to me of moment; I accordingly 
follow'd him, and he talk'd to me about an 
Employ that he defign'd to purchaſe for me, 
and mention'd ſomething of a Match that he 
had to propoſe to me. Theſe words, you may 
imagine threw me into a great Diſorder, and 
I was at a loſs what to anſwer, and to hide 
my Concern drew forth my Handkerchief to 
blow my Noſe, and unfortunately pull'd out 
the fatal Letter, without perceiving it, and fo 
took leave of my Father, and went directly 
to my Wiſe, alas! for the laſt time, for my 
Eyes never ſaw that dear Object any more. 
J found her Mother with her, who beg'd that 
ſhe might be permitted to carry her Daughter 
home, to lie-in with her, where her other 
Daughter and ſhe could take better care of 
her than there; and that it could be kept as 
„auch a Secret as here, for ſhe could make 
'— uſe of her own Midwife, of whoſe. Fidelity 
ſhe was aſſured ; and that ſhe would not ac- 
quaint even her, or her own Daughters, who 
their Siſter was married to. My Wife intreat- 
ed me to conſent ; and' tho my boding Soul 
reſaged ſome Evil would enſue, and I did all 
F could to oppoſe it, my Fondneſs for her over- 
came my Reaſon, and I at laſt yielded: I 
thought I could not refuſe her any thing in 
ſuch a Condition, and at fuch a time, tho 
I ſtill pleaded how hard a Task it would - 
r 
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ſor me, to be 1 to be abſent from her 


when her dear Life perhaps would be in dan- 
ger? and how im poſſible it would be for me 
to live without a ſight of her, and the dear 
Infant whom I hop'd ſhe would bring ſafe into 
the World ; but * Mother over-power'd my 
juſt Reaſons, and I, govern'd by ſome fatal 


Planet, or my evil Genius, yielded, and by 


that means was the miſerable Caule of her 
Death and my own Ruin. | 

The next Morning was fixt for her Remo- 
val in a Chair to her Mother's: I ſtay'd very 
late this Night with her, and a hundred times 
would have recall'd my Word, and try'd to 

vail with her not to remove ; but all in 
vain, Fate had decreed it otherwiſe no doubt, 
and buman Reaſon was unable to oppoſe. We 
at laſt took a tender Leave of one another, 
paſſionate and fincere ; both wept, and both 
were loth to part, yet we ne'er had one 
Thought that it was to be our laſt, eternal 
Farewel in this World. I went home in a 
Chair to my Father's, where, tho things were 
ſtrangely chang'd in reſpe& to me, yet I per- 
ceiv'd no Alteration, nor could any Perſon give 
me notice, becauſe no body knew any thing 
of it: And thus I deliver'd my ſelf up to 
my Ruin. The moment that I left my Fa- 
ther's Cloſet, he did defign to go forth allo ; 
and paſling by his Desk he ſaw the fatal Let- 
ter, and imagining it to be ſome Paper which 
he had let fl, and that it might be of mo- 
ment, he took it up, and found it half open, 
and ſeeing it was a Woman's Hand, and direct- 
ed to me, he read it and found theſe Words. 

M 4 The 
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The LETTER. 


My Dear Husband, 


AVE you abandon'd me in the Condition 

Jam now in, full of Pain, and every 
moment expecting to bring into the Verla the 
precious Pledge of your Love and our ſacred 
Union? you have faſt two whule Days without 
ſeeing me, which is enorgh, ere I in health, 
to render me uneaſy and break my Re peſe; 
and ntw when I have moſt need of Jef 


ſence to fortify, and render me leſt fearful of 


the Pains I muſt expect to ſuffer, you ſeem to 
have forgotten me : for God's ſake come this 


Day, if you deſire to preſefve the Life of 


your moe 


Affe ctionate Wife 
Mary Magdelaine de PF Efine. 


I leave you to imagine how much he was 
enrag'd at the reading of this Letter ; he was 
one of the moſt paſſionate Men on Earth, but 
one of thoſe who could beſt conceal it ; he 
ſaid not a Word, but reſolv'd to part us for 
ever, by ſecuring me, and ruining the Mother 
and Daughter. Thus determin'd, he went to 
the Hall as uſual, and there gave Orders to 
an Exempt and his Archers, to be ready at 
the Counting-houſe of the Inn where the 
Flanders Coach ſet out from, in the Street 
St. Martins, at fix a-Clock the next Morning. 

3 Having 
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Having taken out a Warrant, and all neceſſary 
Forms to authorize them to do what he de- 
fign'd, not truſting the Officer with the ſecret 


my Name, nor with the — of his 


own Domeſticks, he dined abroad, and co- 
ming home at night, gave Orders that I 
ſhould be ſent to him ſo ſoon as I came in, 
which was not till eleven a-clock. When I 
came to him he ſaid not one Word that could 
ive me any Suſpicion, but only ask'd me if 
was engag'd for the next Morning on any 
Buſineſs, otherwiſe he. deſird my Company to 
a place where he hada long time had a mind 
to carry me. I ſuppos'd it was to the Father 
of a young Lady, whom he had mention'd ta 
me ſome time before ; and I anſwer'd, that I 
was ready to wait on him any where till after 
Noon, when [ was to be at the Hall about a 
Tryal. He anſwer'd that was very well; 
then we will go out together at fix to-morrow 
Morning where 1 defign, and we ſhall not make 
any long Stay, but be back time enough for 
Dinner. 

We accordingly roſe, and took Coach at 
that fatal Hour, it being one of the longeſt 
Days in the Year, the 19th of Zune, a Day 
which I muſt ever remember with Tears and 
eternal Regret. We ſtop'd at the Place ap- 
pointed in Sr. Martins. Street, where we went 
up into a Chamber, which I was no ſooner 
enter d, but the Exempt came in with four 
huge ill-look'd Ruffians, who immediately 
ſeiz'd me, and took away my Sword: I re- 
ſiſted all I could in vain : My Father looking 
on me with a furious Countenance, ſaid, Son, 
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are not to ſtay here Y ſhall be 
ent to a ſafer place ; Ee chere the Cauſs of 
my treating you thus, and ask your ſelf what 
you deſerve. He threw the Letter to me, 
and then turn'd his Back upon me, and left 
me in the Hands of theſe inexorable Wretches, 
to whom I offer d my Purſe, Watch, Rings, 
and a Note for half that I was worth to let 
me go, but all in vain, they too much fear'd 
my Father, and he paid * too well for 
me to be heard. Then I proceeded to Threats, 
and ſaid they could not anſwer what they did, 
becauſe I was of Age. They ſaid, they car d 
not, let my Father look to that, they would 
obey his Orders. And now they ſtrip'd me 
of my Clothes and Wig, which one of them 
put on, and dreſt me in another Sute of my 
own, much richer, which had been ſent thi- 
ther for thar * I ask'd the Exempt 
his Reaſons for ſo doing: He ſaid it was my 
Father's Pleaſure, who had order'd that I 
ſhould immediately be convey'd without any 
Noiſe in a Coach to a place where he was 
gone to before me; and that his Follower was 
to ride out of Town in my Clothes, follow d 
by my Footman, and on my Horſes, to make 
the World believe I was gone into the Coun- 
y. This diſtracted me more; and I too 
well gueſt that I was going to be impriſon d at 
St. Lazarus, and curit the cruel Laws of my 
Country that give rigid Parents this Privi- 
lege over their hs. fince learn'd that this 
Fellow dreſt in my Habit, rid full ſpeed alon 
the Streets out of the Town, and that my ra 


cally Footmn, who follow'd him, and was my 
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than I was ; for I was only carry'd to St. La. 


| French LOVERS. 257 
Father's Creature, ſtop'd at a Tavern, and 
drank there, telling ſeveral People who were 
there that I was going to the Country, and 
would not return for a good while. This gave 
Occafion to that falſe Report that has done 
me ſo much Injury, that I had abandon'd my 
Wife, who was, alas, much worſe treated 


SArus, in which fatal Moments ſhe ſurrender'd 
her ſpotleſs Soul, and ſuffer'd the Agonies of 
Death, together with her harmleſs: Infant. 
Here a Flood of Tears interrupted his Diſ- 
courſe ; he folded his Arms, and threw his 
Head into my Boſom, and ſo fainted : Ar laſt 
recovering I begg'd him to deſiſt, and proceed 
no farther in this melancholy Hiſtory ; but he 
refus'd, ſaying, Alas ! it rather is ſome caſe 
to vent my Griefs, for I muſt for ever think 
upon that dreadful Hour. So he went on. 

So ſoon as my Father had left $7.Zazarus's, 
he went directly on foot to Madam 4 E. 
* who was much furpriz'd at his Viſit, 

ut more when ſhe knew the occafion of it: 
He expreſt his Reſentments in the moſt out- 
rageous Terms, and treated her like the moſt 
vile and deteſtable of Women. It was in 
vain that ſhe proteſted that ſhe knew nothing 
of our Marriage, and declar'd, that if ſhe 
could light upon her Daughter, ſhe would de 
him juſtice. He regarded not all her Excuſes, 
but vow'd he would be her Ruin and her Chil- 
dren's; and that he would treat heras the Sub- 
orner and Betrayer of his Son; and if he could 
ever catch her Daughter, that he would 1 
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her up in a Convent, and break our Mar- 

riage. | | 
n the Heat of this furious Diſpute my dear 
Wife enter'd the Houſe in a Chair; there be- 
ing a long Entry, ſhe was ſet down at the 
Stairs foot, and then ſent away the Chair ; 
and hearing nothing of the Noiſe above, ſhe 
went directly up, as all the Servants had done 
before, at the Noiſe that they heard, to ſee 
what was the matter, ſo that no body was be- 
low to give her notice that my Father was 
there. So ſoon as ſhe appear'd all my Father's 
Rage was turn'd on her ; and he treated her 
in fach barbarous Terms, to which ſhe was 
till now a Stranger, that all her Courage for- 
ſook her: Grief ſeiz'd her Spirits, and ſhe 
unfortunately fell down in a Swoon at the 
Stairs head, and roll'd down all the Stairs, 
which were above twenty in number, and ve- 
ry ſteep. Her Mother, who ought on this oc- 
cafion to have forgot all other Confiderations 
but the Preſervation of her Child's Life, and 
run to ſuccour her, us'd her worſe thin' the 
moſt ſavage Beaſt doth its Young, and would 
not ſo much as look upon her with Pity, de- 
claring ſhe renounc'd her, and would no more 
own her for her Child: See, Sir, ſaid ſhe, if 
I have had any hand in the Marriage, judge 
pou ſelf if I did countenance the matter. So 
e preſently order'd a Chair to be call'd, and 
made her taken up void of Senſe, and 
bath'd in her own Blood, and ſent her away to 
the Hotel de Dieu, as if ſhe had been a Proſti- 
tute: Oh! juſt God, what Cruelty, what Bar- 
batity was here! Could one poſſibly have 
more 
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more cruelly facrific'd one's own Child to the 
vile fear of loſing a Fortune. 

Notwithſtanding my Father's Rage at that 
inſtant, this Sight diſarm'd his Anger, and the 
Mother's Cruelty melted him into Pity ; and 
he was ſo much aſtoniſh'd at her Barbarity, 
that he was ſtruck dumb; he compaſſionated 

a Lady whoſe Beauty he had always admir'd ; 
and tho he would have undone the Marriage, 

he would not have injur'd her Perſon or Lite, 

nor her Child's, which he could not but re- 

af as his own Fleſh and Blood. He imme- 

diately left the Houſe, more confuſed, at what 

he had there ſeen, than her unnatural Mother, 

and preſently ſent her back word, that he would 

not hinder her from doing what was fit for her 

Daughter in ſuch a Condition; and that he even 

made it his Requeſt to her to take care of 

her and the Child ſhe was big withal. And 

ſhe, on her fide, as I have been fince in- 

form'd, acted in this cruel manner only out of 

a damnable Policy to gain my Father's favour, 

and was now in deſpair to think ſhe had gone ſo 

far; and had not ſent her to the Hotel de Dieu 

with any other deſign but to blind him, and 

to go and fetch her thence, and carry her back 

to our Lodging to be taken care of. Accord- 

ingly ſhe went to the Hotel directly, where 

ſhe found her Daughter ; but alas! in what a 

Condition ! not ſuch as could admit of her 

Removal thence, for ſhe was dying ; Oh ! 

what a moving Spectacle was this, to ſee a 

virtuous Creature, beautiful as the Angels, to 

whom her Soul was going to keep Company, 
ſtretch d on a poor, tho clean Bed, and in the 
ſharpeſt 
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ſharpeſt Agonies } All that they could do was 
to remove her to a more private Room ; ſhe 
had come to her ſelf in Ss Chair, but ſoon 
_ fainted again, without being able to ſpeak 
one Word. She was laid thus ſenſleſs on the 
Bed, and returning to Life, ſaw her ſelf in 
this ſad place, ſurrounded with ſuch Creatures 
as ſhe would have rather died than have been 
ſeen withal at another time, which doubtleſs 
haſten'd her End with the ſurprize. Being 
remov'd, and hearing her Mother's Voice, ſhe 
open'd her Eyes with a deep Groan ; then 
ſhe endeavour'd to comfort her Daughter, 
but it was now too late, and fhe remain'd for 
an Hour without any other Signs of Life, bur 
ſometimes caſting her Eyes about with dying 
Regards: At laſt ſhe ſpake, and ask'd for 
me ; they told her I was not there; then ſhe 
ask'd for Pen, Ink and Paper, which they at 
firſt would have diſſuaded her from ufing ; 
but ſhe ſo intreated that it was brought her, 
and ſhe writ till the Convulfions ſeiz'd her fo 
ſtrongly, that ſhe could not hold the Pen; 
and here are the dear Lines which I -always 
wear next my Heart, and which you found 
me looking on; read it, for my Tears make 
it impoſſible for me to do it: So I took the 
Paper from him, and with much difficulty 
read theſe Words, the remaining part being 
not legible. 
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J 4 dying : T did not ay ſo many Miſe 


fortunes at one time to befal me ; I ſhall 
not inquire into the Authors of my Death, be- 
cauſe I will forgive all the World. Farenvel, 
my dear Husband. Nothing of mine will re- 
main with you, but the Remembrance of me ; 
for I feel that your Child is dead within me, 
as T1 ſhall ſhorily be. FI could but once 


more embrace you ere J leave the World 1 
s$ 8-8 6 © $. $'S # #'P VS 


* „ 4 „ „* * 


He took the Letter tom my Hand, and put 
it up again in his Boſom, and wiping his 
Tears away, proceeded with much Difficult 
in his tragick Story. The Convulſions iz d 
her, and ſhe could not finiſh : Her Senſes re- 
turning,” ſhe beg'd a Prieſt might be call'd, to 
receive Abſolution, which he gave her with 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, She was deliver'd of 
a dead Child, and in a Quarter of an Hour 


after expired herſelf with of Blood, not 


uttering one word agony any Perſon . 
This, my dear Wife, ſaid he, was the fa- 
tal Conſequence and End of our unfortunate 


Affection. Here he again wept, and I could 


not but ſympathize with him in his Sorrows ; 
and we both ſhed Tears, for I was ſenſibly 
touch d. He utter'd a hundred moving things 
on this ſad Subject; but I fee, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, ſaid Monſſeur du Puis, that you 
are all touch'd with this Story, as I was, fer- 
ceiving that the Tears ſtood in all their Eyes. 
No matter, /4z4 Madam de Contamine, go 


you 
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ou on; and when you have finiſh'd your Re- 
ation, we'll all tell you our Sentiments of 


it, ; 

So he proceeded : As formy Part, ſaid des 
Prez, being a little recover d, I was, as I told 
you, ſhut up in St. Lagarus's, and heard not of 
my Wife's Death for eight Days, in which I 
labour'd under the greateſt Anxiety and Im- 

atience imaginable, being continually viſited 

y ſome of the good Miſſionaries, who kept 
me company, and endeavour'd to comfort me, 
giving me to underſtand, that I muſt prepare 
ro arm againſt ſome greater Evils than what I 
was already acquainted withal. At laſt they 
inform'd me of my dear Wife's death : And 
now it was, that I regreted my loſs of Liberty 
more than ever, becauſe it deprived me of 
the Means of taking my Revenge ; and here I 


did and ſaid a thouſand extravagant things, and 


for three Months time they ftrove in vain to 
bring me to my Reaſon, for I was indeed deli- 
rious, and not without Cauſe. Theſe pious 
Men had pity on me, and wept and mourn'd 
along with me to bring me to my felf ; and 
tho they could not overcome my Grief, yet 
they at laſt calm'd the Tranfports of my Rage, 
and brought me to better Thoughts ; and I 
talk'd no more of killing and deſtroying the 
Authors of my Miſery : And I had not been 
let go from amongſt them, if they had not 
ſeen that there was nothing more to fear from 
my Paſſion. But far from entering into Paris, 
I went ſtrait to Normandy to my Brother-in- 
law, Monſieur de Ruerville's Seat, from whence 
I have been return'd but eight Days. So ſoon 

28 
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as ever I arrived here, I went to the Hotel de 
Dieu, where I mourn'd my Wife a-new, and 
defired to ſee the Place where the Body lay; 
they ſhew'd it to me, and I ſwooned on the 
Coffin, in the Vault, which contain'd her and 
her dear Infant, ſo I am perſuaded not to re- 
turn thither any more. having heard that 
her Mother had a Letter for me, I went 
thither directly; ſhe gave it me, and I treated 
her as ſhe deſerved, notwithſtanding the Ex- 
cules ſhe made, and her pretended Sorrow for 
ber Daughter's Death; and I have ſo purſued 
the Villain exempt, who refuſed to carry ſo 
much as a Line for me to my dear Wife, chat 
he can ſcarce eſcape my Hands, nor ſhall the 
Raſcal of a Footman go unpuniſhed, and then 
I will reſolve how I ſhall diſpoſe of the re- 
mainder of my own unhappy Days. This at 
eſent is my Conditon: And now judge if 
do not rather deſerve Pity than ä 
and whether I am not very innocent, or i 
I merit the ſevere Cenſures the World has 
paſt upon me; and whether I did ever aban- 
my dear Magdelaine, and was any —_ 
the Occafion of the Death of her, whoſe Li 
I would willingly purchaſe with the loſs of all 
my own, had 1 A Million of Lives. | 
hus Ladies, ſaid Monſieur du Puis, and in 
this manner, did Monſieur des Pres relate his 
diſmal Story to me; and I believe his Sorrow real 
and fincere. He has not publiſh'd his Marri- 
age to the World for many Reaſons, the chief 
of which is, becauſe it would injure his Fa- 


ther's Honour and his own, confidering where 


ſhe died, and fince the Child and ſhe are both 
gone, 


| 
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gone, 'tis needleſs ; and it would have been 
of no ſervice to any but her Mother, whom 
he with good reaſon hates. And he ſwore to 
me, that he would be juſt and faithful to her 
Memory, and he has kept his word ; for all 
the while his Father lived he could never = 
ſuade him to marry. And now he is at liber- 
ty to do what he pleaſes, and poſſeſs'd of one 
of the beſt Employments in the Law, his 
manner of Life ſhews that he thinks no more 
of the Fair Sex, and that he till reſents the 
Injuries he received; for he has driven the 
Exempt out of France ; and both his Father 
and himſelf had ſuch an Averſion for Madam 
4e  Epine, that ſhe could ne'er get her Law- 
ſuit finiſh'd to this Day, nor ever will whilſt 
ſhe lives; ſo that none but her Children will 
enjoy the Fortune, who are innocent of her 
Crimes, and” truly regretted their Siſter's 
death. He has all been as juſt in rewarding 
as in pitting; for he has procured a very 
good Benefice for the Prieſt who marry'd them 
and a good Place for the Man where he ha 

Lodgings for his Lady, and, for the Wife, he 
now keeps her to govern his Houſe, where 
ſhe is Miſtreſs of all. And thus he has 
made appear how much he values all thoſe 
who any ways ſerved his dead Wife, and 
how much he abhors thoſe who were inſtru- 


* 


mental to her ruin and death. 

If all this be true, ſaid Madam de Londé, 
"tis moſt certain he merits Compaſſion, and I 
lament them both. And ſo do I, ſaid Madam 
de Mongey. And I alſo, ſaid Madam de 


Contamine, yet I have obſerved that _ 


erode —— n] 
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all theſe clandeſtine Marriages, made againſt 


Parents Wills, are never fortunate, of which 
Monfieur des Pres is here a convincing Proof, 
as Monfieur 4u Puts witneſſes. He ſpeaks. 
truth, ſaid a Voice from behind. On which 
e body turn'd their Heads to look, and 
ſaw Monſieur 4e Contamine, whoſe Wife ran 


to embrace him. This is very fine, to ſurprize 


People thus, ſaid the agreeable Madam du 
Puis. And 'tis as fine, ſaid Contamine bow- 
ing tothe Company, to keep marry'd Ladies 
from Morning to Night, and oblige their 
Husbands to come to look for them at Mid- 
night. Come, Madam, ſaid he to his Lady, 
I in to be weary of this way of living: 
Pray, Mademoiſelle, don't debauch myWife fo, 
but marry, and kecp better Hours. Don't 
be angry, ſaid his Lady, my Dear, ſhe will 
oblige you ſoon ; all Parties are agreed : Aſk 
Monfieur 4es Ronais here, if it be not ſo, 1 


. vow, ſai4 Contamine, I did not ſee him be- 


fore : Well, my Friend, are you at laſt cured 
of your Frenzy? what ſay you? I fay, ſais 


he, that if I am to determine the Matter, 


'tis as good as done. Madam de Londs, her 
Lover, and all the reſt of the Company, feli- 
citated Madam an Puis on the Reconciliation 
of her and her Lover : The Converſation was 
very diverting and witty ; but it being very 
late, they were oblige to part, having fix'd 
an Hour for their Meeting again the next 
Day; and it was agreed that they ſhould all 
dine together at Madam 4e Contamine's, who 
inyited all the Company, where des Frans 


Pro- 
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promiſed to bring Monfieur and Madam 4 
Fuſſy. Monfieur de Contamine and his Lady 
went home together, Monfieur du Puis con- 
ducted Madam e Londs to her Houſe, 
and Madam e Mongey ſtaid and lay with 
her Friend Madam au Puis ; and Monſieur 
des Frans return'd home with Monſieur des 
Ronais. 

So ſoon as des Ronais and Monſieur des 
Frans were alone, des Ronais ask'd his 
Friend what he and Madam 4% Contamine, 
and Madam au Pris, had talk'd about be- 
fore Supper? Nothing about you, ſai4 des 
Frans, I aſſure you. No, ſaid des Ronais; 
but I gueſs it was about your ſelf and 
Madam de Mongey ; and I know ſhe has al- 
ways continued to have an Affection for you; 
ſhe is a moſt virtuous deſerving Lady ; a 
Madam de Contamine and I are of Opinion, 
that you would be very happy together, and 
that you cannot do better; and I know from 
ſome of. her beſt Friends, that ſhe is defirous 
it ſhould be propoſed to you, tho it was 
long before te could prevail with herſelf 
to truſt this Secret with any body; and 
that ſhe has refuſed "EA very advan- 
tageous Offers, for this Reaſon : Being preſt 
by old Monſieur an Puis, ſometime before 
his Death, to accept of one which he 
thought well of, and he loved her like his 
own Child, ſhe confeſs'd the Truth to 
him; and has ſhewn' by her Conduct ſince, 
that ſhe has laid all Thoughts of marry- 
ing any body elſe but you: This I 2 
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from very good Hands. But, alas! ſaid des 
Frans, I never loved her paſſionately tho 
I courted her; I always had a great Re- 
ſpet and Eſteem for the Lady, and my 
continual Vifits and Aſſiduity to her, were 
- only to diſguiſe the violent Paſſion I had 
for another which has made me miſerable, 
and was the Cauſe of all my Misfortunes, 
of which you ſhall know more to-morrow. 
Then there is no doubt, ſaid des Ronais, but 
Silvia was the Miſtreſs of your Heart ; but 
now ſhe is dead, that Obſtacle is removed; 
and it is now time that you think of be- 
i rateful to this Lady, for that conſtant 
ion which ſhe has ſhewn for you. 
She is very beautiful, well-made, and vir- 
tuous ; not above fix and twenty, very rich, 
and now her Parents only Heir, all her 
Brothers and Siſters being dead, beſides an 
Uncle and an Aunt whoſe Fortune was left 
her ; and, what's more than Wealth, ſhe 
loves you. Believe me, a Man had better 
marry a Woman who is fond of him tho 
he loves not her, for ſhe will charm him 
into Affection by her Complaiſance and Ten- 
derneſs, than a Wife he paſſionately loves 
and who cares not for him, for then nei- 
ther his Honour nor his Peace can be ſe- 
cure. Come, come let us go to bed, ſaid 
des Frans; when you have heard my ſad 
Story to-morrow, then we ſhall ſee whe- 
ther you will counſel] me to marry again; 
till then I ſhall ſay no more to you, So they 
bid one another good-night, and retired to 
their Chambers. 
They 
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They were the next Morning waked by 
Monſieur du Puis, by nine the Clock: 
They dreſs'd, and took Coach and went to 
Monſieur ae Fuſy's whom they found in Bed. 
Des Frans told him they came to invite 
them:elves to breakfaft with him. He ſaid, 
with all his Heart; fo he roſe immediately, 
and went into a Drefling-room with them, 
to be dreſs'd. After ſome mutual Civilities 
on both fades, des Frans ask'd after Lis La- 
dy. She is ſtill aleep ſai4 he. Do you al- 
ready lie aſunder ? ſaid des Frans. No, no, 
ſaid he, we are not diſguſted with one an- 
other's Company as yet; come, and you 
ſhall ſee ane of the moſt lovely Sleepers 

ou ever view'd. At theſe words they went 
Lok to 'the Bed-chamber, and found the 
Lady at her Toilet, drefling. I thought you 
were ſtill afleep, my Dear, ſaid de Juſſy. 
No, ſaid /be, I heard an Invitation to break- 
faſt, and am defirous to have a Share in 
the good Company, and to manage the Treat. 
You do well, 25 he, come, haſte and get 
ready. The Gentlemen praiſed ..er Beauty 
and good Nature, and ſhe anſwer'd with 
=_—_ Wit 27 . ar Des Frans told 
Monſieur O, that he was enga to 
bring him to meet Madam 4 — to 
reconcile him and her; and that it was to 
be done at Madam e Contamine'ss We will 
go thither freely, ſaid de Jufly, that Lady 
is one of my old Acquaintance. Tis not 
the old Lady, ſaid des Frans, *tis her 
Daughter. in- law. How, ſai4 de Jufly, is her 

Son 
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Son then marry'd ? Yes, auſwer's des Frans, 
and his Wife is as great a Heroine in Vir- 
tue, as yours in Conſtancy. The Lady 
bluſh'd, and ſeem'd defirous to know this 
Story, and es Ronais entertai d her and 
her Hysband with it, after the Breakfaſt was 


* over. I have a great mind, ſaid Madam 


de Jufly, when the Story was ended, to ſee 
this Lady whoſe Hiſtory ie, ſo extraordinary. 
And I aflure you, Madam, ſaid du Puis, both 
ſhe and the reſt of the Company where we 
are all this Day to dine, have as great a 
Defire to ſee you, having heard your Hif- 
tory from Monfieur Jes Frans ; the Com- 
pany will be numerous and the Rendezyouſe 


is to be at Monſieur 4e Contamine's ; and 


there Monſicur des Frans is to relate his 
melancholy Adventures, Theſe, ſai4 Mon- 
ſieur de July, are great Reaſons to make 
me defirous to go thither ; but there need- 
ed nothing eſ6 but what you told me ar 
bout Madam de Mongey, to induce me to 
make one of the Company, becauſe it is ta 
reconcile Monſieur des Frans and her; let 
us go therefore as ſoon as you pleaſe, It 
is paſt twelve, ſai4 des Frans, and they 
expect us. Let us haſte then, ſaid de Jufly, 
So he and des Fraus went away in a hired 
Coach, and left Monfieur au Pris who went 
in his own to call Madam ge Londa, leaving 
des Ronais to wait of Madam ge Fuffy, who 
ſtaid laſt to be dreſs'd. - 

The Ladies arrived all about the ſame time, 
and were very obligingly received by __ 
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de Contamine, N Madam de Fufſy ; 


and from this Hour they commenced a great 


Friendſhip; both ſhe and her Husband made 


adam de Londe coming in with her Lover, 
cha-m'd all the Company with her Perſon 
and Air. 

The Company ſeem'd all ſuch as were 
ſelected to pleaſe and ingage, and all France 
could not have furniſh'd five more lovely 
and accompliſhed Maids and Wives, than the 
five who were here; and they entertain'd one 
another with mutual Compliments, as civility 


and good-breeding required, till the Conver- 


ſation grew eaſy and familiar. Mean time 
des Frans. talk d aſide with Madam de 
Mongey, and tho their Diſcourſe was not 
heard, they perceived the lovely Widow bluſh. 
They all fat down to Table, and Madam 4e 


Contamine ſet des Frans betwixt her and 


* 


ſelves evety Lover next his Miſtreſs. 

During Dinner the Converſation was very 
pleaſant ; at laſt Monfieur Je Contamine fell 
a praiſing Matrimony. And du Puis ſaid, 
Here is a Gentleman in this Compan will 
not reliſh what you ſay, he is an Ei emy 
to that State, tho I cannot yet tell all ti. 
Particulars of his Rea ſons for it; but what 


Madam &4e Mongey, and the reſt placed them- 


I know of the Affair, I have told Monfieur 


des Frans in preſence of Monſieur 4es Ro- 

Nats, and mention'd a Necklace, which ſome 

have ſuſpected to have been taken 
| 0 wes Des 
K 5 


great Excuſes to Madam de Mongey, who re- 
ceived them with much good Nature; and 


8 
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Des Frans ſeem'd much ſurpriz d at theſe 
Words, "and interrupted him, fayiag, He that 
told you of that muſt be more thau Man; for 
it was I that took that Necklace: but how 
came you to get the X.nowledge of that 2 or 
where learn d you the reſt? And you, ſai4 
Madam de Contamine, pray when ſhall we 
hear your Adventures ? I ſhall not refuſe it 
now, ſai4 he, fince none can ſuffer but my 
ſelf in the Diſhonour that befel me; and. 
all you, Ladies, that are here, who are Maſtes- 


pieces of Virtue and Goodneſs, will; l am cer- 


rain, rather pity thin deride the Misfortunes- 
of a wreiched Man and an unhappy Fair 
One, who has paid her Life for her Fault ; 
nay, I hope that you will forgive me if I am. 
fomething too ſevere againſt the lovely Sex. 
ſometimes, and apt to ſuſpect their Sincerity, 
fince I have been ſo ill treated by one whom L 
adored, and thought the moſt perfect of all 
Womenkind : I never loved but one, and ſhe- 
deceived me ; and I would renounce the Sex: 
for ever, were I not convinced by ſome here, 
that there are ſtill ſuch whoſe Virtue can 
ftand ali Trials ; and theſe I admire as, Mira- 
cles in Nature. Peace, ſaid du Puis, and pre- 
ceed not to Invectives; I know more of 
your Affairs than you your ſelf, tho yau: 
never inform'd me of any thing: Gallouin 
was my. intimate Friend, he died in words: 
of penitence, and made a holy and good End, 
I rake not up his Aſhes ; but yet, notwith- 


ſtanding the Reſpect I owe to his Siſter: - 


here preſent, Madam 4s Zonge, I muſt atk 
Vak. L N leave: 
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leave to ſay, in Vindication of the unfortu- 
nate Silvia, who is now alſo laid to reſt in 


the filent Grave, that there are ſome Parti- 


culars in her Hi 


Jou your ſelf are 


and yours, to which 
a Stranger: I have 


Be ets an 
ſuill'd in dangerous a 

made too good uſe 
Occaſfion'; and I may ps explain theſe 
things ſome other time more fully. All 1 
Mall at preſent ſay, is, that the unhap 
 Sitvis, tho in nce criminal, was in 


reality altogether innocent. And now you 
| may proceed in your Diſcourſe : Madam e 
knows what I have told her in re- 


lation to this Affair. I ſuppoſe every body 


is ar preſent impatient to the Stor: 
8 and when I come to — * 
mine, as 


have 13 to Madam de Con- 
tami ne, | ſhall tell you how I came to know 
- theſe Particulars of the unfortunate Silvia and 
FCallouin. | } 

Dinner being ended, the whele Company, 
who were all 


- which oo had. heard only fome Circum- 
| Kances re, ſuch as might juſtly. excite 
their Curiofities, but not fatisfy them, aroſe 


and went into a Withdrawing-room, where the 
| | Ladie 


er to hear this Story, of 


1 1 am nm r 
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Ladies, being ſeated, preſi d Monfieur des 
Frans to his Story ; and the Servants 
being order'd to withdraw, he began the ſad 


Tale, after ſaying, Ladies, I am going to diſ- 
cover my own Diſhonour, and ſhal x 1-2 my 


ſelf to ihe reateſt Contain | but. fince my 
Secrets will 212 to nave but this illu- 
ſtrious Com Il do it without regret. 
He muſed I. _- 2 py 
his Narrative as 


The End of the Firſt Volime. 


A + kt 


* 


Boo S Printed fir J. Daiby, bs Bet- 
teſworth, F. 1 dente . Pemberton, 
C. Rivington, ] ClayzJ. Bat- 
ley, and E. Sy 

2 2 


B' e Fa | 


Rowe's Callipedia, with Cuts. 
_ Oborne's AS, | MER 

Hiſto England, 4 Vol. to the ach 

Anne, wth the Etfigies of all the Kings an ud Queens. 
Orleans's Hiſtory of 'the Revolutions in England, 
Antiquities of Weſtminſter, 2 Vol; with Cuts, 
Tatlers, Vol. 

Betterton s Life; with the Amorous Widow, or 
Wanton Wife. . * | 
Blackmore's Eccleſiaſtical Unten 1 Vok Abiid 4 
from Bingham. a 
Du Pi s Method of ſtudying Divinity. 

Devout Chriſtian's Companion, 2 Parts. 
Select Novels, with Cuts, 2 Vol. 
Hawney's Compleat Meaſurer, 2d Edit. 
Doctrine of Trigo 7. 
Dacier's Plato in Engliſh; 1 Vol. 2d Edit. 


0 Spelling Book, for che uſe of Charity- 
TY 5 * 1 
Secret Hiſtory of Whitehall, 2 Vol. 2d Edit. 
Halantis,” 4 K "a. * T's iy 5 
Life of the Com & Vinevil. Ws 
—— of Madam de Beaumont, - 
— and amorous Adventures of Lucinda. 
The Adventures of the Lady Lucy. 
The Noble Slaves. 
The Adventures of Prince-Clirmont, and Madam 
4 Ravezan. In four. Parts, 
Dr. Sydenbam's Practical Works, 7th Edit. 
Dr. FA: Pharmacopeia. 
Howel's Hiſt. of the Bible, 3 Vol. with Cuts, Ach Edit, 


Caſſandra, a — in 5 Vol. 1240, 


